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P1-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the ad-
ministrative record for this process. 
 
P1-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the ad-
ministrative record for this process. 
 
 

P1-2 
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P2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P2-1 
Please refer to Section 8.9, which discusses mitigation. The Army will develop 
and implement a Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan  
(DuSMMoP) for the training area. The plan will address measures such as, but 
not limited to, restrictions on the timing or type of training during high risk 
conditions, vegetation monitoring, soil monitoring, and buffer zones to 
minimize dust emissions in populated areas.  The plan will determine how 
training will occur in order to keep fugitive dust emissions below CAA 
standards for PM10 and soil erosion and compaction to a minimum.  The 
Army will monitor the impacts of training activities to ensure that emissions 
stay within the acceptable ranges as predicted and environmental problems do 
not result from excessive soil erosion or compaction.  The plan will also define 
contingency measures to mitigate the impacts of training activities which 
exceed the acceptable ranges for dust emissions or soil compaction. 
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P3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P3-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
 
P4-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P4 

P4-1 
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P5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P5-1 
During the scoping meetings, the public facilities would not allow the meetings 
to extend beyond 10:00pm.  This time restriction required that members of the 
public keep their oral comments short. After many public comments about the 
length of the meetings, and in an attempt to allow for full participation of all 
people present, the Army decided to hold the Draft EIS public meetings at 
private facilities where the facility was open as long as the Army needed.  The 
majority of the Draft EIS public meetings did not conclude until after 
12:00am.  
At the first two meetings Honolulu Police Department arrested a total of 
seven people for trespass when they attempted to enter the facilities with signs. 
All individuals were advised that they were welcome to enter the facilities 
without the signs.  
It was not the intent of the Army to restrict the public through the format and 
location of the public meetings.  We corrected the situation by working with 
the other facility locations to allow signs in the meeting rooms and provide 
tables for members of the public to display signs and information.  In addition, 
we worked with the facilities and the City and County of Honolulu’s 
prosecutor and all charges were dropped against individuals involved in the 
situation. All of the individuals who were arrested had the opportunity to 
participate in subsequent meetings and most of them attended and provided 
public comment. 
 
P6-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.    In accordance with NEPA 
regulations, the Army is conducting this EIS in order to identify the direct, 
indirect and cumulative environmental effects of the proposed action on the 
ROI.  If the Army decides to implement the proposed action, the Army will 
mitigate all significant impacts in order to minimize the overall environmental 
impacts of the proposed action. 

Letter 
P6 

P6-1 
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P7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P7-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P7-1 
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P7-1 
cont’d 
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P8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P8-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P9 

 
 
 
 
P9-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P9-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P9-3 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
P10-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this We thank you for 
your comment and participation in this public process.  Your comment has 
been considered and has been included as part of the administrative record for 
this process. 

Letter 
P10 

P10-1 

P9-2 

P9-3 
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P11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P11-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  Project consequences including 
beneficial effects are summarized in Chapter 2.  Based on public comments, 
the section 8.11 has been revised to better describe sacred sites such as Mauna 
Kea on the island of Hawai‘i and better discuss the potential impacts of this 
proposed action on those sacred areas. 
 
 
P12-1 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  

Letter 
P12 

P12-1 
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P13-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P13-2 
The discussion of the impact of the project on biological resources can be 
found in sections 4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10 of the FEIS. 
 
P13-3 
The air quality impacts of the Stryker Brigade are summarized in Section 4.5 of 
the FEIS, and discussed in more detail in the Air Quality sections of the 
installation-specific chapters of the FEIS.  The EIS concludes that while some 
potentially significant air quality impacts would exist, these impacts could be 
mitigated to a less than significant level. 
 
P13-4 
The discussion regarding the need for transformation can be found in Chapter 
1 – Purpose, Need, and Scope of this EIS. 

P13-2 
P13-3 

P13-4 
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P14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P14-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P14-2 
Impacts on cultural resources are discussed in sections 4.11, 5.11, 6.11, 7.11, 
and 8.11.  Impacts on natural resources are discussed in sections 4.10, 5.10, 
6.10, 7.10, and 8.10. 
 
P14-3 
For more information about Kaho‘olawe please contact the US Navy and the 
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission, and for Waikane please contact the 
US Marine Corps.  For Army lands, this issue has the highest level of attention 
and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  The Army is committed to cleanup existing sites in 
accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

P14-3 
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P15 

 
 
 
 
 
P15-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P16-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P16 

P16-1 
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P17-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P18-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P18-2 
The discussion of the impact of the project on native plants can be found in 
sections 4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10 - Biological Resources,  of the EIS.  
The consideration of the general impacts of the increase in soldiers and their 
families are discussed throughout the document where appropriate. 

Letter 
P18 

P18-2 

P17-1 
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Letter 
P19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P19-1 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process.   
 
P19-2 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process.  Impacts to cultural resources are 
discussed in Sections  4.11, 5,11, 6,11, 7,11, and 8,11 - Cultural Resources. 
 
P19-3 
Individual impacts to species are described in chapters 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, 8.10. 

P19-2 

P19-3 
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P20-1 

Letter 
P20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P20-1 
As discussed in Section 8.14.1, current water demands at PTA (ranging be-
tween 3.6 million and 50 million gallons of water per year) are met by trucking 
in water in 5,000-gallon tankers from Waimea.  The increased demand would 
fall within the range of water demand experienced currently and is not ex-
pected to adversely affect supply.   Traffic increases would total fewer than 
two extra truckloads per week. 
 
P20-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the ad-
ministrative record for this process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P21-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the ad-
ministrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P21 

P21-1 

P20-2 
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P22 

P22-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P23-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P23-2 
The scope of the EIS is limited to the proposed actions and does not cover 
the entire Army presence in the State of Hawai‘i. Specific cumulative impacts 
of the proposed action to environmental and socioeconomic resources has 
been addressed in Chapter 9. 
 
P23-3 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P23-4 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12,  

Letter 
P23 

P23-2 

P23-3 

P23-4 

P22-1 
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Letter 
P24 

the Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities 
prior to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of  attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
 
P24-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P24-2 
Kaho‘olawe clean-up is a Navy project and has no connection to the proposed 
Transformation project.  For more information please contact the US Navy 
and the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission.  
 
 
 
 
 
P24-3 
A summary of project wide impacts can be found in Chapter 4 of the EIS – 
Environmental and Socioeconomics Consequences and Overview. 
 
 

P24-2 

P24-3 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-385 

P25-1 

Letter 
P25 

P25-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P25-2 
The Stryker vehicle will probably have different effects in different areas, due 
to differences in soils, climate, size of the training area, slope, vegetation, etc.  
The effects will vary within a given range as well as between different ranges 
where the training takes place.  Initial ATTACC modeling of the expected 
impacts suggests that there will be impacts on vegetation and that these may 
lead to enhanced erosion.  This modeling is a first step in identifying and 
defining the characteristics of the maneuver areas that need to be monitored 
over time within the ITAM program.  Data will be collected and added to the 
GIS database so that the actual observed effects of the training on the land, 
soils, and vegetation cover can be tracked over time.  The initial modeling is 
based on assumptions about the effects of the Strykers on soils and vegetation.  
But as the actual effects are observed, these assumptions will be replaced with 
the observed data.  At the same time, observed damage will be addressed 
through implementation of management practices.  Areas of damaged 
vegetation will be replanted, sensitive areas will be avoided, and engineering 
controls will be implemented to reduce erosion.   The effectiveness of these 
and other measures will be evaluated and tracked.  In effect, the ITAM 
program is an adaptive management program, that seeks to apply focused 
management practices at appropriate times and in appropriate areas, to 
maximize the effectiveness of the intervention measures.  Implementation of 
these measures will reduce the impacts, but it is impossible to accurately 
predict what the impacts may be in 27 years. 
 
P25-3 
We do not know at this time when the Army will no longer need specific 
training lands.  However, when it can be determined it will be addressed by a 
centrally managed program that involves the identification, investigation, 
evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called 
the Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  The Army is 
committed to cleanup existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and 
regulations. 

P25-2 

P25-3 
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P25-4 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
 
 
 
 
P25-5 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawai‘i that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawai‘i. 

P25-5 
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Letter 
P26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P26-1 
We thank you for your comment and understand your concern.  It was not the 
intent of the Army to restrict the public through the format and location of 
the public meetings.  Once the issue arose, we worked to correct the situation 
by working with the other facility locations to allow signs in the actual meeting 
rooms and provide tables for members of the public to display signs and 
information.  In addition, we worked with the facilities and the City and 
County of Honolulu to have all charges dropped against the individuals 
involved in the situation.  Through these measures and the extension of the 
public comment period, we believe we allowed sufficient venues for public 
input including ample opportunity for written comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
P27-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P27 

P27-1 
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Letter 
P28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P28-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P29-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P29-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 

Letter 
P29 

P29-2 

P28-1 
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Letter 
P30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P30-1 
These concerns have been noted.  However, available data and analyses 
indicate that PM10 is the only air pollutant with the potential for creating 
violations of state or federal ambient air quality standards at PTA.  The 
potential for air quality problems associated with fugitive dust at PTA can be 
mitigated in a manner that avoids violations of air quality standards.  The 
Army has committed to mitigating dust from vehicle traffic on unpaved roads 
through a combination of dust control chemical applications and the use of 
washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle trails.  In addition, the Army would 
implement a Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that would 
include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The monitoring 
of ambient PM10 concentrations would help guide the development and 
implementation of an adaptive management program to manage training area 
lands and modify training procedures as necessary to ensure compliance with 
federal air quality standards. 
 
 
 
P31-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  As a mitigation measure for safety, 
prior to initiation of any construction activities, USARHAW will employ 
qualified professionals to perform UXO clearance of the proposed 
construction area, remove all UXO encountered to ensure the safety of the 
site, and document UXO surveys and removal actions in full accordance with 
applicable laws, regulations, and guidance.  In addition, if the Army chooses to 
relinquish ownership of the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC), the Army will clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in 
accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited 
to the implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 

Letter 
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Letter 
P32 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P32-1 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P33-1 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P33 

P33-1 
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P34-1 

Letter 
P34 

 
 
 
 
 
P34-1 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P34-2 
The effects of the project on the marine environment are described in Section 
4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10.  Impacts at PTA are described as significant 
but mitigable to less than significant in the report.  There are no impacts 
reported at the other installations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P35-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
P35-2 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawai‘i that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawai‘i. 

Letter 
P35 

P34-2 

P35-1 

P35-2 
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P36-1 

Letter 
P36 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P36-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P37-1 

Letter 
P37 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P37-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawai‘ian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
P37-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P37-2 
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P38-1 

Letter 
P38 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P38-1 
Summaries of every report, plan, or survey that has been completed since the 
inception of the Draft EIS have been included and/or referenced in the Final 
EIS.  The EIS does include initial survey results for potential habitat for 
unique arthropods found in the lava tubes on the island of Hawai‘i.  If the 
Army decides to implement the proposed action, the Army will conduct more 
intensive surveys of lava tubes that have been identified as potential habitat for 
these unique arthropods.  If these unique arthropods are found in lava tubes, 
the Army would construct projects so as to avoid these areas. 
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P38-1 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P38-2 
This correction has been made to sections 3.10 and 8.10 - Biological 
Resources. 

P38-2 
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P38-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P38-3 
The Army has worked with US Fish and Wildlife to  determine measures that 
would ensure stabilization of the sensitive species and habitats. These 
measures are discussed in detail in the Biological Opinions for O‘ahu and 
Hawai‘i which were released in October and December of 2003. These 
measures are outlined in each biological resource section of the EIS, section 
8.10 concerns PTA.  In additions soldiers visiting each area are given pocket 
information cards and a briefing prior to training to inform them of  important 
resources in the area and the importance of avoiding these resources as well as 
safety information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P38-4 
Section 8.11 - Cultural Resources, for PTA has been revised to incorporate 
information included in this comment. 

P38-4 
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P38-4 
cont’d 

 
 
 
P38-5 
The text has been changed in Section 8.10 - Cultural Resources to incorporate 
input from this comment. 
 
P38-6 
The Final EIS incorporates the archaeological presence/absence surveys 
results for all areas proposed for construction or training where safety allowed 
survey access.  As discussed in Section 8.11  and in the Final PA in Appendix 
J, the Army will conduct archaeological monitoring of all construction 
activities to minimize potential inadvertent impacts to unidentified 
archaeological sites. 
 
P38-7 
Audibility by itself does not make a noise condition a significant impact.  The 
Zone II noise contours in Figure 8-14 define the area in which significant 
noise impacts occur from the firing of large caliber weapons and detonation of 
explosives. 
 
P38-8 
The cultural resource sections have been expanded to better address potential 
impacts from the Proposed Action.  As summarized in Section 4.11, the Army 
has changed the determination of project-wide impacts to cultural resources to 
significant, acknowledging that data recovery will constitute a significant 
impact.  The Final PA in Appendix J outlines the avoidance and minimization 
measures for cultural resources with data recovery only occurring after 
avoidance is not possible and after the Army has consulted with SHPO and 
concurring parties on the proposed treatment. 

P38-5 

P38-6 

P38-7 

P38-8 
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P38-8 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P38-9 
Historic flows are shown on Figure 8-22.  The Flow of 1859 is not identified 
on Figure 8-22. 
 
 
 
P38-10 
Such explosive eruptions are infrequent.  However, we have modified the text 
to indicate that they could occur.  Small fountains and short duration explosive 
eruptions are more likely than the devastating eruptions referred to in the text.  
We are not aware of any documentation of pyroclastic flows from Moana Loa. 

P38-9 

P38-10 
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P39-1 

Letter 
P39 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P39-1 
The comment period was extended to a total of 90 days and ended on January 
3, 2004 to allow additional time for review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P40-1 
As of March 2004, the overall cost of preparing and processing the SBCT EIS 
and ROD was estimated at $10.5 million.  This included costs such as 
preparation of the document as well as studies, modeling, and data collection. 

Letter 
P40 

P40-1 
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P41-1 

Letter 
P41 

 
 
P41-1 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawai‘i that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawai‘i.  Hawai‘i was adopted as a 
territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into the 
Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i petitioned 
the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election held on 
November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i entitled 
"An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a State 
constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the United 
States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 (Act 334, 
Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some individuals do not 
agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 1898.  However, 
issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of the scope of the 
NEPA process. 
 
P41-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
P41-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P41-2 

P41-3 
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P42-1 

Letter 
P42 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P42-1 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
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P43-1 

Letter 
P43 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P43-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P44-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 

Letter 
P44 

P44-1 
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P45-1 

Letter 
P45 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P45-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
P45-2 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  

P45-2 
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P46-1 

Letter 
P46 

 
 
 
 
 
P46-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P46-2 
A summary of project wide impacts, including beneficial impacts, can be found 
in Chapter 4 of the EIS – Environmental and Socioeconomics Consequences 
and Overview. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P47-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P47-2 
The discussion of the impact of the project on native species can be found in 
sections 4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10 of the EIS. 

Letter 
P47 

P46-2 

P47-1 

P47-2 
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P48-1 

Letter 
P48 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P48-1 
An analysis of impacts of the proposed project including the issues noted here 
and others can be found in Chapters 5-8. 
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P48-2 

 
 
P48-2 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. An analysis of this type is highly 
speculative and outside the scope of this report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P48-3 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 

P48-3 
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P49-1 

Letter 
P49 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P49-1 
Figure has been corrected to Pu'u Ke'eke'e 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P49-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been included into 
the administrative record for this process.  For the purposes of this document, 
"ceded lands" refers to lands that were "ceded" to the federal government by 
the State of Hawai‘i.  Hawai‘i was adopted as a territory of the U.S. 
Government in 1900 and was granted admission into the Union in 1959 via 
Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i petitioned the U.S. Congress 
for statehood and adopted by vote in the election held on November 7, 1950 
the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i entitled "An Act to provide for 
a constitutional convention, the adoption of a State constitution, and the 
forwarding of the same to the Congress of the United States, and 
appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 (Act 334, Session 
Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some individuals do not agree 
with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 1898.  However, issues of 
statehood and Hawai‘ian Sovereignty are outside of the scope of the NEPA 
process.  We understand that there are several other proposed projects by the 
federal government and others throughout the state of Hawai‘i.  We have 
identified these projects in Chapter 9 of this document.  Chapter 9 discusses 
the cumulative effects of the proposed action and actions proposed by the 
Army and other entities. 

P49-2 
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P49-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P49-3 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
 

P49-2 
cont’d 
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P49-3 
cont’d 

P49-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. Without specifics it is difficult to 
respond to this comment. However, based on public comments, the cultural 
resource sections have been expanded and revised to better describe the 
cultural landscape  and better discuss the potential impacts of this proposed 
action on those sacred areas. 
 
 
P49-5 
After the publication of the Draft EIS, the Army announced plans for an 
enhancement package for SBCTs.  The enhancements include an aviation task 
force, an increase from twelve to eighteen 155mm howitzers in the direct 
support artillery battalion, and improvements to command, control, 
communications, computer, and intelligence (C4I) assets.  The announcements 
indicated that the aviation task force would include Comanche helicopters 
when the aircraft were ready for fielding.  In February 2004, the Army 
determined that no further testing or fielding of Comanches would occur and 
canceled the Comanche program.  The SBCT aviation task force will come 
from existing 25th ID(L) aviation brigade assets and will result in minor 
changes to training, primarily some increased aviation training over WPAA in 
support of units training in that area.  The FEIS has analyzed the impacts of 
the increased aviation training over WPAA and those impacts are minimal.  
The Draft EIS analyzed the impacts of twelve 155mm howitzers, a change 
from the eighteen 105mm howitzers currently in the direct support artillery 
battalion for 2nd brigade.  The addition of another six 155mm howitzers was 
analyzed in the FEIS and resulted in minimal changes to noise impacts and no 
change in the overall determination of effect.  The C4I improvements are not 
expected to have any impacts on the environment. 
 
P49-6 
Overall, the Army has determined that the enhancements are within the 
original scope of the proposed action as described in the Draft EIS, are minor 
in nature, and do not require additional public meetings or a supplemental 
Draft EIS. 
 
 

P49-4 

P49-5 
P49-6 

P49-7 
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P49-7 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed. The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws and regulations. 
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P50-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P50-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P50-2 
A summary of project wide impacts can be found in Chapter 4 of the EIS – 
Environmental and Socioeconomics Consequences and Overview. 

Letter 
P50 

P50-2 
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Letter 
P51 

 
 
 
 
 
P51-1 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P51-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P52-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P52 

P52-1 

P51-2 
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P53-2 

Letter 
P53 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P53-1 
The need for Transformation is described in Chapter 1 – Purpose and Need 
and Scope. 
 
P53-2 
The need for Transformation is described in Chapter 1 – Purpose and Need, 
and Scope. 
 
P53-3 
The need for Transformation is described in Chapter 1 – Purpose and Need, 
and Scope. 
 
P53-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P53-5 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P53-3 

P53-4 

P53-5 

P53-1 
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P53-6 

 
 
 
P53-6 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawai‘i that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawai‘i. 
 
 
 
 
 
P53-7 
Section 1.4 - Need for the Proposed Action, describes the relevance of the 
Stryker Brigade and how it is expected to operate. 

P53-7 
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P54-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P54 

P54-1 
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P54-2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P54-2 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P54-3 

 
P54-3 
The FEIS is divided into 5 geographical areas making it easier for the general 
public to focus on impacts the project might have on their community.  In 
addition there is a guide inside the front cover describing the organization of 
the document, an abstract of the FEIS, and a very detailed Table of Contents.  
In addition the Executive Summary highlights the important aspects of the 
proposed project including a project description, a summary of impacts, and 
proposed mitigation. 
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Letter 
P55 

 
P55-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P55-2 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
 
 
P56-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P56-2 
The impacts on the local infrastructure are described in sections 4.14, 5.14, 
6.14, 7.14, and 8.14 in the EIS. 

Letter 
P56 

P55-2 

P56-1 

P56-2 
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Letter 
P57 

P57-1 
The public comment period was extended to 90 days and closed on January 3, 
2004. 
 
P57-2 
A summary of project wide impacts can be found in Chapter 4 of the EIS – 
Environmental and Socioeconomics Consequences and Overview. 
 
P57-3 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
 
P57-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process . 
 
P57-5 
Future property values are based on several factors that fall outside of the 
purview of the Army action.  It would be speculative in nature for the Army to 
assume either positive or negative impacts to adjacent property values.  If the 
Army decides to implement the proposed action, the Army will implement 
mitigation measures to help keep the proposed action to less than significant 
levels of impact where practicable. 
 
 

P57-2 

P57-5 
P57-4 
P57-3 

Letter 
P58 

P58-1 

P58-2 
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Letter 
P59 

P58-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P58-2 
The effects of the project on the marine environment are described in Section 
4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10.  Impacts at PTA are described as significant 
but mitigable to less than significant in the report.  There are no impacts 
reported at the other installations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P59-1 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  

P59-1 
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P60-1 

Letter 
P60 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P60-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. Based on public comments, the cultural 
resource sections have been revised to better describe sacred sites such as 
Mauna Kea on the island of Hawai‘i and better discuss the potential impacts of 
this proposed action on those sacred areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
P61-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P61-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P61 

P61-1 

P61-2 
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P62-1 

Letter 
P62 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P62-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P62-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  The Department of Army has 
taken every step to minimize impacts of the proposed project as describe in 
the EIS while meeting the goals of training. Many mitigation measures have 
been incorporated into the project to reduce identified impacts where possible.  
Chapter 4 summarized the potential impacts and mitigation measures. 

P62-2 
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Letter 
P63 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P63-1 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
 
 
P64-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P64-2 
Chapters 3-10 of the EIS address project impacts on the human environment. 
In accordance with NEPA regulations, the Army is conducting this EIS in 
order to identify the direct, indirect and cumulative environmental effects of 
the proposed action on the State of Hawai‘i.  If the Army decides to 
implement the proposed action, the Army will mitigate all significant impacts 
in order to minimize the overall environmental impacts of the proposed 
action. 

Letter 
P64 

P64-2 

P64-1 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-428 

P65-1 

Letter 
P65 

 
 
 
 
 
P65-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P65-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P66-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P66 

P66-1 

P65-2 
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P67-1 

Letter 
P67 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P67-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P67-2 
The impacts of the project on human health and safety can be found in 
sections 4.12, 5.12, 6.12, 7.12, and 8.12 in the EIS. 
 
P67-3 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 

P67-2 

P67-3 
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P67-4 

 
 
P67-4 
The Army is responsible for any contamination that results from its activities.  
In the past, the Army has disposed of toxic chemicals to the ground.  Much 
less was known about the effects of this disposal than is now known.  While 
accidental spills and incidental releases cannot be avoided, the EIS describes 
mitigation measures that are in place to respond to these occurrences.  
However, the best approach is prevention, and Army policy is to minimize the 
use of toxic chemicals, reduce waste generation, contain all waste, and comply 
with all federal, state, and local environmental regulations to the extent 
possible consistent with the Army’s primary mission.  The Army’s IRP 
program, which is modeled on the EPA’s approach to investigation and 
remediation of Superfund sites, is an ongoing commitment to characterize and 
cleanup contamination from past practices.  The long term remedy for 
groundwater beneath SBMR is an example of this commitment, in which the 
Army is removing the contamination and treating the water to drinking water 
standards so that its beneficial uses are not lost.  The SBCT program will 
include many modern facilities that replace older, less protective facilities.  
These facilities include environmentally protective vehicle wash facilities that 
treat and recycle water creating less waste and using less water.  The wash 
facilities also serve the purpose of preventing the inadvertent spread of plant 
species from island to island or location to location.  The Army funds many 
research programs aimed at developing technology and procedures for 
addressing environmental contamination, as well as technology transfer 
programs that disseminate information, so that the experience gained can be 
applied to environmental problems in other sectors. 
 
P67-5 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P67-5 
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P67-6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P67-6 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
 
 
 
 
P67-7 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P67-7 
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P68-3 

Letter 
P68 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P68-1 
This alternative may very well have the least adverse effects but may not be the 
best to meet the purpose and need of the proposed project. 
 
P68-2 
The determination of land requirements for the proposed action was based on 
the 2002 Range and Training Land Program Development Plan (Nakata 2002). 
 
 
 
 
 
P68-3 
The discussion on page 3-82 refers to the burning after training exercises, of 
excess propellant.  The excess propellant is burned in burn pans that enable 
the ash residue to be collected after burning and properly disposed.  Most of 
the constituents, except lead, are converted to non-toxic substances by 
burning.  The amount of lead in propellant is small, and unlikely to result in 
any health effects to military personnel or to the environment. 

P68-1 

P68-2 
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P69-2 

P68-4 
 
P68-4 
This text is actually referring to the Military Munitions rule that is described in 
Appendix N10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P69-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P69-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 

Letter 
P69 

P69-1 
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Letter 
P70 

P70-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P70-2 
During the scoping meetings, the public facilities would not allow the meetings 
to extend beyond 10:00pm.  This time restriction required that members of the 
public keep their oral comments short. After many public comments about the 
length of the meetings, and in an attempt to allow for full participation of all 
people present, the Army decided to hold the Draft EIS public meetings at 
private facilities where the facility was open as long as the Army needed.  The 
majority of the Draft EIS public meetings did not conclude until after 
12:00am.  
 
At the first two meetings Honolulu Police Department arrested a total of 
seven people for trespass when they attempted to enter the facilities with signs. 
All individuals were advised that they were welcome to enter the facilities 
without the signs.  
 
It was not the intent of the Army to restrict the public through the format and 
location of the public meetings.  We corrected the situation by working with 
the other facility locations to allow signs in the meeting rooms and provide 
tables for members of the public to display signs and information.  In addition, 
we worked with the facilities and the City and County of Honolulu’s 
prosecutor and all charges were dropped against individuals involved in the 
situation. All of the individuals who were arrested had the opportunity to 
participate in subsequent meetings and most of them attended and provided 
public comment.  
 
After the publication of the Draft EIS, the Army announced plans for an 
enhancement package for SBCTs.  The enhancements include an aviation task 
force, an increase from twelve to eighteen 155mm howitzers in the direct 
support artillery battalion, and improvements to command, control, 
communications, computer, and intelligence (C4I) assets.  The announcements 
indicated that the aviation task force would include Comanche helicopters 
when the aircraft were ready for fielding.  In February 2004, the Army 
determined that no further testing or fielding of Comanches would occur and 
canceled the Comanche program.  The SBCT aviation task force will come  

Letter 
P71 

P70-2 

P71-1 
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P72-1 

Letter 
P72 

from existing 25th ID(L) aviation brigade assets and will result in minor 
changes to training, primarily some increased aviation training over WPAA in 
support of units training in that area.  The FEIS has analyzed the impacts of 
the increased aviation training over WPAA and those impacts are  
minimal.  The Draft EIS analyzed the impacts of twelve 155mm howitzers, a 
change from the eighteen 105mm howitzers currently in the direct support 
artillery battalion for 2nd brigade.  The addition of another six 155mm 
howitzers was analyzed in the FEIS and resulted in minimal changes to noise 
impacts and no change in the overall determination of effect.  The C4I 
improvements are not expected to have any impacts on the environment.   
Overall, the Army has determined that the enhancements are within the 
original scope of the proposed action as described in the Draft EIS, are minor 
in nature, and do not require a supplemental Draft EIS.  
 
The safety of the Stryker vehicle continues to be improved as  deployment 
practices continue to evolve.  The Transformation process allows for 
adaptations to equipment and operations to ultimately meet the goals of 
current, SBCT, and future forces. 
 
 
P71-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
P72-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P72-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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Letter 
P73 

 
 
 
 
 
P73-1 
Although Department of Defense, Department of the Army, and 
Congressional representatives have issued statements that the 2d Brigade, 25th 
ID(L) will transform to a Stryker Brigade, these statements refer to 
programmatic level decisions necessary to continue the planning, funding and 
assessment processes for the proposed transformation efforts and set the 
conditions for implementing an action once a final decision has been made.  
The final decision on whether the 2d Brigade, 25th ID (L) will transform to an 
SBCT will be made by the appropriate local commander, subject to 
environmental assessment and other appropriate reviews and compliance with 
applicable federal law.     The Department of the Army issued a Programmatic 
EIS for Army Transformation in 2001, and issued its Record of Decision to 
implement Army Transformation on April 11, 2002. In that ROD, Lieutenant 
General David McKiernan confirmed a series of previously announced 
conversions of 6 brigades to interim brigade combat teams, "subject to 
appropriate evaluation of potential environmental effects in accordance with 
the National Environmental Policy Act" (ROD, page 11).The Department of 
the Army will make a decision whether or not to transform the 2d Brigade, 
25th ID(L) in Hawai‘i only after a full consideration  of all the environmental 
impacts identified and analyzed under NEPA, weighed equally with 
considerations of strategic importance, military training and readiness, 
technical considerations, economic and fiscal considerations, and other 
considerations mandated by law or policy. 
 
P73-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P73-3 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 
 

P73-1 

P73-3 
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P74-1 

Letter 
P74 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P74-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
P74-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
P74-3 
Impacts to birds at PTA and improved mitigation measures have been 
included in section 8.10. 

P74-2 

P74-3 
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P74-4 
Given the elevation differences between PTA and the Mauna Kea 
observatories and the feasibility of controlling fugitive dust from vehicle travel 
on unpaved roads, no significant impact on observatory operations is 
expected.  Predominant wind directions are downslope, away from the 
observatories.  Strong winds from the southwest can occur, but these 
situations may create other atmospheric conditions that are not ideal for 
observatory operations. A discussion has been added to Section 8.3 - Visual 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-440 

P75-1 

Letter 
P75 

 
 
 
 
P75-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P75-2 
This is outside the scope of this project.  Suggest commenter contact EPA for 
this information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P75-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  Individuals stating their opposition or 
support of the proposed action either verbally at the public meetings or in 
writing during the public comment period are all shown in by their comments 
in the Appendix on public comments in Final EIS. 

P75-2 

P75-3 
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P75-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P75-5 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
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Letter 
P76 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P76-1 
The air quality implications of activities at PTA would be generally the same 
regardless of wind direction.  Section 8.12 of the FEIS discusses wildfires at 
PTA.  Most wildfires caused by military training activities are relatively small, 
and generate correspondingly small quantities of smoke with little potential for 
health impacts to off-post locations.  Most large wildfires in the PTA area 
originate off-post, and are caused by activities other than military training.  As 
noted in Section 3.12.3 of the FEIS, no depleted uranium munitions are or 
have ever been used at any USARHAW installation.  Ambient air quality 
monitoring responsibilities rest primarily with the Hawai‘i Department of 
Health.  However, the Final EIS notes that the Army would implement a Dust 
and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that would include ambient air 
quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 
concentrations would help guide the development and implementation of an 
adaptive management program to manage training area lands and modify 
training procedures as necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality 
standards. 
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P76-2 
Ambient air quality monitoring responsibilities rest primarily with the Hawai‘i 
Department of Health.  EPA has oversight responsibility to approve the state 
ambient monitoring program, but does not directly operate ambient 
monitoring systems.  The discussion of fugitive dust issues has been expanded 
in the Final EIS to include results of dispersion modeling to estimate PM10 
concentrations from vehicle activity on unpaved roads and in off-road 
maneuver areas.  The Army has committed to mitigating dust from vehicle 
traffic on unpaved roads through a combination of dust control chemical 
applications and the use of washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle trails.  
In addition, the Army would implement a Dust and Soils Management and 
Monitoring Plan that would include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 
conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would help 
guide the development and implementation of an adaptive management 
program to manage training area lands and modify training procedures as 
necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality standards. 
 
P76-3 
Most of the compounds released by munitions use on military training ranges 
would be present as metal fragments, metal particles, or solid residues of 
various energetic materials.  Small quantities of these materials would be 
released into the air during munitions firing and detonations.  Some of the 
airborne releases would be carried by the wind beyond military installation 
boundaries, but the concentrations of these compounds would be too low to 
have any significant health effects.  Weathering, corrosion, and leaching of 
munitions residues present on military training ranges would result in the slow 
migration of small quantities of various compounds from surface layers of soil 
into deeper soil layers, with soluble compounds slowly leaching into 
groundwater bodies.  However, there are no indications that the weathering 
and leaching process is causing any significant contamination of groundwater 
resources. Please see the expanded resource discussions in sections 4.5 and 
4.12. 
 
P76-4 
There will be no depleted uranium munitions used as part of SBCT training.  
Table 2-9 lists the types and rounds of ammunition to be used.  The Stryker 
will carry various weapons  depending on the type of Stryker.  There are 10 
variations of the Stryker and a description of each can be found in Appendix 
C, Section B. 

P76-3 

P76-4 
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P77-1 

Letter 
P77 

 
 
 
 
 
P77-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
P77-2 
Chapters 3-10 of the EIS address project impacts both positive and negative 
on the human environment. In accordance with NEPA regulations, the Army 
is conducting this EIS in order to identify the direct, indirect and cumulative 
environmental effects of the proposed action on the State of Hawai‘i.  If the 
Army decides to implement the proposed action, the Army will mitigate all 
significant impacts in order to minimize the overall environmental impacts of 
the proposed action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P78-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P78 

P77-2 

P78-1 
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Letter 
P79 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P79-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawai‘ian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P79-2 
In addition peace keeping and humanitarian efforts are  mentioned on page 1 
of the Executive Summary and page 1 of  Chapter 1 – Purpose, Need, and 
Scope.  It is clear that peace keeping and humanitarian efforts are important 
duties of the Army and will continue to be of the Transformed Army. 

P79-1 

P79-2 
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P79-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
P79-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P79-2 
cont’d 

P79-4 

P79-3 
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P80-1 

Letter 
P80 

 
 
P80-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
P81-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P81-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P81-3 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawai‘i that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawai‘i. 

Letter 
P81 

P81-1 

P81-2 

P81-3 
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P82-1 

Letter 
P82 

P82-1 
There is a need for a faster reacting lighter force.  As situations change in the 
world the Army must change along with them.  The Army is very capable 
today, but to stay effective they must evolve.  The Army Transformation is 
that evolutionary process. 
 
P82-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P82-3 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The  

P82-2 

P82-3 

P82-4 

P82-5 

P82-6 

P82-7 
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cont’d 

Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P82-4 
The public comment period was extended to 90 days and ended on January 3, 
2004. 
 
P82-5 
Potential traffic impacts are analyzed in Section 5.7 for SBMR. The level of 
service for convoy traffic would be C or better (light congestion; occasional 
backups on critical approaches), assuming worst case conditions, so impacts 
would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary. The Institute of 
Transportation Engineers recommends that a traffic impact study should be 
performed if, in lieu of another locally preferred criterion, development 
generates an additional 100 vehicle trips in the peak direction during the site’s 
peak hour (Institute of Transportation Engineers 1991). Because the proposed 
action would not meet this criterion, a traffic impact study is not required. 
 
P82-6 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P82-7 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
 

P82-8 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-450 

P83-1 

Letter 
P83 

 
P82-8 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.    The NEPA process is required by law 
to be open and included public comment to the maximum extent possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P83-1 
After a careful reevaluation the Army determined that there would be a 
significant impact to soils from training activities primarily on WPAA .  Please 
see Section 4.9 for a summary and 8.9 for details at PTA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P83-2 
It is likely that heavy vehicle tires will damage plants and other biota and create 
compacted tracks in the maneuver training areas.  The EIS identifies this as an 
impact and discusses the impact in the geological resources and the biological 
resources chapters.  There is currently the potential for damage of the same 
type due to civilian vehicle use in the area proposed for maneuver training.  
The EIS discusses the project alternatives.  The Stryker vehicle is equipped 
with rubber tires rather than metal tracks.  Maneuver training will result in 
damage to a percentage of the exposed surface.  Under the Army’s ITAM 
program, discussed in the EIS, damage to lands used for military training are 
evaluated over time, and action is taken to reduce damage if it is observed.  
While damage cannot be eliminated, certain actions can be taken to reduce or 
correct the damage.  The amount of surface area damaged by Stryker vehicle 
or other vehicle use could be reduced by limiting the movement of the 
vehicles to established routes, and avoiding some areas, including areas 
deemed to be particularly sensitive. 

P83-2 
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P83-3 
Lavas from Hawaiian volcanoes are predominantly silica-saturated basalts.  
The Bishop Museum database on the geochemistry of lavas produced by 
Hawaiian volcanoes indicates that most lavas are about 20 percent elemental 
silica by weight.  Most of the silica in Hawaiian lavas is chemically combined in 
the form of metallic silicates (predominantly iron, aluminum, potassium, 
calcium, sodium, titanium, phosphorous, magnesium, and manganese silicates).  
Because erupted lavas cool quickly compared to deep magma intrusions, the 
most of the small portion of silica not bound into silicate minerals should be 
present as non-crystalline (amorphous) silica glass.  Glassy lavas do not have a 
high crystalline silica content.  However, the rapid cooling of erupted lava also 
suggests that the small amount of crystalline silica which may be formed will 
be present as very small crystals.    Based simply on the composition of parent 
materials, there is a general expectation that the silica content of Hawaiian soils 
will be primarily in the form or silicate minerals and non-crystalline silica.  The 
same expectation holds for gravels produced by crushing local rocks.  The 
basic geology of Hawai‘i does not suggest any unusual potential for exposure 
to crystalline silica from soil-generated dust.  An EPA assessment of non-
cancer health risks from silica exposure (EPA 1996) summarizes data from a 
1980 study that evaluated the crystalline silica content of airborne particulate 
matter in a number of US cities.  The EPA report identifies only one 
particulate matter sample from Hawai‘i as having been analyzed for crystalline 
silica content (US EPA 1996, pg 3-21).  That sample, collected in Honolulu, 
showed both one of the lowest coarse fraction crystalline silica contents 
reported from the 22 US cities studied (1.2 micrograms per cubic meter) and 
one of the highest PM2.5 crystalline silica contents reported from the 22 cities 
(also 1.2 micrograms per cubic meter).  Overall, crystalline silica accounted for 
only 5.2 percent of the mass of the Honolulu particulate matter sample.  The 
Honolulu sample results are consistent with the expectation that most silica in 
Hawaiian lavas is present as silicate minerals or as non-crystalline silica.  The 
results also are consistent with the expectation that most of the crystalline 
silica which is present will be in the form of microscopic crystals rather than 
visible quartz crystals.  Although there is little data available on the crystalline 
silica content of Hawaiian soils, the limited data which is available and the 
known geochemistry of lavas from Hawaiian volcanoes indicate that there 
should not be any unusual silica exposure associated with fugitive dust 
generated by military training activities in Hawai‘i.  While the microscopic size 
of crystalline silica in lava-derived dust adds to the relative respiratory hazard, 
the absolute quantities present in fugitive dust are expected to be small.  The 
respiratory hazard from fugitive dust generated by military training exercises in 
Hawai‘i should not be significantly higher than the respiratory hazard posed by 
fugitive dust exposure anywhere else in the US. 
 

P83-4 

P83-5 

P83-6 
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P83-4 
Geologically young soils derived from lava and volcanic ash will have naturally 
high concentrations of many metals.  The Bishop Museum geochemistry 
database demonstrates that Hawaiian volcanoes produce lavas with high 
natural levels of iron, aluminum, manganese, lead, and other metals.  Hawaiian 
lavas typically are 8 to 10 percent elemental iron by weight (80,000,000 to 
100,000,000 micrograms per kilogram); 6 to 8 percent elemental aluminum by 
weight (60,000,000 to 80,000,000 micrograms per kilogram); and 4 to 7 percent 
elemental magnesium by weight (40,000,000 to 70,000,000 micrograms per 
kilogram).  The iron content of some Hawaiian lavas exceeds 13 percent 
(130,000,000 micrograms per kilogram), while aluminum contents above 10 
percent (100,000,000 micrograms per kilogram) and magnesium contents as 
high as 21 percent (210,000,000 micrograms per kilogram) also have been 
reported.  The manganese content of Hawaiian lavas averages 1,250 to 1,740 
ppm by weight (1,250,000 to 1,740,000 micrograms per kilogram), while the 
lead content averages 2 to 6 ppm by weight (2,000 to 6,000 micrograms per 
kilogram) for most Hawaiian lavas.  Kilauea lavas have a lead content 
averaging 27 ppm by weight (27,000 micrograms per kilogram).  Lead contents 
as high as 25 ppm (25,000 micrograms per kilogram) are reported from the 
Honolulu series volcanics on O‘ahu, and lead contents as high as 140 ppm 
(140,000 micrograms per kilogram) are reported from Kilauea lavas.  Soils 
derived from lava and volcanic ash also will have high natural concentrations 
of these metals.  As noted in the EIS, munitions use on Army ranges obviously 
adds additional quantities of numerous metals to area soils.  Iron, aluminum, 
copper, zinc, manganese, lead, and nickel are expected to be the metals added 
in the greatest quantity.  Among these metals, lead, nickel, and manganese 
would pose the greatest potential health concerns.  But as discussed in 
Sections 5.9 and 8.9 of the EIS, the metals contents of soil samples collected at 
SBMR and PTA do not pose a significant health risk to Army personnel or to 
the general public.  The EPA industrial use PRG values are not standards; they 
are merely screening criteria used to flag conditions that may warrant further 
evaluation.  The industrial PRG values are based on health risk screening that 
assumes 25 years of occupational exposure (8 hours per work day).  Army 
personnel have much shorter exposure periods than assumed in the EPA PRG 
values.  As a result, even the presence of conditions that exceed the EPA 
industrial PRG values does not automatically constitute a significant health risk 
to Army personnel or the general public.  The EIS concludes that there are 
few significant health risks associated with troop exposure to soils at 
USARHAW installations. 

P83-7 

P83-8 
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P83-5 
The laboratory results for the soil sampling program provided an elemental 
composition analysis, not a chemical speciation analysis.  Lavas from Hawaiian 
volcanoes have an average aluminum content of  6 to 8 percent elemental 
aluminum by weight (60,000,000 to 80,000,000 micrograms per kilogram), with 
aluminum levels above 10 percent (100,000,000 micrograms per kilogram) 
reported from some samples.  Aluminum compounds are subject to leaching, 
especially in acidic conditions.  Ordnance use at USARHAW installations will 
add metallic aluminum and aluminum compounds to range soils.  Most of the 
added aluminum will be fragments of the metal casings of munitions items.  
Flares and flash devices will generate small quantities of aluminum compounds 
in the form of fumes and fine particles.  The Army’s toxic release inventory 
reports for 2001 and 2002 do not list any airborne aluminum emissions, 
meaning that airborne releases of aluminum and aluminum compounds were 
less than 0.5 pounds at any installation.  The quantities of aluminum reported 
from the SBMR samples are noticeably higher than those reported from the 
PTA soils.  A few of the aluminum concentrations reported from SBMR 
exceed the EPA industrial soils PRG value, but none of the aluminum 
concentrations reported from PTA exceed the EPA industrial PRG.   The 
industrial PRG values are based on health risk screening that assumes 25 years 
of occupational exposure (8 hours per work day).  Army personnel have much 
shorter exposure periods than assumed in the EPA PRG values.  As a result, 
the presence of conditions that exceed the EPA industrial PRG values does 
not automatically constitute a significant health risk to Army personnel or the 
general public.  The EIS concludes that there are few significant health risks 
associated with troop exposure to soils at USARHAW installations. 
 
P83-6 
Natural sources are almost certainly the dominant source of the arsenic 
concentrations detected in soils at SBMR and PTA.   Arsenic is a widely 
recognized natural constituent of volcanic rocks and of soils derived from 
volcanic materials.  Arsenic is not among the metals routinely tested for in 
geochemical analyses.  The Bishop Museum database does not include any 
data on the arsenic content of Hawaiian lavas.  Data tabulations in the 
Handbook of Soil Science indicate that the normal range of arsenic found in 
soils around the world varies from trace quantities up to 97 ppm by weight 
(Helmke 2000).  Average concentrations are typically in the range of 5 to 10 
ppm by weight (5,000 to 10,000 micrograms per kilogram), but average 
concentrations up to 17 ppm (17,000 micrograms per kilogram) have been  

P83-9 
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reported from some regions.  Arsenic is found as a trace contaminant in the 
energetic components of many munitions items, but the quantities found are 
extremely small.  There are no readily identifiable uses for arsenic in munitions 
items, although arsenic has historically been used in pesticides and 
rodenticides.  The arsenic present in munitions items appears to be the result 
of undesired trace contamination of other materials.   The Army’s toxic release 
inventory reports for 2001 and 2002 do not list any arsenic releases, meaning 
that airborne emissions of arsenic were less than 0.5 pounds per year at any 
installation.  Most of the arsenic contents found in soil samples from SBMR 
and PTA are within the range of values that would be expected from natural 
sources.  One sample from SBMR MOUT area (the MAC-04 site) had an 
arsenic content over the EPA residential soil PRG, but below the EPA 
industrial soil PRG value.  It seems unlikely that this high concentration 
sample is due to munitions use, but it might reflect historical use of arsenic-
containing rodenticides.  Given that the arsenic content of all samples was 
below the EPA industrial soil PRG value, there would be no significant health 
risk to Army personnel or the general public. 
 
P83-7 
Munitions use is not expected to be a significant source of metal fumes.  Most 
of the metals content of munitions items is in the casing material.  The metals 
content of propellants and explosives is small.  Flares contain relatively higher 
quantities of metals, especially aluminum.  Devices that produce colored 
marking smokes contain various metal salts, but obscurant smokes have low 
metals contents.  Munitions use will contribute lead to range area soils 
primarily from the impact of metal projectiles and the detonation of high 
explosive shells.  These sources  would contribute lead and other metals to 
area soils primarily as large fragments of bullets and warheads.  Weathering 
and corrosion processes would lead to gradual leaching of metals into the soil 
column.  Much smaller quantities of lead and other metals would be generated 
at firing points from the metals content of propellant charges used in 
munitions items, from metal particles generated by friction of projectile and 
the gun tube or barrel during weapons firing, and from the weathering and 
corrosion of any shell casings not collected after firing exercises.  The lead in 
artillery propellants is primarily in the form of lead stearate.  Propellant charges 
for 155 mm howitzers contain less than 0.2 grams of lead in either a 3-unit (3.5 
pound) or 5-unit (6 pound) charge.  Copper and zinc are the primary metals 
contained in artillery propellant charges, being present in amounts of 1 to 8 
grams per charge.  Small quantities of lead styphnate are used in detonators,  

P83-11 
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blasting caps, and percussion primers.  As noted in Section 5.5 of the FEIS, 
the explosive detonation process is fundamentally different from a combustion 
process.  The detonation process is a supersonic shock-wave process that 
fragments the exploding material.  The fireball accompanying the detonation 
expands so rapidly that high temperature chemical reactions are quenched very 
rapidly.  The only metal fumes that could be formed from high explosive 
ordnance would be from metals contained within the propellant, explosive, 
and pyrotechnic material in munitions items, not from shell casings, warhead 
casings, or bullets.  Flares and smoke devices are the munitions items most 
likely to generate metal fumes, since activation of those devices is more like a 
combustion process than a detonation process.  The Army’s Toxic Release 
Inventory reports for 2001 and 2002 indicate that airborne emissions of lead 
compounds was 710 pounds in 2001 and 465 pounds in 2002 for the three 
USARHAW installations where live firing occurs.  For 2001, airborne lead 
compound emissions were estimated to be 236.6 pounds at SBMR, 466.2 
pounds at PTA, and 7.6 pounds at Makua Military Reservation.  For 2002, the 
estimated quantities were 286.4 pounds at SBMR, 157.7 pounds at PTA, and 
21.2 pounds at Makua Military Reservation.  In contrast, non-air releases of 
lead and lead compounds were slightly approximately 29 tons per year at 
SBMR, 2 to 3 tons per year at PTA, and 336 to 873 pounds per year at Makua 
Military Reservation. 
 
P83-8 
Ordnance firing and detonation are not expected to be a significant source of 
metal fumes.  Projectiles can be fragmented when they impact the ground, and 
metal coverings of high explosive warheads are fragmented by detonation 
processes.  Metals are not vaporized by these processes.  Friction between 
projectiles and the gun tube or barrel generate small particles of metals, but 
would not generate metal fumes.  The only metal fumes that would form in 
the detonation processes would be from metals contained in the chemical 
composition of the energetic material itself (propellants, explosives, and 
pyrotechnics).  Shell propellants and explosive materials have very low metal 
contents.  Flares and smoke devices are the items most likely to produce metal 
fumes.  Smoke devices can include various metal salts that color the smoke 
generated by the device, and the pyrotechnic material in flares also includes 
various metal compounds.  Flares can vaporize a small portion of the 
aluminum in the flare casing, in addition to the metals that are incorporated 
into the pyrotechnic material itself.  Flares and smoke devices are only a small 
component of the ordnance items used at USARHAW ranges.  Lead is not a 
major component of pyrotechnic materials. 

P83-12 

P83-13 
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P83-9 
The Army does not believe there is a need for any special monitoring program 
for lead.  Given the high density of lead, any particles with a substantial lead 
content would settle much more rapidly than normal dust particles, and thus 
are unlikely to be transported long distances in concentrations that would have 
public health concern. 
 
P83-10 
 Beryllium is a trace component of various munitions items, being present 
either as part of the alloys used in metal parts or as a trace component of 
various rocket propellants and other energetic materials.  Rocket propellants 
would be expected to be the primary source of beryllium releases at 
USARHAW installations.  The beryllium found in metal parts would enter the 
environment within metal fragments from casing materials, and would not be 
vaporized by munitions use.  Only the trace amounts of beryllium found in 
some rocket propellants would be released in the form of fine particles or 
metal fumes.  Trace amounts of beryllium have been found in some but not all 
types of rocket propellants.  Recent testing by the Army Environmental Center 
has found very low trace concentrations of beryllium in the M18 red smoke 
grenade (US Army CHPPM 2000), but not in the M18 green, violet, or yellow 
smoke grenades.  Beryllium has not been detected in other smoke devices.  
Detectable quantities of beryllium have not been found in artillery propellants.  
The Army’s Toxic Release Inventory reports for 2001 and 2002 do not list any 
beryllium releases, meaning that cumulative emissions were less than 0.5 
pounds per year at any installation.  The most likely source for the beryllium 
found in soil samples from SBRM and PTA is the natural beryllium found  in 
lavas and lava derived soils.  Unfortunately, beryllium is not among the metals 
routinely tested for in geochemical analyses.  The Bishop Museum database 
does not include any data on the beryllium content of Hawaiian lavas.  Data 
tabulations in the Handbook of Soil Science indicate that the normal range of 
beryllium found in soils around the world varies from trace quantities up to 40 
ppm by weight (Helmke 2000).  Average concentrations are typically in the 
range of 0.5 to 2 ppm by weight (500 to 2,000 micrograms per kilogram), but 
average concentrations of 3 to 6 ppm (3,000 to 6,000 micrograms per 
kilogram) have been reported from some regions.  Thus, the beryllium 
concentrations reported for soil samples at SBMR and PTA are in a range that 
could be due to natural sources.  While very small beryllium addition would be 
expected from munitions use at rocket firing points, most of the detected 
beryllium is likely to be from natural sources.  The spatial pattern of relatively  

P83-14 

P83-15 
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higher versus relatively lower beryllium concentrations found in PTA soil 
samples may simply reflect the differences in natural beryllium levels for soils 
derived from Mauna Loa lavas versus those derived from Mauna Kea lavas.  
Most of the firing points are located on the Mauna Kea side of the installation, 
while the live fire impact area is on the Mauna Loa side of the installation.  A 
difference in natural beryllium content between Mauna Loa and Mauna Kea 
lavas also would explain the relatively high beryllium concentrations found in 
the ambient background soil sample.  The soil sample locations labeled as 
“ambient” are locations considered typical of natural background conditions.  
As is clear from the location of the background sample as shown in Figure M-
2 of Appendix M1, the background sample site is unlikely to be affected by 
military activities.  The relatively high beryllium levels found in all of the soil  
samples may very well reflect the natural variation in beryllium concentrations 
present in soils derived from Hawaiian lavas.  None of the beryllium 
concentrations found in the SBMR or PTA soil samples even come close to 
the EPA PRG values.  Thus, there is no indication that beryllium exposure at 
USARHAW installations poses a significant health risk to military personnel or 
the general public. 
 
P83-11 
The EIS has not identified any significant health risks to troops due to 
exposure to hazardous air pollutants during training exercises.  There are 
ongoing governmental studies for some chemical exposures.  If the Army 
determines that there is a significant health risk to troops due to exposures to 
hazardous air pollutants during training exercises based on ongoing or future 
studies, appropriate response measures would be implemented. 
 
P83-12 
As noted in response to other comments, ordnance detonation is not a 
combustion process.  It is a shock-wave driven decomposition and 
fragmentation process that does not convert metal casing materials into metal 
fumes.  Energetic materials are primarily organic nitrate compounds with very 
low metal contents.  The small quantities of metal fumes generated by 
propellant and explosive compound detonations or by the use of smoke and 
flare devices would not result in detectable metal fume concentrations in areas 
outside installation boundaries. 
 
P83-13 
The Army does not believe there is a need for any special monitoring program  
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for lead.  Given the high density of lead, any particles with a substantial lead 
content would settle much more rapidly than normal dust particles, and thus 
are unlikely to be transported long distances in concentrations that would have 
a public health concern. 
 
P83-14 
Available information indicates that the beryllium concentrations found in soil 
samples at SBMR and PTA are almost certainly dominated by beryllium of 
natural origin, not the result of munitions use.  Beryllium is a trace component 
of only a small number of munitions items, being present either as part of the 
alloys used in metal parts or as a trace component of various rocket 
propellants and a few other energetic materials.  Rocket propellants would be 
expected to be the primary source of beryllium releases at USARHAW 
installations, but beryllium has not been found in all types of rocket 
propellants.  The quantities of beryllium found in munitions items is much too 
small to account for the beryllium content of soils sampled at SBMR or PTA.  
The beryllium levels found in SBMR and PTA soil samples are all within the 
range of published data on the natural beryllium content of soils from around 
the world (Helmke 2000).  The differences in average beryllium concentrations 
between firing point areas and ordnance impact areas at PTA is probably due 
to the differences in natural beryllium content of soils derived from Mauna 
Kea lavas versus those derived from Mauna Loa lavas.  Ordnance firing and 
detonation are not expected to be a significant source of metal fumes.  The 
only metal fumes that would form in the detonation processes would be from 
metals contained in the chemical composition of the energetic material itself 
(propellants, explosives, and pyrotechnics).  Shell propellants and explosive 
materials have very low metal contents.  Flares and smoke devices are the 
items most likely to produce metal fumes.  Lead is not a significant component 
of pyrotechnic materials or propellants, and is present in only very small 
quantities in various explosives. 
 
P83-15 
Ordnance firing and detonation are not expected to be a significant source of 
metal fumes.  The only metal fumes that would form in the detonation 
processes would be from metals contained in the chemical composition of the 
energetic material itself (propellants, explosives, and pyrotechnics).  Shell 
propellants and explosive materials have very low metal contents.  Flares and 
smoke devices are the items most likely to produce metal fumes.  Lead is not a 
significant component of pyrotechnic materials or propellants, and is present 
in only very small quantities in various explosives.  Lead will be found in 
almost all PM10 samples collected anywhere in Hawai‘i, but it will be due 
almost entirely to the natural lead content of local soils. 
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P84-1 

Letter 
P84 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P84-1 
See Sections 4.9  and 8.9 for a discussion of lava tubes and the potential 
impacts. 
 
P84-2 
See Sections 4.9  and 8.9 for a discussion of lava tubes and the potential 
impacts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P85-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P85-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 

P84-2 

Letter 
P85 

P85-1 

P85-2 
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P86-1 

Letter 
P86 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P86-1 
All mitigation will be considered and final mitigation will be outlined in the 
ROD. Mitigation measures outlined in the USFWS biological opinions include 
surveys and research to be done on Army training lands. 
 
 
 
P86-2 
All mitigation measures will be considered and final mitigation will be included 
in the ROD. Measures agreed to by USFWS and the Army that are included in 
the biological opinions to reduce impacts to the flora and fauna can be found 
in sections 4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10. 
 
 
 
 
P86-3 
USFWS and the Army, through section 7 consultation, agreed to allow 
additional management days for the Natural Resources Team on certain ranges 
on O‘ahu . 

P86-2 

P86-3 
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P86-3 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P86-4 
These comments are on the Integrated Wildland Fire Management Plan and 
have been passed on to the preparers of that document. 

P86-4 
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P87-1 

Letter 
P87 

 
 
 
 
P87-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P87-2 
A summary of project wide impacts can be found in Chapter 4 of the EIS – 
Environmental and Socioeconomics Consequences and Overview. 
 
 
 
P88-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  In accordance with NEPA regulations, 
the Army is conducting this EIS in order to identify the direct, indirect and 
cumulative environmental effects of the proposed action on the State of 
Hawai‘i.  If the Army decides to implement the proposed action, the Army will 
mitigate all significant impacts in order to minimize the overall environmental 
impacts of the proposed action. 
 
P88-2 
Thank you for your comment.  Section 4.12 - Human Health and Safety 
summarizes potential impacts for toxic chemicals from current and past 
military use for lands that are within the region of influence of this proposed 
action.  Information on other lands is outside of the scope of the proposed 
action. However, for information about lands that are currently under US 
military control and the historic use of the lands, please contact the 
Department of Public Works at for each branch of military service.  In 
addition, studies have been done as part of the Formerly Used Defense Site 
(FUDS) program identifying lands formerly used by the military that may have 
unexploded ordnance.  For more information on these locations, contact the 
US Army Corps of Engineers, program manager for the Defense 
Environmental Restoration Program (DERP)/Formerly Used Defense Site 
(FUDS) program. 

P87-2 

Letter 
P88 

P88-1 

P88-2 
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P89-1 

Letter 
P89 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P89-1 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
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P90-1 

Letter 
P90 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P90-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
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P91-1 

Letter 
P91 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P91-1 
No depleted uranium has been used or is currently being used on the island.  
No depleted uranium is planned to be used in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P92-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P92-2 
The impacts of the proposed projects are summarized in the Executive 
Summary and Chapter 4 of the EIS.  The actions of US forces, other than 
those that would be involved in the proposed action, are outside the scope of 
the EIS. 

Letter 
P92 

P92-1 

P92-2 
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P93-1 

Letter 
P93 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P93-1 
The upgrade of Drum Road is a single and complete project separate and 
independent from the proposed SBCT in Hawai‘i.  A separate NEPA 
documentation is being developed for the upgrade of Drum Road.  These 
comments have been forwarded for consideration in the development of the 
Drum Road upgrade NEPA document. 
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P93-1 
cont’d 
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P94-1 

Letter 
P94 

 
 
 
 
 
P94-1 
The discussions in Sections 4.10, 4.12, 8.10 and 8.12 have been expanded in 
the Final EIS to better discuss the potential impacts of wildland fires.  The 
impact to biological resources from wildland fires has been changed to 
significant.  The mitigation measures proposed, including the updated 
IWFMP, will substantially reduce the severity of the impact on biological 
resources but not to less than significant levels. 
 
P94-2 
Measures to mitigate for nonnative species introductions are included in each 
chapter under the biological resources sections 4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 7.10 and 8.10. 

P94-2 
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P94-3 

 
 
P94-3 
These projects are not part of the Proposed Action.  However in Chapter 9, 
the projects are discussed in association with the Proposed Action as overall 
cumulative impacts.  The Army has determined that the overall cumulative 
impact on cultural resources would be significant. 
 
P94-4 
As discussed in the Executive Summary mitigation measures that are already in 
existence or unlikely to occur, as part of the NHPA Section 106 consultation, a 
cultural resource education center is being proposed with the PTA master 
plan.  Since this is addressed through another project, the visitor's center is no 
longer proposed as mitigation for this action. Additional mitigation measures 
are discussed in Sections 4.10 and 4.11 for biological and cultural resources. 
 
P94-5 
Cultural resource sections have been updated in the Final EIS. The overall 
impact to cultural resources on a project wide basis is significant. The 
Programmatic Agreement and other measures will reduce the severity of the 
impact but not always to a less than significant level. 
 
P94-6 
This change has been made to the text in Section 4.11.  In 1998 an overall 
CRMP was developed for all ranges.  An HPP was done for PTA, but since 
WPAA has not been purchased one has not been done.  If the Army decides 
to implement the Proposed Action, all Institutional Programs and 
management actions will be expanded to any new lands acquired by the Army.  
 
P94-7 
The Final PA as signed by the Army, SHPO, ACHP and concurring parties is 
included in Appendix J of the Final EIS. 
 
P94-8 
Mitigation measures are now more specific.  The ROD will specify which 
mitigation measures will ultimately be implemented.  Text in the FEIS cultural 
resource sections has been revised to address public comments. 
 
 

P94-4 

P94-5 

P94-6 

P94-7 

P94-8 

P94-9 
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P94-10 

P94-9 
As discussed in Section 8.12, all areas that could be impacted by the Proposed 
Action have been surveyed for presence/absence of cultural resources. The 
survey results have been included in the Final EIS.  In addition, the cultural 
resource analysis has been expanded and in some cases the determination has 
been changed to significant. 
 
P94-10 
The Final PA as signed by the Army, SHPO, ACHP and concurring parties is 
included in Appendix J of the Final EIS 
 
P94-11 
Each specific site was surveyed and no artifacts or surface features were found 
indicating the presence of cultural resources.  However, once construction 
begins these sites will be bound by the conditions described in the PA to 
protect any resources discovered at that time. 
 
P94-12 
The Final PA as signed by the Army, SHPO, ACHP and concurring parties is 
included in Appendix J of the FEIS. 
 
P94-13 
Chapter 10 has been expanded to better discuss the potential impacts to 
environmental justice issues included Areas of Traditional Importance. 
Mitigation measures including the implementation of the Final PA are 
discussed.  As part of the mitigation, the Army will consult with Native 
Hawaiian organizations on potential impacts to ATIs. 
 

P94-11 

P94-12 

P94-13 
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P94-16 

P94-14 

P94-14 
During the scoping meetings, the public facilities would not allow the meetings 
to extend beyond 10:00pm.  This time restriction required that members of the 
public keep their oral comments short. After many public comments about the 
length of the meetings, and in an attempt to allow for full participation of all 
people present, the Army decided to hold the Draft EIS public meetings at 
private facilities where the facility was open as long as the Army needed.  The 
majority of the Draft EIS public meetings did not conclude until after 
12:00am.  At the first two meetings Honolulu Police Department arrested a 
total of seven people for trespass when they attempted to enter the facilities 
with signs. All individuals were advised that they were welcome to enter the 
facilities without the signs.  It was not the intent of the Army to restrict the 
public through the format and location of the public meetings.  We corrected 
the situation by working with the other facility locations to allow signs in the 
meeting rooms and provide tables for members of the public to display signs 
and information.  In addition, we worked with the facilities and the City and 
County of Honolulu’s prosecutor and all charges were dropped against 
individuals involved in the situation. All of the individuals who were arrested 
had the opportunity to participate in subsequent meetings and most of them 
attended and provided public comment. 
 
P94-15 
The Transformation program encompasses a number of projects and 
operations on two islands and requires extensive planning and coordination. 
Over the past two years, the Army has gone to great lengths to be inclusive of 
both the public-at-large and the many various groups that may be directly or 
indirectly affected by the proposed action. Since January 2002, Transformation 
representatives have participated in approximately one hundred meetings to 
present information on the program and to discuss concerns and issues that 
these groups may have. Over a dozen meetings at various locations on O‘ahu 
and Hawai‘i were designed specifically for the general public to attend. The 
purposes of these meetings included general information dissemination, 
technical discussions on specific topics, discussions of issues and concerns, 
planning and analysis, etc. In addition, smaller meetings were held to discuss a 
diverse range of interests on a more focused level. Invitees and specific 
agendas varied depending upon the particular issues involved, but these 
meetings have been attended by representatives from federal, state and county 
agencies; the media; cultural resources, hunting, engineering, conservation and 
civic groups; neighboring landowners; neighborhood boards; the Boy Scouts,  

P94-20 

P94-15 

P94-17 

P94-18 

P94-19 
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P94-21 

and other community leaders, to name a few.  The 15 May 2002 meeting was 
held specifically for key leaders from the island of Hawai‘i and the invitation 
list was developed for a discussion aimed at that level. This meeting followed a 
series of Public Scoping meetings held several weeks earlier to inform the 
general public and encourage their input. The 16 July 2003 meeting was a 
specific Land Use meeting for an array of interested parties. Attendees 
included representatives from the County of Hawai‘i, the Economic 
Development Board, Hawai‘ian Homelands, Royal Order of Kamehameha, 
The Nature Conservancy, Chamber of Commerce, University of Hawai‘i at 
Hilo, a State Representative, State Senators, and, among others, Ms Harden 
herself from the Sierra Club. 

P94-16 
We thank you for your comments.  We acknowledge the postponement of the 
proposed meeting scheduled for September 12, 2002.  The meeting was 
postponed due to conflicting mission requirements.  The Army contacted the 
Sierra Club and informed them of the postponement and procedures for them 
to reschedule.  The Army continues to welcome requests for tours of PTA as 
part of our overall community relations outreach program.  In order to protect 
the safety of those on the tours and the security of Army training activities, 
accessible locations and tour sizes will be determined on a case by case 
basis.  For more information, please contact the U.S. Army Hawai‘i, PTA 
Public Affairs Office. 

P94-17 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable  

P94-22 

P94-23 

P94-24 

P94-25 

P94-26 

P94-27 

P94-28 
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P94-29 

laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P94-18 
 In regards to disability accommodations at the Hilo meetings, Ms. Harden had 
requested a well-ventilated room with no carpeting and no air conditioning 
due to health related issues.  The Army held the meetings in a well ventilated 
room and set up an live video feed of the meetings in the lanai area that was 
free of air conditioning and carpeting in order accommodate Ms. Harden as 
well as provide overflow capacity for the Hilo meetings.   
 
P94-19 
According to NEPA regulations, the main text of a Final EIS should normally 
be no longer than 300 pages for proposals of unusual scope or complexity (40 
CFR 1502.7).  In practice, this recommended page limit is typically exceeded.  
The main text of this SBCT document is over 1,000 pages in length, but the 
scope of the proposal, involving twenty-eight projects, acquisition of over 
24,000 acres of land on two Hawaiian islands, and the comprehensive and 
complex evaluation of  a multitude of resource impacts on the affected 
environment on O‘ahu and Hawai‘i necessitates an impact statement of this 
magnitude.  For reviewers not electing to read the entire main text, the 
Executive Summary provides a comprehensive impact evaluation overview, 
including a mitigation matrix.    
The public comment period was extended to 90 days and ended on January 3, 
2004. 
 
P94-20 
Although the Department of Defense, Department of the Army, and 
Congressional representatives have issued statements that the 2nd Brigade, 
25th ID(L) will transform to a Stryker Brigade, these statements refer to 
programmatic level decisions necessary to continue the planning, funding and 
assessment processes for the proposed transformation efforts and set the 
conditions for implementing an action once a final decision has been made.   
The final decision on whether the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) will transform to 
an SBCT will be made by the appropriate local commander, subject to  
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P94-35 

environmental assessment and other appropriate reviews and compliance with 
applicable federal law.  The EIS chapter on cumulative impacts considering 
past, present, and future activities has been revised to include additional 
information of this type in the Final EIS.    
The Relocation of the Kilauea Fire Station at PTA is not a part of the 
proposed action and is undergoing its own NEPA evaluation. This project has 
been added to Chapter 9 (Island of Hawai‘i Project #10) and evaluated as part 
of potential cumulative effects. 
 
P94-21 
Figure ES-4 is provided as an overview of project locations in the Executive 
Summary. Table 2-4 lists all of the projects and directs the reader to Appendix 
D for details as does Section 2.3.2.  Appendix D provides detailed maps and 
descriptions of all projects including  the proposed range maintenance facility 
and range control building. 
 
P94-22 
As shown in Table ES-23, the proposed mitigation of placing a vehicle wash 
are Kawaihae Harbor is unlikely to occur because of logistical constraints 
including the lack of space and lack of utilities.  The Army has identified other 
mitigation measures to reduce the impact of the spread of non-native species.  
These are identified in Table ES-22 and Section 4.10. The Army has listed 
those mitigation measures that are high priority and those that are unlikely to 
occur because of limited resource, unfeasible or there are similar measures 
already in place.  The ROD will indicate which mitigation measures will  be 
implemented. 
 
P94-23 
This change has been made to the text in Section 4.11.  In 1998 an overall 
CRMP was developed for all ranges.  An HPP was done for PTA, but since 
WPAA has not been purchased one has not been done.  If the Army decides to  
implement the Proposed Action, all Institutional Programs and management 
actions will be expanded to any new lands acquired by the Army.  
 
P94-24 
The Final PA as signed by the Army, SHPO, ACHP and concurring parties is 
included in Appendix J of the Final EIS. 
 

P94-36 

P94-37 

P94-38 

P94-39 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-475 

P94-40 

P94-25 
CZM Consistency Determination and State of Hawai‘i letter of concurrence is 
included in the Final EIS in Appendix E. 
 
P94-26 
Conversion of the WPAA to military use is described as a less than significant 
impact in Section 8.2.2.   However, it is possible that cattle grazing would 
continue on the WPAA.  If the Army decided to implement the proposed 
action, the Army would weigh the potential of continued cattle grazing on the 
proposed West PTA acquisition area based on the potential benefits to fire 
reduction, potential interference with ongoing Army training, and requests of 
local cattle ranchers.   If the Army decided that cattle grazing were appropriate, 
cattle would be managed so as to avoid any overgrazing and any resulting 
significant soil erosion.  In accordance with Army Regulations 350-4, the 
mandate of the ITAM program is to manage land for Army training and repair 
damage incurred by Army training.  As part of this mandate, this would also 
include any related actions such as managing land for grazing or repairing 
damage caused by the cattle.   Continued use of the WPAA for agricultural 
purposes, consistent with Army use, would result in a less than significant 
impact on the community. However, as discussed in Chapter 9, the Army 
acknowledges that the cumulative impact on the conversion of agricultural 
lands from past, present and reasonable foreseeable future actions would be 
significant.  Any dust palliative used would be "environmentally friendly". 
 
P94-27 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. These impacts are addressed in Sections 
8.2 – Land Use, 8.6 – Noise, 8.10 – Biological Resources, and 8.11 – Cultural 
Resources. 
 
P94-28 
As discussed in Section 3.6, the ENMP program is an on-going Army planning 
program that is not directly related to the proposed action.  As such, the 
ENMP is not a required element of the EIS process.  The EIS incorporates 
available information from the ENMP, and supplements that information with 
additional noise analyses related to vehicle noise, helicopter and aircraft noise, 
and small arms firing noise. Mitigation measures to reduce the impact from 
noise are identified in Sections 4.6, 5.6 and 8.6. 

P94-41 

P94-42 

P94-43 

P94-44 
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P94-45 

P94-29 
In general, the details of archaeological surveys, including locations and 
contents are kept confidential and made available only to professionals with a 
need to know and to the impacted native Hawaiians. The results of the site 
survey have been included in the final EIS. 
 
P94-30 
The Final PA as signed by the Army, SHPO, ACHP and concurring parties is 
included in Appendix J of the Final EIS. 
 
P94-31 
The Final PA as signed by the Army, SHPO, ACHP and concurring parties is 
included in Appendix J of the Final EIS. 
 
P94-32 
The farmland conversion rating forms are included in Appendix E of the Final 
EIS. 
 
P94-33 
The page recommendations for EISs are guidelines and not strict 
requirements.  In practice, these recommended page limits are typically 
exceeded.  An EIS must be long enough to adequately address the important 
issues as required by the CEQ Regulations.  The scope of the proposed action, 
involving twenty-eight projects, acquisition of over 24,000 acres of land on 
two Hawaiian Islands, and the comprehensive and complex evaluation of a 
multitude of resource impacts on the affected environment on O‘ahu and 
Hawai‘i necessitates an impact statement of this magnitude.  The FEIS is 
divided into 5 geographical areas with the intent of making it easier for the 
general public to focus specifically on impacts the project might have on their 
community.  In addition there is a guide inside the front cover describing the  
organization of the document, an abstract of the FEIS, and a very detailed 
Table of Contents. For reviewers not electing to read the entire main text, the 
Executive Summary provides a comprehensive impact evaluation overview, 
including a mitigation matrix. 
 
P94-34 
Under NEPA, the agency proposing the action makes the decision on the 
action after the EIS has been completed.  The Army will make the final 
decision on the action with the issuance of the Record of Decision. 

P94-46 

P94-47 

P94-48 

P94-49 
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P94-52 

P94-35 
The impacts to surface water quality and soil erosion have been expanded to 
clarify the relationship of the two and associated impacts. There is a potential 
for erosion to impact surface water without effective mitigation measures.  
The Army will  implement several mitigation measures to control erosion so 
that soil erosion will not have a significant effect on water quality.  See sections 
4.8,  and 4.9 for a summary of the impacts and mitigation measures for water 
and soil and sections 5.8,6.8, 7.8, 8,8, 5.9, 6.9, 7.9, and 8.9 for impacts at 
specific installations. 
 
P94-36 
The discussions and analysis in Sections 4.5 ,and 4.9 have been expanded.  
Based on more extensive modeling and more detailed mitigation measures 
discussed in Section 4.5 such as the Dust and Soils Management and 
Monitoring Plan (DuSMMoP), the Army has determined that the impact to air 
quality from fugitive dust is significant but mitigable to less than significant. 
The impact to air quality from wind erosion and soil loss from training 
activities is significant.  The proposed mitigation measures will substantially 
reduce the severity of the impact but not to less than significant levels. 
 
P94-37 
As discussed in Section 8.2 and Section 8.10, impacts to land use and natural 
resources will not be significant. The discussions in Section 8.10 have been 
expanded to better address potential impacts from the Proposed Action on 
biological resources.  In some cases, the determination has been changed. 
 
P94-38 
The discussion of fugitive dust issues has been expanded in the Final EIS to 
include results of dispersion modeling to estimate PM10 concentrations from 
vehicle activity on unpaved roads and in off-road maneuver areas.  The Army 
has committed to mitigating dust from vehicle traffic on unpaved roads 
through a combination of dust control chemical applications and the use of 
washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle trails.  In addition, the Army would 
implement a Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that would 
include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The monitoring 
of ambient PM10 concentrations would help guide the development and 
implementation of an adaptive management program to manage training area 
lands and modify training procedures as necessary to ensure compliance with 
federal air quality standards. 

P94-53 
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P94-55 

P94-39 
Section 8.5 and 8.9 have been expanded to better discuss the potential impacts 
of the Proposed Action on fugitive dust and soil erosion.  Additional 
mitigation measures have been identified and are discussed in these sections. 
 
P94-40 
The discussions in Sections 4.8, 4.9, 4.10, 8.8, 8.9, and 8.10 have been 
expanded in the Final EIS to better discuss the potential impacts of wildland 
fires.  The impact to biological resources from wildland fires has been changed 
to significant.  The mitigation measures proposed, including the updated 
IWFMP, will substantially reduce the severity of the impact on biological 
resources but not to less than significant levels. 
 
P94-41 
The discussions in Sections 4.10, 4.12, 8.10 and 8.12 have been expanded in 
the Final EIS to better discuss the potential impacts of wildland fires.  The 
impact to biological resources from wildland fires has been changed to 
significant.  The mitigation measures proposed, including the updated 
IWFMP, will substantially reduce the severity of the impact on biological 
resources but not to less than significant levels. Appendix O has been updated 
with the current overview of the IWFMP. 
 
P94-42 
The discussions in Sections 4.10, 4.12, 8.10 and 8.12 have been expanded in 
the Final EIS to better discuss the potential impacts of wildland fires.  The 
impact to biological resources from wildland fires has been changed to 
significant.  The mitigation measures proposed, including the updated 
IWFMP, will substantially reduce the severity of the impact on biological 
resources but not to less than significant levels.  The updated IWFMP is 
available upon request. 
 
P94-43 
Since the publication of the Draft EIS, the Army has updated the Integrated 
Wildland Fire Management Plan (IWFMP).  This update considered the issues 
surrounding the Makua Valley wildland fire of July 2003 and includes 
protocols to reduce the risk of a similar fire.  As discussed in the Executive 
Summary, and Sections 4.10 and 4.12, the IWFMP is proposed as mitigation to 
reduce the severity of the risk of wildland fires.  The IWFMP is available upon 
request. 

P94-57 

P94-58 

P94-59 

P94-60 

P94-61 

P94-62 

P94-63 

P94-56 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-479 

P94-64 

P94-44 
Appendix O provides an overview of the Integrated Wildland Fire 
Management Plan (IWFMP).  The risks were considered in the development 
of the IWFMP when developing the specifics of the plan.  The IWFMP for 
O‘ahu and Pōhakuloa Training Areas was updated on October 2003 
incorporating lessons learned as a result of the Makua fire.  As discussed in the 
Executive Summary as proposed mitigation, the Army will fully implement this 
plan for all existing and new training areas to reduce the impacts associated 
with wildland fires.  The plan is available upon request. 
 
P94-45 
The Air Quality, Water Resources and Human Health and Safety Hazards 
sections (Section 4.5, 4.8. 4.12, 5.5,5.8, 5.12, 6.5, 6.8, 6.12, 7.5, 7.8, 7.12, 8.5, 
8.8 and 8.12) have been expanded to discuss proposed dust palliative 
treatments and potential impacts or considerations for their use.  If the Army 
decides to implement the Proposed Action, the Army proposes to use 
"environmentally friendly" dust control measures that would have less than 
significant impacts on water resources. 
 
P94-46 
Sections 4.9, 4.12, 8.9 and 8.12 discuss the impacts from potential 
contaminants in soils.  The soil sampling showed that contaminants occurred 
over a range of concentrations, as would be expected.  Some of the 
concentrations exceeded EPA PRGs.  However, when taken together, the 
exposure risks were generally well below the EPA threshold criteria.  The soil 
investigation of the ranges was designed to determine if there is an overall risk 
of exposure to the public or military personnel by changes in range designs in 
the Proposed Action.  US EPA PRG levels were used as a reference criteria 
for this analysis. Based on comparison of the investigation results to US EPA 
PRGs, the human health and environmental risks from the cumulative results 
of past activities at the ranges appear not to be significant.  Some contaminants 
degrade more slowly than others.  Those that degrade more slowly will tend to 
accumulate more quickly in soils, while those that degrade quickly may 
decrease, depending on use.  The initial sampling of the ranges suggests that 
explosives degrade quickly relative to the rate of deposition.  Lead and some 
other metals may accumulate over time.  However, the rate of accumulation 
will be slow, and in the case of lead, for example, may be reversed in the future 
by the substitution of “green” ammunition for lead-alloy projectiles. 

P94-65 
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P94-69 

P94-47 
The discussions in Section 4.8, Section 4.9, Section 8.8, and Section 8.9 have 
been expanded to better address the relationship between surface water quality 
and soil erosion.  The Army has determined that the Proposed Action would 
have a significant impact on soil loss from training activities and a significant 
but mitigable impact to surface water quality and soil erosion from wildland 
fires. These sections propose mitigation to reduce the severity of the impacts. 
 
P94-48 
These results and their potential affect on surface soil and water pollution are 
further discussed in Sections 4.8 (Water Resources) and 4.9 (Geology, Soils, 
and Seismology). The investigation report is included in Appendix M1.  While 
the rate at which metallic lead from bullets would be deposited on the ranges 
would likely increase by 25 percent overall, the concentrations of lead that 
would be detected in soil samples taken at some future date would not increase 
by this amount.  There are several reasons for this.  The current concentrations 
of lead in soils are the result of years of past use of the ranges.  The lead comes 
from the gradual weathering and disintegration of bullets in addition to other 
possible sources of lead in munitions, all of which is in addition to the natural 
background concentration of lead in the soils.   Each year, more bullets 
accumulate on the ranges, adding slightly to the average concentration of lead 
present in the soils.  Some of the lead is removed with soils through erosion.  
Some migrates deeper in the soil column.  Also, much of the increased use of 
bullets will occur on small arms firing ranges where the bullets are deposited in 
small target areas.  Therefore, the additional lead projectiles will not be widely 
dispersed on the ranges.  Therefore, it is likely that the rate at which lead is 
deposited on ranges will decrease, while the concentration of lead in soils will 
continue to increase for a time, and then decrease when lead bullets are phased 
out.  Since the lead is widely distributed, except in the small arms target ranges, 
the rate at which concentrations in soils increase in any particular location 
should be very low.    It should also be noted, as mentioned in the EIS, that 
the Army is evaluating a gradual shift from use of lead-containing ammunition 
to use of “green ammunition” that does not contain lead. 
 
P94-49 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO  

P94-70 
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P94-74 

accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P94-50 
As summarized in Section 4.12, the Army proposes mitigation measures to 
include UXO clearance activities prior to construction and during training 
activities to reduce the overall UXO accumulation and potential risk to human 
health and safety through the life of the project. The Installation Restoration 
Program is coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance 
with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or 
time required related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been 
completed.  The Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance 
with applicable laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to 
relinquish ownership of the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC), the Army will clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in 
accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited 
to the implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P94-51 
The Army acknowledges that there may be some impact from these activities 
but believe it would be less than significant because the likelihood of 
evacuations or road closures is low and their duration, if required, would be 
short. Section 8.2 has been changed to reflect this. 
 
P94-52 
The Army has expanded the discussion of cumulative impact of ammunitions 
and UXO to human health and safety in Chapter 9.  The Army has determined  
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that in light of past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions, the 
proposed action would have a significant cumulative impact on human health 
and safety hazards from an increase in ammunitions and UXO.  All 
commercial carriers are required to follow strict protocol in the transportation 
of ammunition to ensure safety.  The Army assumes that these carriers are 
following all requirements for their permits.  No depleted uranium has been 
used or is currently being used on the island.  No depleted uranium is planned 
to be used in the future. 
 
P94-53 
Based on agency and public comment, Sections 8.5 and 8.6 have been 
expanded and additional mitigation measures proposed.  With mitigation the 
impacts from fugitive dust to Waiki'i Ranch and Kilohana Girl Scout camp will 
be reduced to less than significant.  The  Army also ran additional noise 
analysis that incorporated changes to the way training was conducted.  The 
new modeling was based on spreading training over a larger area that resulted 
in reducing the size of the Zone II contours so that Mauna Kea State Park and 
the Kilohana Girl Scout Camp are no longer in Zone II.  See Section 8.6 for a 
revised discussion of Noise. 
 
P94-54 
Replacement of the cesspools is not within the scope of the Transformation of 
the 25th ID(L).  As discussed in Chapter 9 - cumulative impacts, the Army is 
proposing an advanced wastewater treatment upgrade as a separate single and 
complete action.  The Army will abide by all appropriate laws and regulations 
in the proposed development and design of this upgrade. 
 
P94-55 
CZM Consistency Determination and the State of Hawai‘i letter of 
concurrence are included in the Final EIS Appendix E. 
 
P94-56 
Mitigation measures likely to occur are outlined in the Executive Summary.  As 
shown in Table ES-23, this mitigation measures is unlikely to occur due to 
limited resources.  The Army has identified more feasible and effective 
measures in Table ES-22 to address the same impacts.  The Army reviewed 
the measures based on public comments and the benefits of each measure to 
reduce impacts.  The Army has listed those mitigation measures that are high 
priority and those that are unlikely to occur because of limited resource,  
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unfeasible or there are similar measures already in place.  The ROD will 
indicate which mitigation measures will  be implemented. 
 
P94-57 
Conversion of the WPAA to military use is described as a less than significant 
impact in Section 8.2.2.   However, it is possible that cattle grazing would 
continue on the WPAA.  If the Army decided to implement the proposed 
action, the Army would weigh the potential of continued cattle grazing on the 
proposed West PTA acquisition area based on the potential benefits to fire 
reduction, potential interference with ongoing Army training, and requests of 
local cattle ranchers.   If the Army decided that cattle grazing were appropriate, 
cattle would be managed so as to avoid any overgrazing and any resulting 
significant soil erosion.  In accordance with Army Regulations 350-4, the 
mandate of the ITAM program is to manage land for Army training and repair 
damage incurred by Army training.  As part of this mandate, this would also 
include any related actions such as managing land for grazing or repairing 
damage caused by the cattle.   Continued use of the WPAA for agricultural 
purposes, consistent with Army use, would result in a less than significant 
impact on the community. However, as discussed in Chapter 9, the Army 
acknowledges that the cumulative impact on the conversion of agricultural 
lands from past, present and reasonable foreseeable future actions would be 
significant.  Any dust palliative used would be "environmentally friendly". 
Any dust palliative used would be "environmentally friendly" and would be 
properly applied. Gunpowder is composed of about 75% potassium nitrate, 
and the rest is inert (charcoal and sulfur).  Nearly all of these constituents are 
used up in the detonation that occurs upon firing.  The combustion products 
of burning gunpowder are gases:  nitrogen, carbon dioxide, and sulfur vapor, 
none of which would not be detectable above background levels in soils or 
groundwater at the minute concentrations that result from firing ammunition.  
Nitrogen is the principal constituent of air in the atmosphere, and is required 
for plant growth.  Potassium nitrate is also used in fertilizers. 
 
P94-58 
These impacts are addressed in Sections 8.2 - Land Use, 8.6 - Noise, 8.10 - 
Biological Resources, and 8.11 - Cultural Resources. 
 
P94-59 
As discussed in Section 8.2 and shown on the Farmland Conversion Rating 
Form from NRCS in Appendix E, there are no designated prime or unique  
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agricultural lands at WPAA. Of the 23,000 acres, approximately 16,266 acres 
are zoned as important by State or local plans.    This represents a total  
conversion of 0.029 percent of agricultural lands in the county of Hawai‘i.  The 
Army has determined that this conversion of agricultural land on a project 
wide basis is a less than significant impact.  As discussed in Chapter 9 - 
Cumulative Impacts, in light of past, present and reasonably foreseeable future 
actions, there is a significant impact to land use from the conversion of 
agricultural lands. 
 
P94-60 
During the EIS review process, the Army has coordinated with Natural 
Resource Conservation Service and is compiling with all requirements of the 
Farmland Policy and Protection Act (FPPA). (See Sections 4.2, 8.2, and 
Appendix E).  If the Army decided to implement the proposed action, the 
management and use of the West PTA acquisition area would be conducted 
per federal regulations and guidelines.  State regulations and guidelines do not 
apply to federal actions.  However, the Army has considered State policies in 
its overall assessment of impacts in the EIS.   In following FPPA 
requirements,  CEQ guidance and Army policy, the Army has determined that 
the proposed conversion of West PTA acquisition area is consistent with these 
regulations and guidance and the impact would be less than significant. 
 
P94-61 
Factors considered in determining significance for impacts on land use are 
discussed in Section 4.2. 
 
P94-62 
Visual impacts from construction of FTI antennas are discussed in sections 
4.3, 5.3, 6.3, 7.3, and 8.3.  The Army has committed to implementing 
mitigation for visual impacts by screening construction, mimicking 
surrounding areas, and other means. If the Army decides to implement the 
Proposed Action, the total number of FTI antennae will be less than what is 
analyzed in the Final EIS. Of the 25 locations evaluated for construction of 
the Fixed Tactical Internet antennas on O‘ahu and Hawai‘i, a maximum of 
eight will be selected on each island from the locations represented in the EIS. 
Locations will be chosen based on the most suitable locations for  



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-485 

communication logistics and avoidance of environmental concerns such as 
cultural and biological resources. Cumulative impacts on visual resources are 
discussed in Chapter 9. 
 
P94-63 
Chapter 9 discusses overall cumulative impacts from land use.  Although the 
Proposed Action has a less than significant project wide impact on the 
conversion of agricultural land, in light of the historical, ongoing and 
reasonably foreseeable future actions the overall cumulative impact of all 
actions in Hawai‘i is significant. 
 
P94-64 
This is discussed in Section 8.14.1.  Current water demands at PTA (ranging 
between 3.6 million and 50 million gallons of water per year) are met by 
trucking in water in 5,000-gallon tankers from Waimea.  The increased demand 
would fall within the range of water demand experienced currently and is not 
expected to adversely affect supply.   Traffic increases would total fewer than 
two extra truckloads per week. 
 
P94-65 
The beneficial impact in question is with regards to recreational access.  As 
discussed in Section 8.2,  access and subsequent hunting would only be 
allowed in those areas deemed safe for such activities. 
 
P94-66 
Impacts on safety, noise, and emissions are addressed in the EIS in all 
Chapters 4 - 8 in sub sections 4 for airspace, 6 for noise, 5 for air quality, and 
12 for human health and safety.  As noted in Chapter 2 of the EIS, the 
Proposed Action would equip the 2nd Brigade with 4 UAVs, each of which 
would be flown for about 600 hours per year.  There would be an average of 
600 total sorties per year.  Thus, typical sorties would last about 4 hours each.  
As noted in the Airspace sections of the various installation chapters for the 
FEIS, most UAV flights would be conduced within existing restricted airspace 
areas.  Any flight activity outside of restricted airspace areas would require 
compliance with FAA regulations and procedures.  Consequently, UAV flight 
activity would not create any significant safety issues.  And as noted in the 
noise impact sections of the Final EIS, UAV flight activity would not create 
any significant noise impacts. 
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P94-67 
As discussed in Section 8.14.1, current water demands at PTA (ranging 
between 3.6 million and 50 million gallons of water per year) are met by 
trucking in water in 5,000-gallon tankers from Waimea.  The increased demand 
would fall within the range of water demand experienced currently and is not 
expected to adversely affect supply.   Traffic increases would total fewer than 
two extra truckloads per week. 
 
P94-68 
NEPA requires that a Federal EIS include a discussion of irreversible and 
irretrievable commitments of resources that would be involved in the 
proposed action if it is implemented (40 CFR 1502.16).  This refers primarily 
to energy requirements and conservation potential of the proposed action and 
alternatives. An EIS should present the energy and material uses that would 
result from construction and operation of a proposed action and alternatives.  
Chapter 10 discusses impacts on renewable and nonrenewable energy and 
material resources and is considered adequate.  Impacts on land resources are 
extensively discussed in Chapters 4-9 of the main text.  The vehicles 
referenced have the capability to identify various reagents, but do not contain 
these agents.  Their environmental impacts are virtually identical to similar 
vehicle that have been on island for several years. 
 
P94-69 
Noise impact discussions regarding training activities at WPAA have been 
expanded in the Final EIS.  Smoke devices used as obscurants or to simulate 
biological, chemical, or nuclear exposure conditions have minimal noise 
impacts.  Grenade and artillery simulators would have localized noise impacts, 
but the frequency of their use has not been determined.  Noise impacts from 
these devices could be minimized by maintaining adequate separation from 
noise-sensitive land uses or by limiting their use during nighttime hours.  As 
discussed in the Final EIS in Section 8.6, the Army proposes to mitigate the 
impacts from noise at WPAA by implementing a 1,000 foot daytime noise 
buffer zone  and a 2,000 foot nighttime noise buffer zone for training 
activities.  The implementation of these buffer zones would reduce the impact 
to the Mauna Kea State Park, Waiki'i Ranch, and the Kilohana Girl Scout Camp 
to less than significant levels. As discussed in Section 8.6, there would be no 
significant impact from noise associated with the proposed action on Waimea  
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P94-70 
Low altitude helicopter flights are a routine component of training exercises at 
PTA.  The Proposed Action would extend low altitude helicopter flight 
activity into WPAA. Section 8.6 in the Final EIS has reanalyzed noise contours 
based on this change, finding only minimal changes to the noise contours at 
both PTA and SBMR. For the aviation training, there are no changes proposed 
in the number of aircraft from what already exists at the US Army Hawai‘i's 
Aviation Brigade. The only change that would occur is a slight increase in 
aviation training over the proposed West PTA Acquisition Area, as the 
Aviation Brigade would train along with the SBCT brigade during different 
training maneuvers. The analysis in the FEIS reflects  this change in aviation 
training over West PTA.  As noted in the DEIS and the revised discussion in 
the Final EIS, potentially significant noise impacts from such training activities 
can be mitigated to a less than significant level.  The Army acknowledges that 
local residents may not agree with the criteria the Army uses to determine 
acceptable noise levels. 
 
P94-71 
Low altitude helicopter flights are a routine component of training exercises 
PTA.  The Proposed Action would extend low altitude helicopter flight 
activity into WPAA.  Section 8.6 in the Final EIS has reanalyzed new noise 
impact discussions regarding training activities at WPAA have been expanded 
in the Final EIS to include current estimates of helicopter flight activity at 
WPAA as well as additional information on small arms firing noise.  As noted 
in the DEIS and the revised discussion in the Final EIS, potentially significant 
noise impacts from such training activities can be mitigated to a less than 
significant level.  The Army acknowledges that local residents may not agree 
with the criteria the Army uses to determine acceptable noise levels. 
 
P94-72 
The discussion of noise from vehicle traffic on the PTA Trail has been 
expanded in the Final EIS.  The closest point on the PTA Trail to is 1.25 miles 
from Waiki’i Ranch, and 1.8 miles from Kilohana Girl Scout Camp.  Hourly 
average noise levels from normal convoy traffic on PTA Trail would be about 
37 dBA at Waiki’i Ranch and about 31 dBA at Kilohana Girl Scout Camp.  
These noise levels are comparable to or less than normal daytime background 
noise levels.   
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While military convoy traffic between Kawaihae Harbor and PTA normally 
would be limited to no more than 100 vehicles per hour, higher traffic 
volumes are possible within the WPAA segment of the PTA Trail during 
training exercise events.  If traffic volumes reached 400 vehicles per hour, 
resulting hourly average noise levels would be about 43 dBA at Waiki’i Ranch 
and about 37 dBA at Kilohana Girl Scout Camp.  These noise levels would be 
close to normal daytime background noise levels, and thus would not 
constitute significant noise impacts. 
 
P94-73 
Section 8.6 of the Final EIS has a revised discussion of noise impacts from 
training activities in WPAA. The Army proposes to  mitigate the impacts from 
noise at WPAA by implementing a 1,000 foot daytime noise buffer zone  and a 
2,000 foot nighttime noise buffer zone for training activities.  The 
implementation of these buffer zones would reduce the impact to the Mauna 
Kea State Park, Waiki'i Ranch, and the Kilohana Girl Scout Camp to less than 
significant levels." 
 
P94-74 
Text has been modified to identify the location of the following military 
ammunition regulation. Disposal Of Ordnance Under RCRA.  The disposal of 
ordnance, such as ammunition, is regulated under RCRA. Section 107 of the 
Federal Facilities Compliance Act of 1992 requires EPA, in consultation with 
DOD and the states, to issue a rule identifying when conventional and 
chemical military munitions become hazardous waste under RCRA and to 
provide for protective storage and transportation of that waste. This rule 
explains what is considered a solid waste and the rules for handling that waste 
(i.e., permitting, labeling, storing, transporting, and disposal). The final rule 
also amends regulations regarding emergency responses involving both 
military and nonmilitary munitions and explosives (EPA 2002c).This rule 
establishes the regulatory definition of solid waste as it applies to three specific 
categories of military munitions: Unused munitions; Munitions being used for 
their intended purpose; and  Used or fired munitions (which can then be 
termed either exploded ordnance [EXO] or UXO).  The rule conditionally 
exempts the following:  From RCRA Manifest Requirements and Container 
Marking Requirements, nonchemical military munitions waste that is shipped 
from one military-owned or -operated TSDF to another, in accordance with 
DOD military munitions shipping controls; and From RCRA Subtitle C 
storage regulations, nonchemical military munitions waste subject to the  
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Letter 
P95 

jurisdiction of the DOD Explosives Safety Board storage standards. No 
radioactive munitions (including depleted uranium) have been used or are 
currently being used on the island.  No radioactive munitions are planned to 
be used in the future. The Hawai‘i State Department of Transportation, 
Hawai‘i County Civil Defense, Policy and Public Works were all provided a 
copy of the Draft EIS and an opportunity to respond.  For those state 
agencies that commented, their comment letters and the Army response are 
included in Appendix P of the Final EIS." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P95-1 
These deployments, while lengthy in some cases, are temporary and are part of 
Army activities at all bases.  The Army is engaged in a wide range of missions 
around the world requiring all types of forces. There is no information to 
suggest that Stryker forces would be deployed more often or for longer 
durations that current forces. 

P95-1 
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P96-1 

Letter 
P96 

 
 
 
 
P96-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P97-1 
EPA began regulating the treatment, storage and disposal of hazardous 
materials under RCRA in 1976.  All hazardous materials today are transported 
and disposed of in accordance with applicable federal, state, and Army laws 
and regulations.   We could not find any information regarding the disposal of 
materials from the test pit at Waiakea Forest Reserve in the early 1970s 
referred to in this comment. 

Letter 
P97 

P97-1 
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P98-1 

Letter 
P98 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P98-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
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P99-1 

Letter 
P99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P99-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
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P100-1 

Letter 
P100 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P100-1 
The Army continues to make changes to the Stryker vehicle to make it more 
reliable, effective, and safe. The Stryker will continue to evolve to make it as 
safe and reliable as possible as part of the Army Transformation process.  We 
thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  Your 
comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P101-1 
The analysis of the proposed action indicates there would be no significant 
impacts affecting the Girl Scout Camp.  Specific discussion can be found in 
Section 8.2 – Land Use, 8.3 – Visual, 8.5 – Air Quality, and 8.6 – Noise. 

Letter 
P101 

P101-1 
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P102-1 

Letter 
P102 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P102-1 
The public comment period was extended to 90 days and closed on January 3, 
2004. 
 
 
P102-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P102-2 
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P103-1 

Letter 
P103 

 
P103-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P103-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
 
 
P104-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. Chapters 3-10 of the EIS address 
project impacts both positive and negative on the human environment.  In 
accordance with NEPA regulations, the Army is conducting this EIS in order 
to identify the direct, indirect and cumulative environmental effects of the 
proposed action on the State of Hawai‘i.  If the Army decides to implement 
the proposed action, the Army will mitigate all significant impacts in order to 
minimize the overall environmental impacts of the proposed action. 

P103-2 

Letter 
P104 

P104-1 
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P105-1 

Letter 
P105 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P105-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P105-2 
Section 4.8, 4.9 and Chapter 9 have been expanded in the Final EIS to better 
address the potential project-wide and cumulative impacts of the Proposed 
Action on water and soil resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P105-3 
The impacts of the project on human health and safety can be found in 
sections 4.12, 5.12, 6.12, 7.12, 8.12 and Chapter 9 in the EIS. 

P105-2 

P105-3 
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P106-1 

Letter 
P106 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P106-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
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P107-1 

Letter 
P107 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P107-1 
A description and photo of the unmanned vehicle (UAV) system can be found 
in section 2.3 of the Draft EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P108-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P108-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. As a mitigation measure for safety, prior 
to initiation of any construction activities, USARHAW will employ qualified 
professionals to perform UXO clearance of the proposed construction area, 
remove all UXO encountered to ensure the safety of the site, and document 
UXO surveys and removal actions in full accordance with applicable laws, 
regulations, and guidance.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish 
ownership of the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), 
the Army will clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance 
with all applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 

Letter 
P108 

P108-1 

P108-2 
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P109-1 

Letter 
P109 

 
 
 
 
 
P109-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P109-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P109-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P109-4 
As summarized in Section 4.8, 4.9 and 4.12, the Proposed Action will not 
result in a significant impact due to chemical contaminants of water, soils or 
human health and safety. 
 
P109-5 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 

P109-2 

P109-5 

P109-3 

P109-4 
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P110-1 

Letter 
P110 

P110-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process.                                                                                          
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
 
P111-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 

Letter 
P111 

P111-1 

P111-2 
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P112-1 

Letter 
P112 

P111-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into  
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
 
P112-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P112-2 
Dispersion modeling and health risk analyses being conducted by the Army 
Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine (US Army CHPPM  

Letter 
P113 

P113-1 

P112-2 

P113-2 

P113-3 
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P114-1 

Letter 
P114 

2000 a,b,c; US Army CHPPM 2001 a,b,c,d,e,f) demonstrate that weapons 
firing points at USARHAW installations are too far from residential or other 
sensitive land uses to cause any significant health risk. 
 
 
P113-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P113-2 
The air quality impacts of the Stryker Brigade are summarized in Section 4.5 of 
the EIS, and discussed in more detail in the Air Quality sections of the 
installation-specific chapters of the EIS.  The EIS concludes that while some 
potentially significant air quality impacts would exist, these impacts could be 
mitigated to a less than significant level. 
 
P113-3 
The Army does not believe that emissions increases associated with the 
proposed action will cause any measurable increase in respiratory illness 
among those living or working near USARHAW installations. 
 
 
P114-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P114-2 
We thank you for your comment and understand your concern.  It was not the 
intent of the Army to restrict the public through the format and location of 
the public meetings.  Once the issue arose, we worked to correct the situation 
by working with the other facility locations to allow signs in the actual meeting 
rooms and provide tables for members of the public to display signs and 
information.  In addition, we worked with the facilities and the City and 
County of Honolulu to have all charges dropped against the individuals 
involved in the situation.  Through these measures and the extension of the 
public comment period, we believe we allowed sufficient venues for public 
input including ample opportunity for written comment. 

Letter 
P115 

P115-1 

P114-2 
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P116-1 

Letter 
P116 

P115-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P116-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P117-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P117 

P117-1 
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P118-2 

Letter 
P118 

P118-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P118-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process 
 
P119-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P119-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process 

Letter 
P119 

P119-1 

P118-1 

P119-2 
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P120-1 

Letter 
P120 

 
 
 
P120-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P121-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P121-2 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  

Letter 
P121 

P121-1 

P121-2 
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P122-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P123-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 

Letter 
P122 

P122-1 

Letter 
P123 

P123-1 
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P124-1 

Letter 
P124 

 
 
 
 
 
P124-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P125-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P125 

P125-1 
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P126-2 

Letter 
P126 

 
 
 
 
P126-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
P126-2 
The Army's analysis has determined that there would be no significant impacts 
on human health and safety that cannot be mitigated to less than significant 
level.  The impacts of the project on human health and safety can be found in 
sections 4.12, 5.12, 6.12, 7.12, and 8.12 - Human Health and Safety Hazards in 
the FEIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P127-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P127-2 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P127 

P127-1 

P126-1 

P127-2 
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P128-1 

Letter 
P128 

 
 
 
P128-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P128-2 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
 
 
 
 
P129-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P129-2 
The Stryker vehicle is not specifically designed for use in Iraq, but is capable to 
be used in all types of terrain. 

P128-2 

P129-1 

P129-2 

Letter 
P129 
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Letter 
P130 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P130-1 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
 
 
 
P131-1 
The Stryker vehicles are currently being combat tested.  Changes and 
improvements to the vehicle are on-going to ensure the safety of our soldiers.  
 
 

P130-1 

Letter 
P131 

P131-1 
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P132-1 

Letter 
P132 

 
 
 
 
 
P132-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P132-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 

P132-2 
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P133-1 
P133-2 

Letter 
P133 

P133-1 
Although the Department of Defense, Department of the Army, and 
Congressional representatives have issued statements that the 2nd Brigade 
25th ID(L) will transform to a Stryker Brigade, these statement refer to 
programmatic level decision necessary to continue the planning, funding and 
assessment processes for the proposed transformation efforts and set the 
conditions for implementing an action once a final decision has been 
made.  The final decision on whether the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) will 
transform to an SBCT will be made by the appropriate local commander, 
subject to environmental assessment and other appropriate reviews and 
compliance with applicable federal law. 
 
P133-2 
Although the Department of Defense, Department of the Army, and 
Congressional representatives have issued statements that the 2nd Brigade 
25th ID(L) will transform to a Stryker Brigade, these statement refer to 
programmatic level decision necessary to continue the planning, funding and 
assessment processes for the proposed transformation efforts and set the 
conditions for implementing an action once a final decision has been 
made.  The final decision on whether the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) will 
transform to an SBCT will be made by the appropriate local commander, 
subject to environmental assessment and other appropriate reviews and 
compliance with applicable federal law. 
 
P133-3 
During the scoping meetings, the public facilities would not allow the meetings 
to extend beyond 10:00pm.  This time restriction required that members of the 
public keep their oral comments short. After many public comments about the 
length of the meetings, and in an attempt to allow for full participation of all 
people present, the Army decided to hold the Draft EIS public meetings at 
private facilities where the facility was open as long as the Army needed.  The 
majority of the Draft EIS public meetings did not conclude until after 
12:00am. 
At the first two meetings Honolulu Police Department arrested a total of 
seven people for trespass when they attempted to enter the facilities with signs. 
All individuals were advised that they were welcome to enter the facilities 
without the signs. It was not the intent of the Army to restrict the public 
through the format and location of the public meetings.  We corrected the 
situation by working with the other facility locations to allow signs in the  

P133-3 

P133-4 

P133-5 

P133-6 

P133-7 

P133-8 

P133-10 
P133-11 

P133-12 

P133-9 
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meeting rooms and provide tables for members of the public to display signs 
and information.  In addition, we worked with the facilities and the City and 
County of Honolulu's prosecutor and all charges were dropped against 
individuals involved in the situation. All of the individuals who were arrested 
had the opportunity to participate in subsequent meetings and most of them 
attended and provided public comment. 

P133-4 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  
 
P133-5 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D). 
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P133-6 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
P133-7 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P133-8 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable  
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laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P133-9 
TAs discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental  
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.)  The Army continues to make changes to the 
Stryker vehicle to make it more reliable, effective, and safe. The Stryker will 
continue to evolve to make it as safe and reliable as possible as part of the 
Army Transformation process. 
 
P133-10 
The Stryker vehicle is designed to operate in urban and rural areas.  But has 
been designed to operate in an urban environment more efficiently than 
current armored vehicle.. 
 
P133-11 
As a result of the GAO report and ongoing Army operations, the Stryker 
vehicles are being modified to fit in C-130 aircraft.  Additionally, deployment 
practices continue to evolve.  The Transformation process allows for 
adaptations to equipment and operations to ultimately meet the goals of 
current, SBCT, and future forces. 
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Letter 
P134 

 
P133-12 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawai‘i that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawai‘i. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P134-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. P134-1 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-517 

P135-1 

Letter 
P135 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P135-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P136-1 

Letter 
P136 

 
 
 
 
 
P136-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P137-1 

Letter 
P137 

 
 
 
P137-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P137-2 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
 

P137-2 
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P138-1 

Letter 
P138 

P138-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P138-2 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
P138-3 
The comment period was extended to a total of 90 days and ended on January 
3, 2004. 
 
 
P139-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P139-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of  

Letter 
P139 

P138-2 

P138-3 

P139-1 

P139-2 
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P140-1 

Letter 
P140 

Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
 
 
 
 
P140-1 
The public comment period was extended to 90 days, ending January 3,  2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P141-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P141 

P141-1 
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P142-1 

Letter 
P142 

 
P142-1 
Although Department of Defense, Department of the Army, and 
Congressional representatives have issued statements that the 2d Brigade, 25th 
ID(L) will transform to a Stryker Brigade, these statements refer to 
programmatic level decisions necessary to continue the planning, funding and 
assessment processes for the proposed transformation efforts and set the 
conditions for implementing an action once a final decision has been made.  
The final decision on whether the 2d Brigade, 25th ID (L) will transform to an 
SBCT will be made by the appropriate local commander, subject to 
environmental assessment and other appropriate reviews and compliance with 
applicable federal law.      
 
P142-2 
The cultural resource sections of the EIS have been expanded to better 
address the importance of and potential impacts to Native Hawaiian Areas of 
Traditional Importance and sacred sites.  As summarized in Section 4.11, the 
Army has determined that the Proposed Action will result in a significant 
impact to Areas of Traditional Importance. The Army has identified mitigation 
measures to substantially reduce the severity of the impact but not to less than 
significant levels. 
 
P142-3 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. The impacts of the project on human 
health and safety can be found in sections 3.12, 4.12, 5.12, 6.12, 7.12, and 8.12 
in the EIS. 
 
P142-4 
The concern over these issues has been noted.  The Army has committed to 
mitigating dust from vehicle traffic on unpaved roads through a combination 
of dust control chemical applications and the use of washed gravel for 
surfacing military vehicle trails.  In addition, the Army would implement a 
Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that would include ambient 
air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 
concentrations would help guide the development and implementation of an 
adaptive management program to manage training area lands and modify 
training procedures as necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality 

P142-2 

P142-3 

P142-4 
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P143 

 
 
 
P143-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
P144-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P144-2 
During the scoping meetings, the public facilities would not allow the meetings 
to extend beyond 10:00pm.  This time restriction required that members of the 
public keep their oral comments short. After many public comments about the 
length of the meetings, and in an attempt to allow for full participation of all 
people present, the Army decided to hold the Draft EIS public meetings at 
private facilities where the facility was open as long as the Army needed.  The 
majority of the Draft EIS public meetings did not conclude until after 
12:00am.  
At the first two meetings Honolulu Police Department arrested a total of 
seven people for trespass when they attempted to enter the facilities with signs. 
All individuals were advised that they were welcome to enter the facilities 
without the signs.  
It was not the intent of the Army to restrict the public through the format and 
location of the public meetings.  We corrected the situation by working with 
the other facility locations to allow signs in the meeting rooms and provide 
tables for members of the public to display signs and information.  In addition, 
we worked with the facilities and the City and County of Honolulu’s 
prosecutor and all charges were dropped against individuals involved in the 
situation. All of the individuals who were arrested had the opportunity to 
participate in subsequent meetings and most of them attended and provided 
public comment. 

Letter 
P144 

P144-1 

P144-2 
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Letter 
P145 

 
 
 
 
 
P145-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P146-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 

Letter 
P146 

P146-1 
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Letter 
P147 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P147-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P148-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P148 

P148-1 
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Letter 
P149 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P149-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
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P150 

 
 
 
 
 
P150-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P151-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P151-2 
Money for cleanup comes from a separate budget item and it is addressed by a 
centrally managed program that involves the identification, investigation, 
evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called 
the Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  The Army is 
committed to cleanup existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and 
regulations. 

P151-1 

P151-2 

Letter 
P151 
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P152-1 

Letter 
P152 

 
 
 
 
P152-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P153-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 

Letter 
P153 

P153-1 
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Letter 
P154 

P154-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P154-2 
The impacts of the project on socio economics are described in sections 4.12, 
5.13, 6.13, 7.13, and 8.13 in the EIS. 
 
P154-3 
As noted in the FEIS, munitions use on Army ranges adds various quantities 
of numerous metals, organic compounds, and explosive material residues to 
soils on training ranges. The Army’s Toxic Release Inventory reports for 2001 
and 2002 indicate that airborne releases of  potentially hazardous compounds 
from Army training activities totaled about 1.3 tons in 2001 and 1.9 tons in 
2002.  These emissions, however, were too widely dispersed to have produced 
any significant air concentrations in areas accessible to the general public.  In 
contrast to airborne emissions, non-airborne residues on training ranges 
totaled about 33 tons per year  in 2001 and 2002.  These residues, however, 
were confined to Army training ranges and have little potential for migration 
to off-post locations.  And as discussed in Sections 5.9 and 8.9 of the EIS, soil 
sampling at SBMR and PTA shows that concentrations of hazardous 
compounds in the soils of the training ranges do not pose a significant health 
risk to Army personnel or to the general public. 
 
P155-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process 

P154-2 

Letter 
P155 

P155-1 

P154-3 
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P156 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P156-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
P156-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 

P156-2 
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P157 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P157-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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Letter 
P158 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P158-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P159-1 

Letter 
P159 

P159-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.    However, Kaho‘olawe was a Navy 
bombing range.  For more information please contact the US Navy and the 
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission.  
 
P159-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.    However, Kaho‘olawe was a Navy 
bombing range.  For more information please contact the US Navy and the 
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission.  
 
P159-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.    However, Kaho‘olawe was a Navy 
bombing range.  For more information please contact the US Navy and the 
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission.  
 
P159-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.    However, Kaho‘olawe was a Navy 
bombing range.  For more information please contact the US Navy and the 
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission.  
 
P159-5 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required  

P159-2 

P159-3 

P159-4 

P159-5 

P159-6 

P159-7 
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P159-7 
cont’d 

related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the FUDS program. 
 
P159-6 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  The Department of Army has 
taken every step to minimize impacts of the proposed project as describe in 
the EIS while meeting the goals of training. Many mitigation measures have 
been incorporated into the project to reduce identified impacts where possible.  
Chapter 4 summarized the potential impacts and mitigation measures. 
 
P159-7 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  In accordance with NEPA regulations, 
the Army is conducting this EIS in order to identify the direct, indirect and 
cumulative environmental effects of the proposed action on the State of 
Hawai‘i.  If the Army decides to implement the proposed action, the Army will 
mitigate all significant impacts in order to minimize the overall environmental 
impacts of the proposed action. 
 
P159-8 
No nuclear waste has been used or is currently being used on the island.  No 
nuclear waste is planned to be used in the future.  Disposal and handling of 
chemical wastes are described in section 3.12.2. 
 
P159-9 
The bombing of Kaho‘olawe is not included in the proposed action and is out 
of scope of this project.  For more information please contact the US Navy 
and the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission.  
 
P159-10 
A separate NEPA document is being prepared for the Makua project and a 
DEIS will be released soon for public comment.  Makua is not part of the 
proposed Transformation project. 
 
 
 

P159-8 

P159-9 

P159-10 

P159-11 

P159-12 

P159-13 

P159-14 
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P159-11 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS  
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying  
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) The impacts related to Transformation in Hawai‘i 
are described in Chapters 5-8 of the EIS. 
 
P159-12 
The US Marine Corps canceled proposed training actions in the Waikane 
Valley. 
 
P159-13 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P159-14 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The  

P159-16 

P159-15 

P159-17 

P159-18 

P159-19 
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Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
P159-15 
This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of Army and it 
is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the identification,  
investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This 
program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the 
state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is 
not, however, possible to estimate the time required related to a specific site 
until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The Army is committed to 
cleanup existing sites as required and to prevent new sites to the maximum 
extent possible. 
 
P159-16 
Efforts to reduce harm to vegetation are included in ongoing Army 
stewardship programs like ITAM, LCTA, and the INRMP. New directives for 
revegetation are included in the 2003 Biological Opinions for O‘ahu and 
Hawai‘i and individual programs are outlined in chapters 5.10,6.10,7.10 and 
8.10. Species recovery has been taken into account by USFWS in preparation 
of their biological opinions and measures to ensure stabilization of species 
potentially affected by Transformation projects are included in their 
recommendations.  However, percentage of survival and recovery rate will 
depend on individual species and site conditions and cannot be predicted at 
this time. 
 
P159-17 
Specific location information regarding sensitive plant and wildlife species and 
populations are provided where these species will be impacted. Please see the 
biological resource sections of each chapter in figures and text 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, 
8.10. Additional species information is located in Appendix I. 
 
P159-18 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID 

P159-20 
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Letter 
P160 

(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT  
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental  
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
P159-19 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P159-20 
During the scoping meetings, the public facilities would not allow the meetings 
to extend beyond 10:00pm.  This time restriction required that members of the 
public keep their oral comments short. After many public comments about the 
length of the meetings, and in an attempt to allow for full participation of all 
people present, the Army decided to hold the Draft EIS public meetings at 
private facilities where the facility was open as long as the Army needed.  The 
majority of the Draft EIS public meetings did not conclude until after 
12:00am.  
At the first two meetings Honolulu Police Department arrested a total of 
seven people for trespass when they attempted to enter the facilities with signs. 
All individuals were advised that they were welcome to enter the facilities 
without the signs.  
It was not the intent of the Army to restrict the public through the format and 
location of the public meetings.  We corrected the situation by working with 
the other facility locations to allow signs in the meeting rooms and provide 
tables for members of the public to display signs and information.  In addition, 
we worked with the facilities and the City and County of Honolulu’s 
prosecutor and all charges were dropped against individuals involved in the 
situation. All of the individuals who were arrested had the opportunity to 
participate in subsequent meetings and most of them attended and provided 
public comment. 
 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-538 

P161-1 

Letter 
P161 

 
P160-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P161-1 
The Surrounding Land Use text identifies Pupukea Paumalu Homesteads 
adjacent to the west of KTA. The Surrounding Land Ownership text has been 
revised to reflect Obayashi Corporation as an owner of land adjacent to KTA.  
The revised text reads, “The land surrounding KTA is owned by James 
Campbell Trust Estate, the State of Hawai‘i, Property Reserve, Inc., Dole 
Food Co., Inc., City and County of Honolulu, Girl Scout Council, Antonio 
Narvaez, Comstat Corp., and Obayashi Corporation.” 
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P162-1 
The Army is considering ACUBs as mitigation for other proposed actions and 
has met with the commenter. For this action ACUBs were also considered but 
more feasible mitigation measures were proposed. The mitigation measures 
proposed are listed in the Executive Summary. 

Letter 
P162 

P162-1 
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P163-1 

Letter 
P163 

 
 
 
 
P163-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P163-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P164-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P164-2 
SBCT training requirements are not dependent on the use of the Mākua 
Military Reservation (MMR).  While MMR is an integral part of USARHAW 
training capabilities and historically used by other services, SBCT units could 
perform dismounted CALFEX training at other ranges.  This is discussed in 
Chapter 1. SBCT may use MMR if the range were available only after 
completion of the Makua EIS and ROD.  The Makua EIS will analyze the 
potential environmental impacts associated with dismounted CALFEXs for 
both Current Force and SBCT; therefore, this SBCT EIS does not analyze 
training impacts of SBCT at MMR. 

Letter 
P164 

P164-1 

P163-2 

P164-2 
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Letter 
P165 

 
 
 
 
P165-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P165-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.   This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed. The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
P166-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P166-2 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. A 
discussion of impacts to cultural resources can be found in sections 4.11, 5.11, 
5.11, 6.11, 7.11, and 8.11 of the EIS. 

Letter 
P166 

P166-1 
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P167 

 
 
P167-1 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
P167-2 
Thank you for your comment and your participation in the public process. 
Your comment has been considered and has been included in the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P167-3 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 

P167-2 

P167-3 
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Letter 
P168 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P168-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P168-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P168-2 
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Letter 
P169 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P169-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
P170-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P170-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 

Letter 
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Letter 
P171 

 
 
 
 
P171-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P171-2 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
 
 
 
P172-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P172-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
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P172-1 

P171-2 
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Letter 
P173 

 
 
 
 
 
P173-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P173-2 
Dispersion modeling and health risk analyses being conducted by the Army 
Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine (US Army CHPPM 
2000 a,b,c; US Army CHPPM 2001 a,b,c,d,e,f) demonstrate that weapons 
firing points at USARHAW installations are too far from residential or other 
sensitive land uses to cause any significant health risk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P174-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P174-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P175-1 

Letter 
P175 

 
P175-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P175-2 
No impact is expected on astronomers Mauna Kea summit. Dust emissions 
from construction are localized and temporary and per air quality analysis 
presented in section 8.5 and Appendix G2, there is no expected change in 
ambient air quality in the general region. Given the elevation differences 
between PTA and the Mauna Kea observatories and the feasibility of 
controlling fugitive dust from vehicle travel on unpaved roads, no significant 
impact on observatory operations is expected.  Predominant wind directions 
are downslope, away from the observatories.  Strong winds from the 
southwest can occur, but these situations may create other atmospheric 
conditions that are not ideal for observatory operations. 
 
P175-3 
Section 8.9.2 discusses soil erosion and compaction issues as a result of SBCT 
training activities at PTA. 
 
P175-4 
As summarized in Section 4.6, the discuss of noise impacts has been expanded 
and mitigation measures have been identified.  For PTA, these mitigation 
measures will reduce the impact to less than significant.  For O‘ahu and 
SBMR, the mitigation will reduce the severity of the impact but not to less 
than significant levels. 
 
P175-5 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P175-2 

P175-3 

P175-4 
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Letter 
P176 

P176-1 
Construction of an all weather trail will reduce the amount of silt buildup, 
erosion and resulting flooding.  The road will be constructed and designed 
utilizing standard design elements and construction techniques to minimize 
impacts during construction.  The military trail will follow an existing right of 
way through the Pu’ukohola Heiau National Historic Site that is currently 
being used.  There will be no significant impacts to the Historic Site.  The 
Army will continue to coordinate with the National Park Service to avoid any 
impacts. 
 
P176-2 
The discussion of fugitive dust issues has been expanded in the Final EIS to 
include results of dispersion modeling to estimate PM10 concentrations from 
vehicle activity on unpaved roads and in off-road maneuver areas.  As a 
mitigation measure, the Army has committed to mitigating dust from vehicle 
traffic on unpaved roads through a combination of dust control chemical 
applications and the use of washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle trails.  
In addition, the Army would implement a Dust and Soils Management and 
Monitoring Plan that would include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 
conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would help 
guide the development and implementation of an adaptive management 
program to manage training area lands and modify training procedures as 
necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality standards. 
 
P176-3 
Public hearings have taken place regarding Army Transformation, and are 
discussed in Appendix B.  The Army attempts to comply with local zoning 
laws but is not required to do so.  Conflicts with local land uses are discussed 
in Sections 4.2, 5.2, 6.2, 7.2, and 8.2. 
 
P176-4 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all r 
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P176-7 

relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
P176-5 
Mitigation measures likely to occur are outlined in the Executive Summary.  
These proposed mitigation measures were included for public comment. The 
Army reviewed the measures based on public comments and the benefits of 
each measure to reduce impacts.  The Army has listed those mitigation 
measures that are high priority and those that are unlikely to occur because of 
limited resource, unfeasible or there are similar measures already in place.  The 
ROD will indicate which mitigation measures will  be implemented. 
 
P176-6 
As discussed in Section 4.2, the Army has considered conflicts with local 
zoning laws and policies as factors for significance.  Although the local zoning 
laws do not apply to federal government lands, the Army incorporates these 
policies where practicable. 
 
P176-7 
As shown in Figures 2-10 and 2-11 of Chapter 2 and Figure 8-2 of Chapter 8 
in the FEIS, the BAX and Anti-Armor ranges are well removed from the 
Waiki’i Ranch area.  Artillery firing points at PTA are located at distances of  3 
to 14 miles from the Waiki’i Ranch boundary, with most firing points more 
than 6 miles from the closest part of Waiki’i Ranch.   Given the small 
quantities of pollutant emissions generated by munitions use, there is little 
potential for live fire training to produce detectable air quality impacts at off-
post locations.  As noted in the Final EIS, the Army has committed to 
mitigating dust from vehicle traffic on unpaved roads through a combination 
of dust control chemical applications and the use of washed gravel for 
surfacing military vehicle trails.  In addition, the Army would implement a 
Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that would include ambient 
air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 
concentrations would help guide the development and implementation of an 
adaptive management program to manage training area lands and modify 
training procedures as necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality 
standards. 

P176-8 

P176-9 
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P176-20 

P176-13 

P176-8 
There is no wastewater associated with the Tactical Vehicle Washes. The water 
is recycled and separated within the vehicle wash.  The separated particulates 
(such as dirt and oils) are removed on a regular basis and disposed of in 
accordance with appropriate material disposal laws and regulations.  The 
treatment system is described generally in Section 3.12. 
 
P176-9 
Section 8.3.1 updated to reflect this.  As discussed in Section 8.3.2, the Army 
has committed to implementing mitigation for visual impacts by screening 
construction, mimicking surrounding areas, and other means. 
 
P176-10 
Under the Proposed Action, non-training lighting, such as for the ammunition 
storage area and cantonment, would use low sodium vapor lighting and would 
mostly be used during the day. It would also be properly oriented and shielded 
to illuminate specified areas. The use of nighttime lighting devices, such as 
flares, during training would increase. The use of these devices is not expected 
to increase dramatically because training with night vision goggles would be 
conducted in training areas. The increased use of lighting devices for training 
would mostly be in the WPAA and not in Army areas closest to, for example, 
nearby observatories, which require dark surroundings during nighttime 
operations. The Army has not received complaints regarding nighttime light 
and glare from nearby observatories. Visual impacts would be less than 
significant with respect to altering nighttime light and glare. 
 
P176-11 
The 1999 dust storm event was not caused directly or indirectly by military 
activities.  It resulted from a wildfire that started at an off-post location from 
non-military causes.  The loss of vegetation cover on the WPAA as a result of 
that fire was the cause of the subsequent dust storm event.  The potential for 
wind erosion and dust generation from the WPAA is recognized in the DEIS.  
As noted in the Final EIS, the Army would implement a Dust and Soils 
Management and Monitoring Plan that would include ambient air quality 
monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 
concentrations would help guide the development and implementation of an 
adaptive management program to manage training area lands and modify 
training procedures as necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality 
standards.  The Final EIS concludes that the potentially significant impacts 
from fugitive dust can be mitigated to a level that is less than significant. 
 

P176-12 
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P176-12 
A relatively large change in emissions does not automatically translate into a 
significant air quality impact.  The significance of changes in emissions has 
been judged in the context of the potential for violations of adopted state and 
federal air quality standards and the potential health effects of compounds for 
which there are no ambient standards.  Fugitive dust emissions have the 
greatest potential for creating adverse air quality impacts.  The Final EIS 
includes additional analyses of fugitive dust impacts.  The Army has 
committed to mitigating dust from vehicle traffic on unpaved roads through a 
combination of dust control chemical applications and the use of washed  
gravel for surfacing military vehicle trails.  In addition, the Army would 
implement a Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that would 
include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The Final EIS 
concludes that the potentially significant impacts from fugitive dust can be 
mitigated to a level that is less than significant. 
 
P176-13 
Noise impact discussions regarding training activities at WPAA have been 
expanded in the Final EIS to include current estimates of helicopter flight 
activity at WPAA as well as additional information on small arms firing noise.  
The discussions also include information on the typical extent of annoyance 
related to the corresponding noise levels.  As noted in the DEIS and the 
revised discussion in the Final EIS, potentially significant noise impacts from 
training activities can be mitigated to a less than significant level.  The Army 
acknowledges that local residents may not agree with the criteria the Army 
uses to determine acceptable noise levels. 
 
P176-14 
The Army believes that potentially significant noise impacts from training 
activities can be mitigated to a less than significant level.  The Army recognizes 
that local residents may not agree with the criteria the Army uses to determine 
acceptable noise levels. 
 
P176-15 
Most UAV flight activity will be at too high an altitude to create any significant 
noise impacts. 
 
P176-16 
In section 8.6 the Army proposes to evaluate nighttime training activities to 
reduce noise impacts. 

P176-20 
cont’d 
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P176-17 
The No Action alternative may be less environmentally impacting than the 
Proposed Action but it may not meet the Army's purpose and need. The Army 
considers all alternatives including the No Action during its final decision 
process. 
 
P176-18 
As summarized in Section 4.8, the Army has determined that the Proposed 
Action with mitigation measures will have a significant but mitigable to less 
than significant on surface water quality.  Potential contamination of water was 
included in this analysis. 
 
P176-19 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the  
administrative record for this process. 
 
P176-20 
While it might seem that any risk of cancer is unacceptable, the reality is not so 
simple.  Cancer risk is ubiquitous and unavoidable.  Exposure to solar 
radiation (even when indoors), to medical x-rays, to background levels of 
chemicals and radiation from past and current industrial activities, atmospheric 
nuclear testing, and nuclear reactor accidents, along with hundreds of other 
sources of carcinogens, all contribute to low level risks of cancer.  There is no 
way to avoid all risk of cancer.  However, compared to many other daily risks 
that we are exposed to, such as driving a car, the risk of less than one excess 
cancer in a population of one million represents a relatively small portion of 
the overall risk that we all willingly accept as part of our daily lives. Practices 
and mitigations implemented take into consideration established regulatory 
standards. 
 
P176-21 
The outcome of section 7 consultation between the Army and USFWS has 
resulted in numerous management activities to mitigate any impact to sensitive 
biological species and habitat. These measures are identified in the individual 
chapters 5.10, 6.10, 7.10 and 8.10. The IWFMP has been completed and is 
available upon request. Individual projects to help avoid impacts from fire are 
outlined under the biological resources chapters (5.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10) and 
the Hazards chapters (5.12, 6.12, 7.12, and 8.12) 
 
P176-22 
Please refer to section 8.9 for discussion on this mitigation. Potential 
mitigation measures for this impact which would partially mitigate for soil  
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Letter 
P177 

compaction would include avoiding sensitive areas or by operating vehicles on 
roads to limit the amount of surface area subject to the impacts. 
 
P176-23 
As summarized in Section 4.8, 4.9 and 4.12, the Army has determined that the 
Proposed Action will not result in significant impacts to soil contamination. 
 
P176-24 
The primary mission of the Department of Army is to protect and defend the 
United States.  A proposal to turn Army lands into a living park or nature 
reserve is well beyond the scope of this document. 
 
 
 
 
P177-1 
Cinder cones at the WPAA will be avoided per section 7 ESA consultation. 
Please se Section 8.10. Other  protection measures for current force training at 
PTA is covered in the Biological Opinion and available upon request. 
 
P177-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process Chapters 3-10 of the EIS address project 
impacts, both positive and negative, on the human environment.  In 
accordance with NEPA regulations, the Army is conducting this EIS in order 
to identify the direct, indirect and cumulative environmental effects of the 
proposed action on the State of Hawai‘i.  If the Army decides to implement 
the proposed action, the Army will mitigate all significant impacts in order to 
minimize the overall environmental impacts of the proposed action. 
 
P177-3 
As discussed in Section 8.10, the Army is committed to protecting endangered 
species in compliance with the ESA.  Since the publication of the Draft EIS, 
USFWS issued a  Biological Opinion of "no jeopardy" for the Proposed 
Action and current force activities. As part of this BO, the Army is committed 
to mitigation measures to reduce the impact on federally listed species. The 
BO is available upon request. 
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Letter 
P178 

P177-4 
Mitigation measures likely to occur are outlined in the Executive 
Summary.  These proposed mitigation measures were included for public 
comment. The Army reviewed the measures based on public comments and 
the benefits of each measure to reduce impacts.  The Army has listed those 
mitigation measures that are high priority and those that are unlikely to occur 
because of limited resource, unfeasible or there are similar measures already in 
place.  The ROD will indicate which mitigation measures will  be 
implemented.  
 
 
 
 
P178-1 
The public comment period was extended to 90 days and closed on January 3, 
2004.  
 
 
 
P179-1 
Based on public comment, the Army confirmed the locations of existing 
wellheads and aquifers in relation to the proposed Kawaihae to PTA military 
vehicle trail.  Based on site investigations, there is no need to relocate the 
proposed alignment for this trail.  In order to mitigate for any potential 
damage to the wellheads by vehicles breaking down and inadvertently going 
off the trail, the Army will construct protection devices around the wellheads 
in consultation with the Water Company and landowners.  In addition, the EIS 
analysis has shown that the potential for inadvertent spills from vehicles or 
vehicle accidents to impact the aquifers is less than significant.  However, the 
Army has a Spill Prevention and Response Plan for all vehicles and vehicle 
travel. If the Army decides to acquire and construct these trails, this plan will 
be implemented for these areas as well.  If the Army decides to implement the 
proposed action, the Army will coordinate with the property owners over the 
location of the proposed alignment.  If the coordination results in a  change in 
alignment which results in environmental impacts not analyzed in the EIS , the 
Army will conduct all appropriate NEPA, ESA and NHPA consultations prior 
to a final decision on a new alignment. 

Letter 
P179 

P179-1 
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P180-1 

Letter 
P180 

 
 
 
P180-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P180-2 
Kaho‘olawe is a Navy project, not Army.  The Navy is responsible for its 
cleanup.  For more information please contact the US Navy and the 
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P181-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P181-2 
The impacts of the project on socioeconomics are described in sections 4.13, 
5.13, 6.13, 7.13, and 8.13 of the EIS. 

P181-1 

Letter 
P181 

P180-2 

P181-2 
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P182-1 

Letter 
P182 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P182-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P182-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P182-2 
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P183-1 

Letter 
P183 

P183-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P183-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P184-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P184-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P184-3 
Environmental impacts of the project are discussed in Chapters 3-10 of the 
EIS. 
 
P184-4 
Environmental impacts of the project are discussed in Chapters 3-10 of the 
EIS. 
 
P184-5 
Ordnance removal on lands that are no longer under military ownership is not 
part of this proposed action but is  handled through the Formerly Used 
Defense Program (FUDs).  For information on FUDs projects and clean up 
status on the island of Hawai‘i, you may contact Mr. Chuck Streck, the FUDs 
manager at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, (808) 438-6934. 
 
P184-6 
We understand the sacred connection the people of Hawai‘i have to the land.  
We have revised discussions in Chapter 8.11 to better reflect the importance of 
the lands of the island of Hawai‘i to native people. 
 
P184-7 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P184 

P184-1 

P184-2 

P184-3 

P184-4 

P184-5 

P184-6 

P184-7 

P183-2 
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P185-1 

Letter 
P185 

 
 
 
 
 
P185-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P186-1 

Letter 
P186 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P186-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P187-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P187-2 
Impacts of the project on flora and fauna can be found in sections 4.10, 5.10, 
6.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10. 
 
P187-3 
Mitigation measures to reduce impacts to the flora and fauna can be found in 
sections 4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10. 

Letter 
P187 

P187-1 

P187-2 

P187-3 
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Letter 
P188 

 
 
 
 
P188-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P189-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P189 

P189-1 
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P190-1 

Letter 
P190 

 
 
 
P190-1 
The Federal Impact money was included in the analysis but it was determined 
that it does not fully cover education cost or other costs.  It helps to lessen the 
impact but does not provide a substantial beneficial impact. 
 
P190-2 
Section 9.2 is to describe the “Relationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of 
the Environment and Long-Term Productivity” of the proposed project.  This 
is intended to examine this relationship for the proposed project.    The full 
sentence, “While the Army will take whatever actions are reasonable and 
practicable, to preserve and protect the natural environment under it’s 
stewardship, the necessity of national defense requires the Army to provide the 
nation with capabilities that meet current and evolving national defense 
requirements,” is a commitment the Army is required to take and  “will” take 
and is a true statement. 
 
P190-3 
We know of no such requirement. 
 
P190-4 
We thank you for your comments, both general and editorial.  Throughout 
both the development of the draft EIS and the final EIS, the document is 
reviewed by the contractor’s technical editors as well as by government staff.  
The contractor was selected out of a list of potential firms because of their 
experience with developing quality EIS documents. 

P190-2 

P190-3 

P190-4 
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P191-1 

Letter 
P191 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P191-1 
A complete description of the antennas can be found in Appendix D on pages 
D-14.  An Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) study for the SBCT-5 
training sites on O‘ahu and PTA was conducted.  Over 65,500 frequency 
records were considered in this study from the civil sector and other federal 
government agencies.  Result indicates no significant interference problems 
should be encountered on O‘ahu and PTA during the operation of the 
Enhanced Position Locating and Ranging System (EPLRS), backbone of the 
training systems on the FTI Sites. 
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P192-1 

Letter 
P192 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-1 
A fax was received from Mr. Ortogero on May 30, 2002 and was included in 
the Scoping Comments as were five other faxes from the public.  Mr. 
Ortogero’s comments were taken into consideration in the preparation of the 
DEIS. 
 
P192-2 
No additional noise study is planned for the SBER training because both 
frequency and amounts of aviation noise are expected to remain the same 
between current and SBCT levels.  As there are no changes expected, no noise 
studies will be performed. 

P192-2 
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P192-3 
The Proposed Action will not change the level of training activity undertaken 
by the Aviation Brigade at WAAF.  Consequently, the only changes in training 
activity that would occur with transformation of the 2nd Brigade involve the 
mix of vehicle maneuver and dismounted maneuver training.  Other aspects of 
training would remain essentially the same as at present.  The Army does not 
consider changes in the mix of mounted and dismounted maneuver activity to 
represent a significant change in noise conditions at SBER.  The Army 
currently has no plans to conduct ambient noise monitoring studies at SBMR 
or in communities bordering SBER. 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-566 

P192-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-4 
Aviation safety is addressed in the EIS.  Aircraft noise is addressed in the 
Noise sections. 
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P192-5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-5 
The impacts of training noise on Mililani-Mauka/Launai and other 
communities surrounding SBMR, WAAF, and East Range were included in 
the DEIS and it was determined that no significant impacts from noise could 
be found outside of SBMR and WAAF.  A fax was received from Mr. 
Ortogero on May 30, 2002 and was included in the Scoping Comments as 
were five other faxes from the public.  The word fax has been included in the 
referenced paragraph in the FEIS. 
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P192-6 
An arrival/departure graphics figure from the Pacific Chart Supplement has 
been added to Section 3.4. 
 
P192-7 
This document is an EIS prepared to satisfy NEPA compliance requirements, 
not an aeronautical study.  An arrival/departure graphics figure from the 
Pacific Chart Supplement has been added to Section 3.4.  NEPA does not 
require EISs to analyze remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk 
that an action “might have” an environmental effect, especially when that 
effect would be caused by an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army 
has an excellent aviation safety record. As stated in Section 3.4.2, in the 
Aviation Safety subsection, all military aircraft fly in accordance with Federal 
Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 91, Subchapter F (Air Traffic and General 
Operating Rules) and Army Regulation 95-1 (Aviation Flight Regulations). 
 
P192-8 
As stated in Section 3.4.2, in the Aviation Safety subsection, all military aircraft 
fly in accordance with Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 91, Subchapter 
F (Air Traffic and General Operating Rules) which govern such things as 
operating near other aircraft, right-of-way rules, aircraft speed, and minimum 
safe altitudes when flying outside special use airspace. Army Regulation 95-1 
(Aviation Flight Regulations) covers army aircraft operations, crew 
requirements, and flight rules. These regulations have precise requirements for 
the use of airports, heliports, and other landing areas, local flight rules, and 
special use airspace. 
 
P192-9 
This document is an EIS prepared to satisfy NEPA compliance requirements, 
not an aeronautical study.  An arrival/departure graphics figure from the 
Pacific Chart Supplement has been added to Section 3.4.NEPA does not 
require EISs to analyze remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk 
that an action “might have” an environmental effect, especially when that 
affect would be caused by an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army 
has an excellent aviation safety record. As stated in Section 3.4.2, in the 
Aviation Safety subsection, all military aircraft fly in accordance with Federal 
Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 91, Subchapter F (Air Traffic and General 
Operating Rules) and Army Regulation 95-1 (Aviation Flight Regulations). 
 

P192-7 

P192-8 

P192-9 

P192-10 

P192-11 
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P192-12 

P192-10 
This document is an EIS prepared to satisfy NEPA compliance requirements, 
not an aeronautical study.  An arrival/departure graphics figure from the 
Pacific Chart Supplement has been added to Section 3.4.NEPA does not 
require EISs to analyze remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk 
that an action “might have” an environmental effect, especially when that 
affect would be caused by an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army 
has an excellent aviation safety record. As stated in Section 3.4.2, in the 
Aviation Safety subsection, all military aircraft fly in accordance with Federal 
Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 91, Subchapter F (Air Traffic and General 
Operating Rules) and Army Regulation 95-1 (Aviation Flight Regulations). 
 
P192-11 
Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department of 
Transportation, Airports Division have been consulted, and their review 
comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. The FAA has well-defined 
procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as UAVs. A certificate of 
authorization would be required at least 60 days prior to the proposed 
commencement of UAV operations. NEPA does not require EISs to analyze 
remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk that an action “might 
have” an environmental effect, especially when that effect would be caused by  
an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation 
safety record. The precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined 
at this time.  They will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the 
FAA when it applies for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. 
 
P192-12 
The US Air Force C-17 and C-130s would be based at Hickam AFB or other 
Air Force bases.  As stated in Section 2.3.4, for Deployment Training, SBCT 
units would be deployed at least twice a year to PTA from Hickam AFB or 
Wheeler AAF using one or two C-130 aircraft. Individual training scenarios 
would dictate the requirements. The actual number of aircraft would not affect 
the conclusions of the airspace use analysis. All aircraft would be subject to air 
traffic control clearances and instructions, and would follow Army flight 
regulations and FAR regulations. 
 
P192-13 
The reference to Mililani Town and Wahiawa were to give a scope of the area 
covered, not intended to name all residential areas/communities.  Figure 2-3 is  

P192-11 
cont’d 

P192-13 

P192-14 

P192-15 
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P192-15 

intended a map to show the location of Schofield Barracks East Range on the 
Island of O‘ahu and it’s project feature, not to delineate each community.   All 
impacts of the project, whether noise, air quality, traffic, etc. considered the 
impacts of all surrounding communities 
 
P192-14 
The base maps used in Figure 2-3 and many other maps in the DEIS come 
from available topographic maps.   None of the impact analyses presented in 
the DEIS used these base maps as the major guide for determining land use 
conditions near the different installations.  The noise impact analyses 
determined proximity of schools and residential areas around SBMR, SBER, 
DMR, and KTA from the 2003 edition of The O‘ahu Mapbook.  Schools in 
Mililani-Mauka are significantly further from the Zone II noise contour, facility 
construction site, and off-road vehicle maneuver areas than are on-post 
schools or schools in Wahiawa. 
 
P192-15 
The Final EIS includes references to Mililani-Mauka. 
 
P192-16 
The Final EIS includes references to Mililani-Mauka to distinguish that area 
from Mililani Town. 
 
P192-17 
There is a noise buffer zone along the north boundary of SBER because 
development in Wahiawa encroaches against the SBER boundary.  Maneuver 
training areas in the western portion of SBER are confined to areas north of 
Wahiawa Reservoir.  The area south of Wahiawa Reservoir provides an 
extensive buffer for the western half of Mililani-Mauka, so there is no need for 
a separate noise buffer policy in that portion of SBER. 
 
P192-18 
No state or federal agencies have any programs for routine ambient noise 
monitoring in Hawai‘i.  No special noise measurements were undertaken for 
the DEIS at SBMR or in surrounding communities.  The Army currently has 
no plans to conduct ambient noise monitoring studies at SBMR or in 
communities bordering SBER.  The DEIS relied on previous noise monitoring 
data and various noise modeling analyses to evaluate the noise impacts of 
transformation.  In addition to annual average noise contours from large  

P192-17 

P192-18 

P192-19 

P192-20 
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caliber weapons firing and explosive materials use, the DEIS presents 
information on noise levels associated with individual aircraft flyover events, 
individual vehicle passby events, overall vehicle convoy traffic, and small arms 
firing with live and blank ammunition.  Aside from occupational noise 
exposure regulations, there are no state or federal regulatory programs 
governing noise generated by Army training activities. 
 
P192-19 
As discussed in Section 5.13.2, burdens on local school districts will be 
mitigated by early Army coordination with school districts and additional 
funding provided to compensate for each military dependent attending local 
public schools. 
 
P192-20 
The Army is proposing to construct military vehicle trails to reduce the 
impacts to public roads. Funding for public roads will continue to be 
coordinated between federal, state and county governments.  Hawai‘i 
Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining the highways and 
major roads. Minor streets are maintained by the counties. The Transportation  
for O‘ahu Plan 2025 (TOP 2025) and Hawai‘i Long Range Land 
Transportation Plan guide transportation planning to accommodate future 
growth. Potential traffic impacts are analyzed in Sections 5.7, 6.7, 7.7, and 8.7. 
Potential impacts resulting from the proposed action would not cause the need 
to widen highways and local roadways. 
 
P192-21 
A fax was received from Mr. Ortogero on May 30, 2002 and was included in 
the Scoping Comments as were five other faxes from the public.  The word 
fax has been included in the referenced paragraph in the FEIS. 
 
P192-22 
Section 4.14, 5.14, 6.14, 7.14, and 8.14 have been revised to include the 
following information.  Army staff have conducted an Electromagnetic 
Compatibility (EMC) study for the proposed action.  Over 65,500 frequency 
records from the civil sector and other federal government agencies were 
considered in this study.  The results indicate no significant interference 
problems should be encountered on O‘ahu or the Island of Hawai‘i during the 
operation of the Enhanced Position  Locating and Ranging System (EPLRS), 
backbone of the training systems on the FTI Sites. 

P192-21 

P192-22 

P192-23 

P192-24 

P192-25 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-572 

P192-26 

P192-23 
The US Air Force C-17 and C-130s would be based at Hickam AFB or other 
Air Force bases. Training flights, touch and go landing exercises, engine run up 
for maintenance would be conducted at USAF installations.  As stated in 
Section 3.4.2, Aviation Safety subsection, all aircraft would follow local flying 
rules issued by the installation commander. Noise abatement, fly-neighborly 
policies, or other safety considerations factor into these rules. No additional 
noise study is planned for the SBER training because both frequency and 
amounts of aviation noise are expected to remain the same between current 
and SBCT levels.  As there are no changes expected, no noise studies will be 
performed.  If someone in the community has a complaint (noise, dust, etc) 
they can call the Community Relations Department of the Division Public 
Affairs Office and file a formal complaint.  Currently there is no means 
electronically (web page) for the public to file a complaint.  The Army will 
consider designing a link or process for filing complaints on the Division 
website. 
 
P192-24 
The impacts of replacing the C-130s with C-17s were addressed in a separate 
NEPA document prepared by the Air Force.  The SBCT can use either C-130s 
or C-17s for deployment.  The cumulative impacts of this and other projects 
are discussed in Chapter 9 – Cumulative Impacts and is listed as cumulative 
project number 33.  Aircraft activity and impacts associated with Wheeler and 
Bradshaw Army Airfields are described in Chapters 5 and 8 
 
P192-25 
The impacts of replacing the C-130s with C-17s were addressed in a separate 
NEPA document prepared by the Air Force.  The SBCT can use either C-130s 
or C-17s for deployment.  The cumulative impacts of this and other projects 
are discussed in Chapter 9 – Cumulative Impacts and is listed as cumulative 
project number 33.  Aircraft activity and impacts associated with Wheeler and 
Bradshaw Army Airfields are described in Chapters 5 and 8. 
 
P192-26 
Federal aid will be made available to local schools to compensate for the 
increased burden through the Impact Aid program. Such aid may take the 
form of basic support payments, or grants for construction of new facilities to 
house new students associated with Soldiers located at SBMR.  Additional 
teachers would need to be hired to maintain the current student to teacher 
ratios. 

P192-27 

P192-28 

P192-29 
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P192-30 

P192-27 
The 25th ID Public Affairs Office, Community Relations Department (808-
655-4376) is responsible for handling public complaints about noise, dust, 
traffic, and other concerns.  A spreadsheet program is used to log complaints 
and to track investigation and follow-up of complaints.   
The 25th ID website (http://www25idl.army.mil/) posts notices about 
planned military convoy activity or training activities that may affect public 
roadways or access to hunting areas.   
Section  3.6 of the EIS has been expanded to include a brief description of the 
existing noise complaint system. 
 
P192-28 
All of the noise impact analyses presented in the DEIS were based on full 
training scenarios assuming troops are not deployed away from Hawai‘i.  The 
Army’s complaint tracking database was reviewed for complaints logged 
between November 1999 and July 2002 to determine the types of activities 
that generate noise complaints.  Additional discussion of the Army’s complaint 
tracking system has been added to the Final EIS. 
 
P192-29 
The 25th ID Public Affairs Office, Community Relations Department (808-
655-4376) is responsible for handling public complaints about noise, dust, 
traffic, and other concerns.  A spreadsheet program is used to log complaints 
and to track investigation and follow-up of complaints.   
The 25th ID website (http://www25idl.army.mil/) posts notices about 
planned military convoy activity or training activities that may affect public 
roadways or access to hunting areas.   
Section  3.6 of the EIS has been expanded to include a brief description of the 
existing noise complaint system.  Additional information on noise complaint 
patterns has been added to Section 5.6 
 
P192-30 
The 25th ID Public Affairs Office, Community Relations Department (808-
655-4376) is responsible for handling public complaints about noise, dust, 
traffic, and other concerns.  A spreadsheet program is used to log complaints 
and to track investigation and follow-up of complaints.   
When the Army identifies another agency as being responsible to activity that 
generates a noise complaint, the complaint information is forwarded to that 
agency. 

P192-31 
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P192-32 

P192-31 
As used in this document these acronyms are correct 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-32 
Airspace issues for SBER are addressed in Sections 4.4 and 5.4.  Noise issues 
for SBER are addressed in Sections 4.6 and 5.6.  The scoping process helped 
determine the breadth of the study.  The Draft EIS was developed, in part, 
through the comments received during scoping.  The Final EIS will contain 
your comments on the Draft EIS and the responses to them. 
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P192-33 

 
 
 
 
 
P192-33 
The Proposed Action will not change the level of training activity undertaken 
by the Aviation Brigade at WAAF.  Consequently, the only changes in training 
activity that would occur with transformation of the 2nd Brigade involve the 
mix of vehicle maneuver and dismounted maneuver training.  Other aspects of 
training would remain essentially the same as at present.  The Army does not 
consider changes in the mix of mounted and dismounted maneuver activity to 
represent a significant change in noise conditions at SBER.   
The Army currently has no plans to conduct ambient noise monitoring studies 
at SBMR or in communities bordering SBER.   
 
There is no formal noise abatement program for Wahiawa.  There is, however 
a noise buffer zone along the north boundary of SBER because development 
in Wahiawa encroaches against the SBER boundary.  Maneuver training areas 
in the western portion of SBER are confined to areas north of Wahiawa 
Reservoir.  Thus, the area south of Wahiawa Reservoir provides an extensive 
buffer for the western half of Mililani-Mauka, and there is no need for a 
separate noise buffer policy in that portion of SBER. 
 
P192-34 
Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department of 
Transportation, Airports Division have been consulted, and their review 
comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. Potential aviation safety 
issues associated with the C-130s at Wheeler AAF are addressed in the EIS.  
No C-17 flights are anticipated in nor out of Wheeler AAF. 

P192-34 
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P192-35 

 
P192-35 
Smoke is considered a pyrotechnic.  Typical training will not include C-130s or 
C-17s.  Additional information on UAV use had been added to Section 2.3.4 
under paragraph titled “Reconnaissance Training and additional information 
on aviation use has been added to Section 2.3.4 under the paragraph titled 
“Aviation Training” to address this question. No biological, chemical, or 
nuclear agents will be used in any training exercise.  The helicopter training 
activities will not change at SBER from what occurs under current force 
training.  For information on current force training please contact the 25ID 
PAO office at (808) 655-1079. 
 
P192-36 
There is a noise buffer zone along the north boundary of SBER because 
development in Wahiawa encroaches against the SBER boundary.  Maneuver 
training areas in the western portion of SBER are confined to areas north of 
Wahiawa Reservoir.  The area south of Wahiawa Reservoir provides an 
extensive buffer for the western half of Mililani-Mauka, so there is no need for 
a separate noise buffer policy in that portion of SBER. 
 
P192-37 
The same referenced paragraph states that "No live-fire exercises are 
conducted on SBER . . "  A map of SBER can be found as Figure 2.3. 
 
P192-38 
The reference to Mililani Town and Wahiawa were to give a scope of the area 
covered, not intended to name all residential areas/communities.  Figure 2-3 is 
intended a map to show the location of Schofield Barracks East Range on the 
Island of O‘ahu and it’s project feature, not to delineate each community. 
 
P192-39 
The reference to Mililani Town and Wahiawa were to give a scope of the area 
covered, not intended to name all residential areas/communities.  Figure 2-3 is 
intended a map to show the location of Schofield Barracks East Range on the 
Island of O‘ahu and its project feature, not to delineate each community. 
 
P192-40 
The Stryker vehicles are designed to travel on public roadways at highway 
speeds.   The highways used for convoy traffic are built to standards to handle 
heavy vehicles such as the Stryker. 

P192-36 

P192-37 

P192-38 

P192-39 

P192-40 
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P192-40 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 
P192-41 
The Army’s environmental strategy is intended to meet specific goals as 
described in Section 2.2.4.  There are other programs addressing noise and 
fight safety issues.  The Army takes flight safety and noise control very 
seriously.   The impacts to these areas are addressed in Sections 4.4, 5.4, 6.4, 
7.4, and 8.4 for Airspace and 4.6, 5.6, 6.6, 7.6, and 8.6 for Noise. 
 
P192-42 
The impacts on noise of the increased rounds fired are discussed in Sections 
4.6, 5.6, 6.6, 7.6, and 8.6 of the EIS. 
 
P192-43 
The Army is proposing to construct military vehicle trails to reduce the 
impacts to public roads. 
 
P192-44 
As discussed in Chapter 7.7, a perpetual easement of 27 acres (11 hectares) 
would be acquired for Helemano Trail and an  easement for Drum Road also 
known as Kahuku Trail) upgrade to KTA. Helemano Trail is  shown Figure 2-
7 in Chapter 2. The roads are proposed on private plantation roads.  
Helemano Trail would cross state highways at three locations: Wilikina Drive 
west of  Kamananui Road, Kaukonahua Road west of Kamananui Road, and 
Kamehameha Highway  north of Paala a Uka Pu kea Road. The public would 
not use the proposed military use road, except for emergencies. Hawai‘i 
Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining the highways and 
major roads. Minor streets are maintained by the counties. The Army is 
proposing to construct military vehicle trails to reduce the impacts to public 
roads. Funding for public roads will continue to be coordinated between 
federal, state and county governments. 
 
P192-45 
Please refer to Sections 4.6 and 5.6 of the EIS for a summary and discussion 
of noise impacts.  Please refer to Sections 4.4 and 5.4 for airspace. 

P192-41 

P192-42 

P192-43 

P192-44 

P192-45 
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P192-46 
The Army’s environmental compliance strategy is not limited to these four 
major areas.  Army Regulation 200-1, Environmental Protection and 
Enhancement, is followed by all Army installations. Noise issues are discussed 
in Sections 4.6, 5.6, 6.6, 7.6, and 8.6.Aviation safety is addressed in Section 4.3.  
No C-17 flights are anticipated at Wheeler AAF as part of the Proposed 
Action. 
 
P192-47 
A discussion of these  projects and examples are listed in Chapter 9 – 
Cumulative Impacts under project #31.  These projects are not part of SBCT 
project but are normal upgrades or replacements of existing facilities to be 
used by current forces. 
 
P192-48 
The impacts of replacing the C-130s with C-17s were addressed in a separate 
NEPA document prepared by the Air Force.  The C-17s will be stationed at 
Hickam as part of the Air Force/Air National Guard assets. The SBCT can 
use either C-130s or C-17s for deployment.  The cumulative impacts of this 
and other projects are discussed in Chapter 9 – Cumulative Impacts and is 
listed as cumulative project number 33.  Aircraft activity and impacts 
associated with Wheeler and Bradshaw Army Airfields are described in 
Chapters 5 and 8.  Typical training will not include C-130s or C-17s.  
Additional information on UAV use had been added to Section 2.3.4 under 
paragraph titled “Reconnaissance Training and additional information on 
aviation use has been added to Section 2.3.4 under the paragraph titled 
“Aviation Training.” 
 
P192-49 
The improvements to the parking apron at Wheeler AAF is designed to make 
it strong enough to park C-130s.  No C-17s will operate at Wheeler AAF  The 
US Air Force C-17 and C-130s would be based at Hickam AFB or other Air 
Force bases. As stated in Section 2.3.4, for Deployment Training, SBCT units 
would be deployed at least twice a year to PTA from Hickam AFB or Wheeler 
AAF using one or two C-17 or C-130 aircraft. Individual training scenarios 
would dictate the requirements. The actual number of aircraft would not affect 
the conclusions of the airspace use analysis. All aircraft would be subject to air 
traffic control clearances and instructions, and would follow Army flight 
regulations and FAR regulations. 

P192-45 
cont’d 
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P192-50 
Please see caption for Figure 2-8 in the EIS. Please refer to Figure 2-7 in the 
EIS for a depiction of antenna (fixed tactical internet) project sites. Please refer 
to Section 4.6 of the EIS for a summary and discussion of noise impacts. 
Please refer to Section 4.12 of the EIS for discussions regarding human health 
and safety hazards’ issues. Please refer to Section 4.13 and 5.13 of the EIS for 
discussions regarding socioeconomic and environmental justice issues. 
 
P192-51 
Section 5.13, Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice, discusses impacts to 
schools, housing, and other institutions as a result of the additional personnel 
housed in and around SBMR. 
 
P192-52 
Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department of 
Transportation, Airports Division have been consulted, and their review 
comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. The FAA has well-defined 
procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as UAVs. A certificate of 
authorization would be required at least 60 days prior to the proposed 
commencement of UAV operations. NEPA does not require EISs to analyze 
remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk that an action “might 
have” an environmental effect, especially when that effect would be caused by 
an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation 
safety record. The precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined 
at this time.  They will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the 
FAA when it applies for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. 
 
P192-53 
The C-17 and C-130 aircraft are US Air Force planes stationed at Hickam 
AFB.  Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department 
of Transportation, Airports Division have been consulted, and their review 
comments on the DEIS have been incorporated.  NEPA does not require 
EISs to analyze remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk that an 
action “might have” an environmental effect, especially when that effect would 
be caused by an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent 
aviation safety record. 

P192-50 
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P192-53 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-54 
The precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined at this time.  
They will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the FAA when it 
applies for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. Both the 
FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department of 
Transportation, Airports Division have been consulted, and their review 
comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. The FAA has well-defined 
procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as UAVs. As stated in Section 
5.4.2 in the Aviation Safety subsection, a certificate of authorization would be 
required at least 60 days prior to the proposed commencement of UAV 
operations. NEPA does not require EISs to analyze remote and speculative 
impacts when assessing the risk that an action “might have” an environmental 
effect, especially when that effect would be caused by an accident.  As stated in 
Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation safety record.  

P192-54 
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P192-56 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-55 
The Final EIS includes references to Mililani-Mauka to distinguish that area 
from Mililani Town. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-56 
Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department of 
Transportation, Airports Division have been consulted, and their review 
comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. 
 
 
 
P192-57 
A reference to Figures 3-1 and 3-2 have been added to the discussion of the 
Region of Influence in section 3.4.1 –Introduction/Region of Influence. 
 
P192-58 
Airspace ROI map is provided in Figure 3-1. 

P192-55 

P192-57 
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P192-59 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-59 
Section 4.14, 5.14, 6.14, 7.14, and 8.14 have been revised to include the 
following information.  Army staff have conducted an Electromagnetic 
Compatibility (EMC) study for the proposed action.  Over 65,500 frequency 
records from the civil sector and other federal government agencies were 
considered in this study.  The results indicate no significant interference 
problems should be encountered on O‘ahu or the Island of Hawai‘i during the 
operation of the Enhanced Position  Locating and Ranging System (EPLRS), 
backbone of the training systems on the FTI Sites. 
 
P192-60 
Spill preventative measures are explained in section 3.12.2, 5.12, 6.12, 7.12, and 
8.12. 
 
P192-61 
Chapter 2 and Appendix C discuss changes in training techniques as compared 
with current training practices. 

P192-60 

P192-61 
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P192-62 

P192-62 
Army natural resources management policies and protocols are set forth in the 
Integrated Natural Resources Management Plans and the Integrated Training 
Area Management protocols, discussed in Section 2.2.4. We share and 
understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their families live and 
work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the 
Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that 
involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, 
remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the Installation 
Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure 
compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to 
estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the evaluation 
phase has been completed.  The Army is committed to cleaning up existing 
sites in accordance with applicable laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army 
chooses to relinquish ownership of the land as a result of a Base Realignment 
and Closure (BRAC), the Army will clean up unexploded ordnance left on the 
lands in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, including but not 
limited to the implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) 
program. 
 
P192-63 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project. This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 

P192-61 
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P192-65 

P192-64 
Section 4.14, 5.14, 6.14, 7.14, and 8.14 have been revised to include the 
following information.  Army staff have conducted an Electromagnetic 
Compatibility (EMC) study for the proposed action.  Over 65,500 frequency 
records from the civil sector and other federal government agencies were 
considered in this study.  The results indicate no significant interference 
problems should be encountered on O‘ahu or the Island of Hawai‘i during the 
operation of the Enhanced Position  Locating and Ranging System (EPLRS), 
backbone of the training systems on the FTI Sites. 
 
P192-65 
After the publication of the Draft EIS, the Army announced plans for an 
enhancement package for SBCTs.  The enhancements include an aviation task 
force, an increase from twelve to eighteen 155mm howitzers in the direct 
support artillery battalion, and improvements to command, control, 
communications, computer, and intelligence (C4I) assets.  The announcements 
indicated that the aviation task force would include Comanche helicopters 
when the aircraft were ready for fielding.  In February 2004, the Army 
determined that no further testing or fielding of Comanches would occur and 
canceled the Comanche program.  The SBCT aviation task force will come 
from existing 25th ID(L) aviation brigade assets and will result in minor 
changes to training, primarily some increased aviation training over WPAA in 
support of units training in that area.  The FEIS has analyzed the impacts of 
the increased aviation training over WPAA and those impacts are minimal.  
The Draft EIS analyzed the impacts of twelve 155mm howitzers, a change 
from the eighteen 105mm howitzers currently in the direct support artillery 
battalion for 2nd brigade.  The addition of another six 155mm howitzers was 
analyzed in the FEIS and resulted in minimal changes to noise impacts and no 
change in the overall determination of effect.  The C4I improvements are not 
expected to have any impacts on the environment.  Overall, the Army has 
determined that the enhancements are within the original scope of the 
proposed action as described in the Draft EIS, are minor in nature, and do not 
require a supplemental Draft EIS.  
 
P192-66 
USARHAW will continue to implement land restoration measures identified in 
the INRMP.  Mitigation measures to control erosion include, but are not 
limited to, implementation of the ITAM program to identify and inventory 
land condition using a GIS database; coordination between training planners  

P192-64 

P192-66 
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P192-67 

and natural resource managers; implementation of land rehabilitation measures 
identified in the INRMP; monitoring of the effectiveness of the land 
rehabilitation measures; evaluation of erosion modeling data to identify areas 
in need of improved management; and implementation of education and 
outreach programs to increase user awareness of the value of good land 
stewardship.     Implementation of these mitigations to reduce erosion and 
related impacts on soil and water resources would also alleviate related impacts 
on visual resources 
 
 
 
P192-67 
USARHAW will continue to implement land restoration measures identified in 
the INRMP.  Mitigation measures to control erosion include, but are not 
limited to, implementation of the ITAM program to identify and inventory 
land condition using a GIS database; coordination between training planners 
and natural resource managers; implementation of land rehabilitation measures 
identified in the INRMP; monitoring of the effectiveness of the land 
rehabilitation measures; evaluation of erosion modeling data to identify areas 
in need of improved management; and implementation of education and 
outreach programs to increase user awareness of the value of good land 
stewardship.     Implementation of these mitigations to reduce erosion and 
related impacts on soil and water resources would also alleviate related impacts 
on visual resources. 
 
P192-68 
USARHAW will continue to implement land restoration measures identified in 
the INRMP.  Mitigation measures to control erosion include, but are not 
limited to, implementation of the ITAM program to identify and inventory 
land condition using a GIS database; coordination between training planners 
and natural resource managers; implementation of land rehabilitation measures 
identified in the INRMP; monitoring of the effectiveness of the land 
rehabilitation measures; evaluation of erosion modeling data to identify areas 
in need of improved management; and implementation of education and 
outreach programs to increase user awareness of the value of good land 
stewardship.     Implementation of these mitigations to reduce erosion and 
related impacts on soil and water resources would also alleviate related impacts 
on visual resources. 

P192-66 
cont’d 

P192-68 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-586 

P192-69 

P192-69 
Potential aviation safety issues associated with the C-130s and C-17s at 
WAAF, and the proposed use of UAVs, are addressed in the FEIS. Both the 
FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department of 
Transportation, Airports Division have been consulted, and their review 
comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. The FAA has well-defined 
procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as UAVs. A certificate of 
authorization would be required at least 60 days prior to the proposed 
commencement of UAV operations. NEPA does not require EISs to analyze 
remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk that an action “might 
have” an environmental effect, especially when that effect would be caused by 
an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation 
safety record. The precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined 
at this time.  They will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the 
FAA when it applies for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. 
 
P192-70 
This document is an EIS prepared to satisfy NEPA compliance requirements, 
not an aeronautical study. An arrival/departure graphics figure from the 
Pacific Chart Supplement has been added to Section 3.4.  NEPA does not 
require EISs to analyze remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk 
that an action “might have” an environmental effect, especially when that 
affect would be caused by an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army 
has an excellent aviation safety record. As stated in Section 3.4.2, in the 
Aviation Safety subsection, all military aircraft fly in accordance with Federal 
Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 91, Subchapter F (Air Traffic and General 
Operating Rules) and Army Regulation 95-1 (Aviation Flight Regulations). 
 
P192-71 
The Army has an excellent safety record, as described in Section 3.4.  NEPA 
does not require EISs to analyze remote and speculative impacts when 
assessing the risk that an action “might have” an environmental effect, 
especially when that affect would be caused by an accident. 

P192-70 
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P192-72 
Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department of 
Transportation, Airports Division have been consulted, and their review 
comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. The FAA has well-defined 
procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as UAVs. A certificate of 
authorization would be required at least 60 days prior to the proposed 
commencement of UAV operations. NEPA does not require EISs to analyze 
remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk that an action “might 
have” an environmental effect, especially when that effect would be caused by 
an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation 
safety record. The precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined 
at this time.  They will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the 
FAA when it applies for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. 
 
 
P192-73 
The US Air Force C-17 and C-130s would be based at Hickam AFB or other 
Air Force bases. As stated in Section 2.3.4, for Deployment Training, SBCT 
units would be deployed at least twice a year to PTA from Hickam AFB or 
Wheeler AAF using one or two C-17 or C-130 aircraft. Individual training 
scenarios would dictate the requirements. The actual number of aircraft, where 
they are stationed, or for how long, would not affect the conclusions of the 
airspace use analysis. During flight operations, all aircraft would be subject to 
air traffic control clearances and instructions, and would follow Army flight 
regulations and Federal Aviation Regulations.  Whether or not the Air Guard 
will eventually transition to C-17s, and how many, is not known at this time. 

P192-73 
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P192-74 
The DEIS was divided into 5 geographical areas making it easier for the 
general public to focus on impacts the project might have on their community.  
In addition there is a guide inside the front cover describing the organization 
of the document, an abstract of the DEIS, and a very detailed Table of 
Contents.  In addition the Executive Summary highlights the important 
aspects of the proposed project including a project description, a summary of 
impacts, and proposed mitigation. 
 
P192-75 
The DEIS was divided into 5 geographical areas making it easier for the 
general public to focus on impacts the project might have on their community.  
In addition there is a guide inside the front cover describing the organization 
of the document, an abstract of the DEIS, and a very detailed Table of 
Contents.  In addition the Executive Summary highlights the important 
aspects of the proposed project including a project description, a summary of 
impacts, and proposed mitigation. 
 
P192-76 
As discussed in Sections 5.14.2 and 8.14.2, filtered water would be reused for 
the vehicle wash.  Water is continually reused with no wastewater disposal. 
Solids from the water are separated in the vehicle wash, removed and treated 
with EPA approved bioremediation methods so that the solids may be used 
with existing soils on Army lands.  A water/oil separator is included in the 
vehicle washes.  The oil from the vehicle washes is disposed by a contractor in 
accordance with all appropriate laws and regulations. We share and understand 
your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their families live and work on 
our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the Army proposes 
mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior to construction 
and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO accumulation and 
potential risk to human health and safety through the life of the project.  This 
issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of Army and it is 
addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the identification, 
investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This 
program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the 
state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is 
not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific 
site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The Army is committed to 
cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable laws regulations.  In 
addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of the land as a result of 
a BRAC, the Army will clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in 
accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited 
to the implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 

P192-74 
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P192-77 
The impacts of replacing the C-130s with C-17s were addressed in a separate 
NEPA document prepared by the Air Force.  The C-17s will be stationed at 
Hickam as part of the Air Force/Air National Guard assets. The SBCT can 
use either C-130s or C-17s for deployment.  The cumulative impacts of this 
and other projects are discussed in Chapter 9 – Cumulative Impacts and is 
listed as cumulative project number 33. 
 
P192-78 
C-130s or C-17s will be used for infrequent deployment training as described 
in Section 2.3.4 “Deployment Training” in the EIS.  The aircraft will not be 
stationed at Wheeler or Bradshaw Army Airfields.  The are part of the Air 
Force/Air National Guard assets and as such will be stationed at Hickam. The 
aircraft using WAAF will be the same as current aircraft except that up to two 
C-130 or C-17s would be deployed to PTA twice a year from WAAF.  A 
maximum of 4 additional take offs and landings per year.  The impacts of 
aviation use at WAAF is described in Chapter 5. 
 
P192-79 
 The total height would range from 25 to 102 feet including whatever they are 
attached to.  A more detailed description of the FTI antenna can be found in 
Appendix D pages D-15 and D-50.  An Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) 
study for the SBCT-5 training sites on O‘ahu and PTA was conducted.  Over 
65,500 frequency records were considered in this study from the civil sector 
and other federal government agencies.  Result indicates no significant 
interference problems should be encountered on O‘ahu and PTA during the 
operation of the Enhanced Position Locating and Ranging System (EPLRS), 
backbone of the training systems on the FTI Sites. 
 
P192-80 
A summary of the findings can be found in Chapter 4 and a more detailed 
analysis and background for impact determinations can be found in Chapters 
5-8. 
 
P192-81 
As discussed in Sections 5.14.2 and 8.14.2, filtered water would be reused for 
the vehicle wash.  Water is continually reused with no wastewater disposal. 
Solids from the water are separated in the vehicle wash, removed and treated 
with EPA approved bioremediation methods so that the solids may be used  

P192-78 
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with existing soils on Army lands.  A water/oil separator is included in the 
vehicle washes.  The oil from the vehicle washes is disposed by a contractor in 
accordance with all appropriate laws and regulations.  Institutional programs 
discussed in Section 2.2.4 address hazardous waste management. Clean-up has 
the highest level of attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by 
a centrally managed program that involves the identification, investigation, 
evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called 
the Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  The Army is 
committed to cleanup existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and 
regulations 
 
P192-82 
USARHAW will continue to implement land restoration measures identified in 
the INRMP.  Mitigation measures to control erosion include, but are not 
limited to, implementation of the ITAM program to identify and inventory 
land condition using a GIS database; coordination between training planners 
and natural resource managers; implementation of land rehabilitation measures 
identified in the INRMP; monitoring of the effectiveness of the land 
rehabilitation measures; evaluation of erosion modeling data to identify areas 
in need of improved management; and implementation of education and 
outreach programs to increase user awareness of the value of good land 
stewardship.     Implementation of these mitigations to reduce erosion and 
related impacts on soil and water resources would also alleviate related impacts 
on visual resources. 
 
P192-83 
The vehicle wash facility would be a minor source of vehicle engine emissions, 
but it would not be a source of significant fugitive dust emissions.  The wash 
facility would remove dirt, mud, and dust from military vehicles, thus 
preventing those vehicles from tracking dirt and mud onto paved roads where 
it could be re-suspended as fugitive dust.  Since the high concentrations of 
vehicle traffic in the Honolulu area have not caused federal or state air quality 
standards to be exceeded, there is no reason to expect the much more limited 
vehicle traffic at the vehicle wash facility to create any air quality problems 
from vehicle exhaust.  The Army has no plans to leave existing installations in 
Hawai‘i.  Available clean-up technologies change over time, and there is no 
reason to expect that current technologies would not improve in the future.  
Consequently it would be premature and unproductive to develop closure and 
clean-up plans at this time. 

P192-82 
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P192-84 
Noise from operation of the tactical vehicle wash would clearly be less than 
noise from the construction activities required to build the facility.  As 
discussed in the DEIS, even the noisiest stage of construction activity at the 
vehicle wash facility would not have a significant noise impact on the closest 
noise sensitive areas.  Consequently, operational activities at the vehicle wash 
facility, which would have noise levels less that construction activities,  would 
not have a significant noise impact on the nearest residential communities.  
The closest residential areas of Wahiawa, which includes Wahiawa Middle 
School,  are almost one-half mile away.  The closest residential areas of 
Mililani-Mauka are almost one mile away. 
 
P192-85 
No significant impact would occur from the vehicle wash facility. As stated in 
Section 5.7.2, this facility is relatively isolated and located in SBER. The 
capacity of the facility would be 10 vehicles per hour, which is below the 
threshold for impact. 
 
P192-86 
There is no wastewater associated with the Tactical Vehicle Washes. The water 
is recycled and separated within the vehicle wash.  The separated particulates 
(such as dirt and oils) are removed on a regular basis and disposed of in 
accordance with appropriate material disposal laws and regulations.  The 
treatment system is described generally in Section 8.14 
 
P192-87 
Thank you for your comment, it will be entered into our administrative record. 
For impact methodologies and impact analysis, for geology and soils, please 
refer to section 4.9. The wastewater would be treated, as described in  the 
Public Services and Utilities sections for each installation (see for example, 
Section 5.14, for SBMR). For hazardous materials and hazardous wastes 
management, please refer to Section 12 of Chapters 4-8. 
 
P192-88 
Wastewater runoff or discharge issues will be dealt with as appropriate through 
federal and state clean water provisions. These regulations are detailed in 
Appendix N. 

P192-85 
cont’d 
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P192-89 
P192-89 
The Army, SHPO, and ACHP have completed the PA that addresses these 
issues. The Final PA as signed by the Army, SHPO, ACHP and concurring 
parties is included in Appendix J of the Final EIS. 
 
P192-90 
Each new facility will be under federal requirements for construction that take 
into consideration the human health and safety standards of the proposed 
project. 
 
P192-91 
The Army designs all of its projects, including those in this proposed action, in 
accordance with Executive Order 13123 "Greening the Government through 
Efficient Energy Management" (June 2001), Executive Order 13101 
"Greening the Government through Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal 
Acquisition" (September 1998), and Department of the Army Engineering 
Technical Letter 1110-3-491 "Sustainable Design for Military Facilities" (May 
2001) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Sustainable Project Rating Tool 
(SPiRiT).  These documents and tools provide design guidelines and standards 
for sustainable development - addressing water resources, energy and 
atmospheric resources, indoor environmental quality, material and other 
resources. 
 
P192-92 
NEPA does not require EISs to analyze remote and speculative impacts when 
assessing the risk that an action “might have” an environmental effect, 
especially when that affect would be caused by an accident.  As stated in 
Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation safety record. Both the FAA 
Honolulu Control Facility and the Hawai‘i Department of Transportation, 
Airports Division have been consulted, and their review comments on the 
DEIS have been incorporated. The FAA has well-defined procedures for 
remotely operated aircraft such as UAVs. As stated in Section 5.4.2 in the 
Aviation Safety subsection, a certificate of authorization would be required at 
least 60 days prior to the proposed commencement of UAV operations.  The 
precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined at this time.  They 
will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the FAA when it applies 
for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. 

P192-90 
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P192-93 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-93 
A fax was received from May 30, 2002 and was included in the Scoping 
Comments as were five other faxes from the public.  The word fax has been 
included in the referenced paragraph in the FEIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-94 
Most of the construction activities are occurring at SBMR not SBER.  The 
only major construction activity is a washrack to be built on a previously 
disturbed site on Higgins Road.  Section 5.1.1 – Proposed Action in Chapter 5 
– Schofield Barracks Military Reservation and Wheeler Army Airfield 
described all the construction activities for SBMR and SBER.  In order to 
reduce the volume of the document the overall project description can be 
found in Chapter 2 – Description of the Proposed Action and Alternatives.  
Those parts of the action and activities proposed for SBER can be found in 
Section 5.1.1 – Proposed Action in Chapter 5 – Schofield Barracks Military 
Reservation and Wheeler Army Airfield. 
 
 
P192-95 
Table 5-5 listed the FTI antennas to be installed at SBER in two locations as 
East Range 1 and East Range 2. 

P192-92 
cont’d 
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P192-96 
Section 2.2 acknowledges the use of SBER by other military groups for 
training, including the Marines and other Army units. Section 5.2.1 has been 
updated to bring this into accord.                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-97 
Section 5.2.1 discusses land uses adjacent to SBER, and has been revised to 
include a reference to residential and commercial uses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P192-98 
Section 5.2.1 discusses land uses adjacent to SBER, and has been revised to 
include a reference to residential and commercial uses. 

P192-96 

P192-95 
cont’d 
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P192-99 
For ease of reading, “SBMR” in the EIS includes the Main Post and SBER.  
Section 4.14, 5.14, 6.14, 7.14, and 8.14 have been revised to include the 
following information.  Army staff have conducted an Electromagnetic 
Compatibility (EMC) study for the proposed action.  Over 65,500 frequency 
records from the civil sector and other federal government agencies were 
considered in this study.  The results indicate no significant interference 
problems should be encountered on O‘ahu or the Island of Hawai‘i during the 
operation of the Enhanced Position  Locating and Ranging System (EPLRS), 
backbone of the training systems on the FTI Sites. 
 
P192-100 
Factors considered in determining significance for impacts on land use are 
discussed in Section 4.2.  Because SBCT training activities will not differ 
substantially from current training activities at SBER, there would be no 
significant impact on land use as a result of training activities. 
 
P192-101 
SBMR is used in the EIS to refer to both the Schofield Barracks Main Post 
and Schofield Barracks East Range.  The general description of the visual 
quality of SBMR includes SBER.  The Army has not purposefully omitted any 
references to SBER. The DEIS was divided into five geographical areas with 
the intent of making it easier for the general public to focus specifically on 
impacts the project might have on their community.  In addition there is a 
guide inside the front cover describing the organization of the document, an 
abstract of the DEIS, and a very detailed Table of Contents.  In addition the 
Executive Summary highlights the important aspects of the proposed project 
including a project description, a summary of impacts, and proposed 
mitigation 

P192-99 

P192-98 
cont’d 
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P192-102 
SBMR is used in the EIS to refer to both the Schofield Barracks Main Post 
and Schofield Barracks East Range. 
 
P192-103 
USARHAW will continue to implement land restoration measures identified in 
the INRMP.  Mitigation measures to control erosion include, but are not 
limited to, implementation of the ITAM program to identify and inventory 
land condition using a GIS database; coordination between training planners 
and natural resource managers; implementation of land rehabilitation measures 
identified in the INRMP; monitoring of the effectiveness of the land 
rehabilitation measures; evaluation of erosion modeling data to identify areas 
in need of improved management; and implementation of education and 
outreach programs to increase user awareness of the value of good land 
stewardship.     Implementation of these mitigations to reduce erosion and 
related impacts on soil and water resources would also alleviate related impacts 
on visual resources 
 
P192-104 
After the publication of the Draft EIS, the Army announced plans for an 
enhancement package for SBCTs.  The enhancements include an aviation task 
force, an increase from twelve to eighteen 155mm howitzers in the direct 
support artillery battalion, and improvements to command, control, 
communications, computer, and intelligence (C4I) assets.  The announcements 
indicated that the aviation task force would include Comanche helicopters 
when the aircraft were ready for fielding.  In February 2004, the Army 
determined that no further testing or fielding of Comanches would occur and 
canceled the Comanche program.  The SBCT aviation task force will come 
from existing 25th ID(L) aviation brigade assets and will result in minor 
changes to training, primarily some increased aviation training over WPAA in 
support of units training in that area.  The FEIS has analyzed the impacts of 
the increased aviation training over WPAA and those impacts are minimal.  
The Draft EIS analyzed the impacts of twelve 155mm howitzers, a change 
from the eighteen 105mm howitzers currently in the direct support artillery 
battalion for 2nd brigade.  The addition of another six 155mm howitzers was 
analyzed in the FEIS and resulted in minimal changes to noise impacts and no 
change in the overall determination of effect.  The C4I improvements are not 
expected to have any impacts on the environment.   
Overall, the Army has determined that the enhancements are within the 
original scope of the proposed action as described in the Draft EIS, are minor 
in nature, and do not require a supplemental Draft EIS. 

P192-101 
cont’d 
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P192-105 
There is no formal noise abatement program for Wahiawa.  There is, however 
a noise buffer zone along the north boundary of SBER because development 
in Wahiawa encroaches against the SBER boundary.  Maneuver training areas 
in the western portion of SBER are confined to areas north of Wahiawa 
Reservoir.  Thus, the area south of Wahiawa Reservoir provides an extensive 
buffer for the western half of Mililani-Mauka, and there is no need for a 
separate noise buffer policy in that portion of SBER.  The schools in Mililani-
Mauka are much further from the maneuver training areas in SBER than are 
most schools in Wahiawa. 
 
P192-106 
As states in Section 3.4.2 in the Aviation Safety subsection, helicopter traffic 
pattern altitudes over land are set at least 700 feet (not 100 feet) above ground 
level.  The may fly lower over the ocean. Helicopters do not conduct air 
training maneuvers over residential communities. The two serious mishaps, 
including the cited collision, are acknowledged in the revised Section 3.4.2.  
Overall, however, the Army’s aviation safety record over O‘ahu has been 
excellent. As stated in Section 3.4.2, in the Aviation Safety subsection, all 
military aircraft fly in accordance with Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) 
Part 91, Subchapter F (Air Traffic and General Operating Rules) which govern 
such things as operating near other aircraft, right-of-way rules, aircraft speed, 
and minimum safe altitudes when flying outside special use airspace. Army 
Regulation 95-1 (Aviation Flight Regulations) covers army aircraft operations, 
crew requirements, and flight rules. These regulations have precise 
requirements for the use of airports, heliports, and other landing areas, local 
flight rules, and special use airspace. 

P192-104 
cont’d 
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P192-107 
As stated in Section 3.4.2, in the Aviation Safety subsection, all military aircraft 
fly in accordance with Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 91, Subchapter 
F (Air Traffic and General Operating Rules) which govern such things as 
operating near other aircraft, right-of-way rules, aircraft speed, and minimum 
safe altitudes when flying outside special use airspace. Army Regulation 95-1 
(Aviation Flight Regulations) covers army aircraft operations, crew 
requirements, and flight rules. These regulations have precise requirements for 
the use of airports, heliports, and other landing areas, local flight rules, and 
special use airspace. In addition, Wheeler AAF is covered with Class D 
airspace, with a ceiling of 3,300 feet.  Within this airspace all aircraft operations 
are subject to air traffic control clearances and instructions when the control 
tower is open (0600-2200 M-F).  When Wheeler AAF tower is closed, the 
Class D airspace reverts to Class E or Class G airspace. Being “uncontrolled” 
does not mean that pilots have total freedom to operate as they please in or 
around these airports. The FAA visibility and cloud separation minimums still 
apply to VFR aircraft, as do radio communication responsibilities and the 
traffic pattern procedures. 
 
P192-108 
The Army will manage these areas with the FAA in accordance with 
established rules. There would not be a significant increase in the number of 
flights to warrant a Military Executive Agent. 
 
P192-109 
As stated in Section 3.4.2, in the Aviation Safety subsection, all military aircraft 
fly in accordance with Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 91, Subchapter 
F (Air Traffic and General Operating Rules) which govern such things as 
operating near other aircraft, right-of-way rules, aircraft speed, and minimum 
safe altitudes when flying outside special use airspace. Army Regulation 95-1 
(Aviation Flight Regulations) covers army aircraft operations, crew 
requirements, and flight rules. The Public Affairs Office at SBMR can accept 
an initial complaint and is the point of contact throughout the process.  
Persons with reports of noise or aircraft flying too low should contact the 
Public Affairs Office  at (808) 655-1079 as soon as possible. Receiving reports 
within 15 days after the incident is important to ensure FAA flight data is 
available to support the investigation. Reports received after that time will still 
be investigated, but identification of the specific activity involved may be 
difficult to determine. 

P192-106 
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P192-110 
When the Wheeler AAF control tower is closed, the Class D airspace above 
the airfield reverts to Class C or G airspace. However, being “uncontrolled” 
does not mean that pilots have total freedom to operate as they please in or 
around these airports. The FAA visibility and cloud separation minimums still 
apply to VFR aircraft, as do radio communication responsibilities and the 
traffic pattern procedures. 
 
P192-111 
Change to a MTR implies a change in either its course or altitude.  As stated in 
Section 3.4.2 (Military Training Routes and Number of Aircraft), there are no 
formal, published MTRs on O‘ahu. 
 
P192-112 
The Aviation Safety issue is adequately addressed in Section 5.4.2 given the 
elaborate airspace management procedures in place, and the Army’s excellent 
safety record on O‘ahu.  Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the 
Hawai‘i Department of Transportation, Airports Division have been 
consulted, and their review comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. 
The FAA has well-defined procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as 
UAVs. As stated in Section 5.4.2 in the Aviation Safety subsection, a certificate 
of authorization would be required at least 60 days prior to the proposed 
commencement of UAV operations. NEPA does not require EISs to analyze 
remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk that an action “might 
have” an environmental effect, especially when that effect would be caused by 
an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation 
safety record. The precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined 
at this time.  They will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the 
FAA when it applies for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. 
 
P192-113 
The FAA has well-defined procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as 
UAVs. As stated in Section 5.4.2 in the Aviation Safety subsection, a certificate 
of authorization would be required at least 60 days prior to the proposed 
commencement of UAV operations. Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility 
and the Hawai‘i Department of Transportation, Airports Division have been 
consulted, and their review comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. 
The FAA has well-defined procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as 
UAVs. As stated in Section 5.4.2 in the Aviation Safety subsection, a certificate  

P192-110 
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of authorization would be required at least 60 days prior to the proposed 
commencement of UAV operations. NEPA does not require EISs to analyze 
remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk that an action “might 
have” an environmental effect, especially when that effect would be caused by 
an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation 
safety record. The precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined 
at this time.  They will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the 
FAA when it applies for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. 
 
P192-114 
UAVs are addressed in the Aviation Safety subsection. Since there are no 
existing or planned MTRs, it would not be appropriate to address UAVs or C-
17s under this subheading. 
 
P192-115 
Text has been changed to include C-17s. The conclusion of the airspace use 
analysis does not change with this addition. 
 
P192-116 
The DEIS addresses the extent to which air quality would be impacted by the 
Proposed Action.  Additional discussion of fugitive dust issues has been added 
to the Final EIS.  The Final EIS conclude that air quality impacts can be 
mitigated to avoid any significant impacts.  The Army has committed to 
mitigating dust from vehicle traffic on unpaved roads through a combination 
of dust control chemical applications and the use of washed gravel for 
surfacing military vehicle trails.  In addition, the Army would implement a 
Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that would include ambient 
air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 
concentrations would help guide the development and implementation of an 
adaptive management program to manage training area lands and modify 
training procedures as necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality 
standards.  As noted throughout the DEIS, there would be no meaningful 
increase in training flights under the Proposed Action. 
 
P192-117 
The DEIS addresses the extent to which air quality would be impacted by the 
Proposed Action.  Additional discussion of fugitive dust issues has been added 
to the Final EIS.  The Final EIS conclude that air quality impacts will be 
significant but will remain within the below the ambient PM10  standards. As  

P192-114 
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mitigation the Army will develop and implement a Dust and Soils 
Management and Monitoring Plan  (DuSMMoP) for the training area. The 
plan will address measures such as, but not limited to, restrictions on the 
timing or type of training during high risk conditions, vegetation monitoring, 
dust monitoring, soil monitoring, and buffer zones to minimize dust emissions 
in populated areas.  The plan will determine how training will occur in order to 
keep fugitive dust emissions below CAA standards for PM10 and soil erosion 
and compaction to a minimum.  The Army will monitor the impacts of 
training activities to ensure that emissions stay within the acceptable ranges as 
predicted and environmental problems do not result from excessive soil 
erosion or compaction.  The plan will also define contingency measures to 
mitigate the impacts of training activities which exceed the acceptable ranges 
for dust emissions or soil compaction. 
 
P192-118 
The discussion of fugitive dust issues has been expanded in the Final EIS to 
include results of dispersion modeling to estimate PM10 concentrations from 
vehicle activity on unpaved roads and in off-road maneuver areas.  As a 
mitigation measure, the Army has committed to mitigating dust from vehicle 
traffic on unpaved roads through a combination of dust control chemical 
applications and/or the use of washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle 
trails.  In addition, the Army would implement a Dust and Soils Management 
and Monitoring Plan that would include ambient air quality monitoring of 
PM10 conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would 
help guide the development and implementation of an adaptive management 
program to manage training area lands and modify training procedures as 
necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality standards. 
 
P192-119 
SBMR and SBER have very low average wind speeds.  Data from automated 
weather stations on both the main post and at SBER show that wind speeds 
rarely exceed the threshold velocity for wind erosion.  The mean hourly wind 
speed at SBMR is 4.3 mph, with the most frequent wind speed being 2 mph.  
The mean hourly wind speed at SBER is 4.7 mph, with the most frequent 
wind speed being 3 mph.  The highest wind speed recorded in 3 years of data 
at SBMR was 23 mph.  Wind speeds at SBMR equaled or exceeded the 
threshold for wind erosion for only 55 hours over a 3 year period.  The highest 
wind speed recorded in 2 years of data at SBER was 21 mph.  Wind speeds at 
SBER equaled or exceeded the threshold for wind erosion for only 41 hours 
over a 2 year period.  While direct dust generation from vehicle traffic is a 
concern at SBMR and SBER, wind erosion is not a significant issue. 
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P192-120 
Transformation would not introduce any more helicopters at WAAF.  One or 
two C-17 or C-130 aircraft (from Hickam AFB) would typically be used when 
troops deploy from SBMR to PTA for training purposes.  A few added fixed 
wing aircraft flights per year would not cause measurable air quality impacts to 
areas surrounding SBMR. 
 
P192-121 
Additional discussion of dust control chemicals has been added to Section 
5.5.2 of the Final EIS.  There are very few environmental hazards associated 
with the recommended dust control agents (calcium chloride and/or 
magnesium chloride solutions).  These chemicals are considered virtually 
nontoxic in normal use; their toxicity is comparable to that of table salt.  Dust 
control compounds would be applied directly to unpaved roadways and 
parking areas, and thus would have no effect on areas used by cattle or 
wildlife.  Normal use of these compounds does not pose any risks to fresh 
water ecosystems, groundwater supplies, or the ocean. 
 
P192-122 
Evaluations of emission rates from munitions use, such as the Mitchell and 
Suggs (1998) report cited in the DEIS, show only small quantities of emissions 
from ordnance firing and detonation.  The Army’s annual reporting of 
hazardous pollutants released by training activities indicate low cumulative air 
emissions of hazardous compounds, mostly associated with particulate matter.  
The Army Environmental Center has on-going programs to determine 
emission rates from munitions use during military training coupled with 
dispersion modeling studies to evaluate the potential for air quality impacts at 
locations near military training facilities.  Health risk assessments completed to 
date (US Army CHPPM 2000a,b,c and US Army CHPPM 2001a,b,c) show no 
significant health risks for either short term or long term exposure to 
emissions from weapons firing points for hypothetical residential locations 
within a few hundred meters (600 to 1,200 feet) of the firing points of major 
weapons.   Firing points at USARHAW installations are much further from 
off-post residential locations than the distances assumed in the health risk 
assessment studies. 
 
P192-123 
The Army has no plans to leave existing installations in Hawai‘i.  It would be 
premature and unproductive to develop closure and restoration plans at this 
time. 

P192-125 
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P192-124 
As is clearly stated in Chapter 2 of the DEIS (page 2-41and Table 2-5), there 
would be no change in helicopter numbers at WAAF and no change in the 
frequency or times of operation for helicopter flights as a result of the 
transformation process for the 2nd Brigade.  C-17 aircraft would be based at 
Hickam AFB, not WAAF.  And as stated on page 2-41 of the DEIS, the 2nd 
Brigade would deploy to PTA approximately twice a year, using one or two C-
17 or C-130 aircraft for each deployment.  Troops would board the aircraft 
either at Hickam AFB or at WAAF.  A few added C-17 or C-130 flights each 
year could not create any meaningful air quality impact.  As explained on page 
2-41 of the DEIS, there  would be approximately 600 sorties per year by 
UAVs, distributed among several USARHAW installations.  Most UAV 
launches and recoveries would occur inside existing restricted airspace areas 
over USARHAW ranges, not at WAAF, BAAF, or other airfields.  Given that 
the Shadow 200 UAV has a small (38 horsepower) gasoline engine, the added 
UAV flight operations would not have any significant air quality impact. 
 
P192-125 
The Army’s Wildfire Management Plan is discussed on pages 3-90 through 3-
92 of the DEIS.  Additional discussion of wildfire management issues for 
SBMR is presented in Section 5.12 (pages 5-209 through 5-211). 
 
P192-126 
As noted in Table 3.13 of the DEIS (page 3-95), the Wahiawa and Ewa census 
districts had a combined population of about 310,698 in 2000.  The addition 
of 810 new military households was estimated in the DEIS to create a net 
population increase of 1,312 adults and 1,053 children.  Assuming that the net 
increase in total household vehicle travel would be proportional to the net 
increase in population for the Ewa and Wahiawa census districts, the added 
military households would generate a 0.76 percent increase in vehicle traffic 
and emissions compared to existing conditions (including the SBMR-related 
travel already noted in the DEIS).  This is too small an increase to have any 
significant air quality impact.  The actual impact would almost certainly be less 
than this, since vehicle ownership is strongly correlated with household 
income and type of housing.   Vehicle ownership rates are lower among lower 
income households and among those living in rental housing or 
condominiums (US Department of Transportation, Bureau of Travel Statistics 
2003); both of these conditions would be prevalent among the added military 
households. 
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Letter 
P193 

 
 
 
 
P193-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P193-1 
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P194-1 

Letter 
P194 

 
 
 
 
 
P194-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P194-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P195-1 
The comment period was extended by 45 days, ending on January 3, 2003. 

Letter 
P195 

P195-1 

P194-2 
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P196-1 

Letter 
P196 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P196-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  The Department of Defense has taken 
every step to minimize impacts from the Proposed Action as described in the 
FEIS while meeting the stated Purpose and Need.  Chapter 4 summarizes the 
potential impact and mitigation measures. 
 
P196-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P196-2 
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Letter 
P197 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P197-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P197-1 
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P198-1 

Letter 
P198 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P198-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P199-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P199 

P199-1 
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Letter 
P200 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P200-1 
The comment period has been extended another 45-days to January 3, 2003. 
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Letter 
P201 

P201-1 
The comment period has been extended another 45-days to January 3, 2003. 
 
P201-2 
Please contact EPA for a list of hazardous waste sites in Hawai‘i and the 
progress made on cleanup. 
 
P201-3 
This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of Army and it 
is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the identification, 
investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This 
program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the 
state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  The 
Army is committed to cleanup existing sites in accordance with applicable laws 
and regulations when they are no longer needed.  It is too speculative at this 
time do estimate when any one site would no longer be needed. 
 
P201-4 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
 
 

P201-2 

P201-3 

P201-4 

P201-5 
conveniently lost the years go by and no one knows…  ...harmful has 
been cleaned up.  What has been cleaned up in the Wahiawa-Makua 
lands?  or anywhere in Hawai‘i?  

P201-6 
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P202-1 

Letter 
P202 

P201-5 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P201-6 
Please contact the US Army Corps of Engineers FUDS Program Manager for 
past clean up efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P202-1 
Although Department of Defense, Department of the Army, and 
Congressional representatives have issued statements that the 2d Brigade, 25th 
ID(L) will transform to a Stryker Brigade, these statements refer to 
programmatic level decisions necessary to continue the planning, funding and 
assessment processes for the proposed transformation efforts and set the 
conditions for implementing an action once a final decision has been made.  
The final decision on whether the 2d Brigade, 25th ID (L) will transform to an 
SBCT will be made by the appropriate local commander, subject to 
environmental assessment and other appropriate reviews and compliance with 
applicable federal law.     The Department of the Army issued a Programmatic 
EIS for Army Transformation in 2001, and issued its Record of Decision to 
implement Army Transformation on April 11, 2002. In that ROD, Lieutenant 
General David McKiernan confirmed a series of previously announced 
conversions of 6 brigades to interim brigade combat teams, "subject to 
appropriate evaluation of potential environmental effects in accordance with 
the National Environmental Policy Act" (ROD, page 11).The Department of 
the Army will make a decision whether or not to transform the 2d Brigade, 
25th ID(L) in Hawai‘i only after a full consideration  of all the environmental 
impacts identified and analyzed under NEPA, weighed equally with 
considerations of strategic importance, military training and readiness, 
technical considerations, economic and fiscal considerations, and other 
considerations mandated by law or policy. 
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P202-2 
A great deal of information on the subject of water quality is available to the 
public in widely published reports by public agencies.  The EIS provides some 
information about the existing groundwater conditions in the project region.  
For example, groundwater beneath SBMR has been impacted by TCE from 
past Army waste disposal practices.  As described in the EIS, the Army is 
addressing this groundwater contamination through long-term pumping and 
treatment.  MTBE is a constituent of gasoline formulations, and was 
introduced in gasoline to reduce air pollution.   Stryker vehicles operate on 
diesel, rather than gasoline.  Diesel fuel does not contain MTBE. 
 
P202-3 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 

P202-3 
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P203-1 

Letter 
P203 

 
 
 
 
P203-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P203-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P203-3 
The comment period has been extended another 45-days to January 3, 2003. 

P203-2 

P203-3 
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P204-1 

Letter 
P204 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P204-1 
If the Army were to vacate any lands in Hawai‘i it would be addressed by a 
centrally managed program that involves the identification, investigation, 
evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called 
the Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.   The Army is 
committed to cleaning existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and 
regulations. 
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Letter 
P205 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P205-1 
Chapter 4 – Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences and Overview 
describe all the impacts of the project on the resources mentioned. 
 
P205-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P205-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 

P205-2 

P205-3 
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P206-1 

Letter 
P206 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P206-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P206-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  Chapters 4.2, 5.2, 6.2, 7.2, and 8.2 - 
Land Use/Recreation discuss the impacts of the project on land use. 
 
P206-3 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  

P206-2 

P206-3 
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P207-1 

Letter 
P207 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P207-1 
The comment period was extended to 90 days and closed on January 3, 2004. 
 
P207-2 
The impacts to land use and recreation, including access, are discussed in 
sections 4.2, 5.2. 6.2, 7.2, and 8.2 in the EIS. 
 
P207-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P207-2 

P207-3 
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P208-1 

Letter 
P208 

P208-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P209-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed.  The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws regulations.  In addition, if the 
Army chooses to relinquish ownership of the land as a result of a Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will clean up unexploded 
ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all applicable laws and 
regulations, including but not limited to the implementation of the Formerly 
Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P209-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P209-3 
As discussed in Section 1.6 of the Final EIS, the ROD for the Programmatic 
EIS directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai‘i to 
transform to an SBCT.  The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors.  This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, an on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations.  This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland.  As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D).  

Letter 
P209 

P209-1 

P209-2 

P209-3 
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P210-1 

Letter 
P210 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P210-1 
We thank you for your comment. We have considered your comment and it 
has been added to the public record.  NEPA and other federal environmental 
regulations address issues of ecological integrity. The Army is abiding by all 
applicable laws and regulations.   In accordance with the NEPA Process, the 
Army has taken every step to minimize impacts of the proposed project as 
describe in the EIS while meeting the goals of training. Many mitigation 
measures have been incorporated into the project to reduce identified impacts 
where possible. The Executive Summary and Chapter 4 summarize the 
potential impacts and mitigation measures. 
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P211-1 

Letter 
P211 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P211-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P212-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P212 

P212-1 
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P213-1 

Letter 
P213 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P213-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P213-2 
There is no proposed use of sonar, radar, or the use of dolphins as part of this 
project.  There will be no disposal of waste in the ocean as part of this project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P214-1 
The public comment period was extended to 90 days and closed on January 3, 
2004.  

Letter 
P214 

P214-1 

P213-2 
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P215-1 

Letter 
P215 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P215-1 
Perchlorate was included in the analytical suite for the soil samples collected 
from the ranges at PTA and SBMR.  Perchlorate was not detected.  The results 
of the soil investigation are presented in Appendix M-1. 
 
 
 
P215-2 
Transformation of the 2nd Brigade would not result in significant dust 
generating activities in the Waianae area.  Dust generated at SBMR would be 
controlled through a combination of dust control chemical applications and/
or the potential use of washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle trails.  In 
addition, the Army would implement a Dust and Soils Management and 
Monitoring Plan that would include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 
conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would help 
guide the development and implementation of an adaptive management 
program to manage training area lands and modify training procedures as 
necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality standards. 
 
P215-3 
As discussed in Section 4.12 and 4.14, the Army has determined that the 
Proposed Action will not have a significant impact on human health and safety 
hazards or on public utilities and services. In addition, it is not standard 
practice for the Army to allocate funds to health services outside of the 
military services programs. 

P215-2 

P215-3 
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P215-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P215-4 
No studies are scheduled for the Waianae community as they are outside the 
ROI for Public Safety and Health Hazards evaluation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P215-5 
The Army would implement a Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring 
Plan that would include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  
The monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would help guide the 
development and implementation of an adaptive management program to 
manage training area lands and modify training procedures as necessary to 
ensure compliance with federal air quality standards.  The Army has no plans 
for any other air quality monitoring at training areas. 
 
P215-6 
The State of Hawai‘i does not have any air quality monitoring stations in the 
immediate Waianae vicinity.  The closest monitoring stations are in the 
Barber’s Point area at West Beach, Makaiwa, and Kapolei.   The Army has no 
plans to monitor in Waianae as part of this project. 

P215-5 

P215-6 
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P216-1 

Letter 
P216 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P216-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
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P217 
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P217-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P217-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P218-1 

Letter 
P218 

P218-1 
The comment period was extended to a total of 90 days ending January 3, 
2004. 
 
P218-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P218-3 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
P218-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P218-5 
The Army is receptive to receipt of any additional information as part of their 
ongoing management efforts. We thank you for your comment and 
participation in this public process.  Your comment has been considered and 
has been included as part of the administrative record for this process 

P218-2 

P218-3 

P218-4 

P218-5 
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Letter 
P219 

 
 
 
 
 
P219-1 
During the scoping meetings, the public facilities would not allow the meetings 
to extend beyond 10:00pm.  This time restriction required that members of the 
public keep their oral comments short. After many public comments about the 
length of the meetings, and in an attempt to allow for full participation of all 
people present, the Army decided to hold the Draft EIS public meetings at 
private facilities where the facility was open as long as the Army needed.  The 
majority of the Draft EIS public meetings did not conclude until after 
12:00am.At the first two meetings Honolulu Police Department arrested a 
total of seven people for trespass when they attempted to enter the facilities 
with signs. All individuals were advised that they were welcome to enter the 
facilities without the signs.  It was not the intent of the Army to restrict the 
public through the format and location of the public meetings.  We corrected 
the situation by working with the other facility locations to allow signs in the 
meeting rooms and provide tables for members of the public to display signs 
and information.  In addition, we worked with the facilities and the City and 
County of Honolulu's prosecutor and all charges were dropped against 
individuals involved in the situation. All of the individuals who were arrested 
had the opportunity to participate in subsequent meetings and most of them 
attended and provided public comment. 

 
 
 
 
P220-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P220 

P220-1 
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P221-1 

Letter 
P221 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P221-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P221-2 
Kaho‘olawe is a Navy project and clean up is underway.  Please contact the 
Navy for additional information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P222-1 
The proposed project will not use Makua Valley for off road maneuver 
training in their vehicles.  Please see Chapter 2, Project Description, in the EIS 
for a full description of training locations. 

Letter 
P222 

P222-1 

P221-2 
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Letter 
P223 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P223-1 
These concerns have been noted.  However, available data and analyses 
indicate that PM10 is the only air pollutant with the potential for creating 
violations of state or federal ambient air quality standards at PTA.  The 
potential for air quality problems associated with fugitive dust at PTA can be 
mitigated in a manner that avoids violations of air quality standards.  The 
Army would implement an Off-Road Maneuver Dust and Soil Management 
and Monitoring Plan that would include ambient air quality monitoring of 
PM10 conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would 
help guide the development and implementation of an adaptive management 
program to manage training area lands and modify training procedures as 
necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality standards. 
 
 
P224-1 
The comment period was extended to 90 days and ended on January 3, 2003. 

Letter 
P224 

P224-1 
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P225-1 

Letter 
P225 

 
 
 
 
P225-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P225-2 
Chapter 4 – Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences and Overview 
describe all the impacts of the project on the resources mentioned including 
possible pollution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P226-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P226 

P226-1 

P225-2 
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P227 

 
P227-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P227-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
 
 
P228-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P228-2 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawai‘i that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawai‘i. 

Letter 
P228 

P228-1 

P227-2 

P228-2 
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P229-1 

Letter 
P229 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P229-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P230-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P230 

P230-1 
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P231-1 

Letter 
P231 

 
 
 
 
 
P231-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P231-2 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 

P231-2 
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P232-1 

Letter 
P232 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P232-1 
Thank you for your comment.  The impacts of this project on cultural 
resources at Pōhakaloa are included in Section 8.11. 
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P233-1 

Letter 
P233 

P233-1 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
P233-2 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.)  We share and understand your concern on this 
issue.  Our soldiers and their families live and work on our installations.  This 
issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of Army and it is 
addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the identification, 
investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This 
program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the 
state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is  

P233-2 

P233-3 

P233-4 
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not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific 
site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The Army is committed to 
cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable laws regulations.  In 
addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of the land as a result of 
a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will clean up unexploded 
ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all applicable laws and 
regulations, including but not limited to the implementation of the Formerly 
Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
P233-3 
Although the Department of Defense, Department of the Army, and 
Congressional representatives have issued statements that the 2nd Brigade, 
25th ID(L) will transform to a Stryker Brigade, these statements refer to 
programmatic  level decisions necessary to continue the planning, funding and 
assessment processes for the proposed transformation efforts and set the 
conditions for implementing an action once a final decision has been made.   
The final decision on whether the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) will transform to  
an SBCT will be made by the appropriate local commander, subject to 
environmental assessment and other appropriate reviews and compliance with 
applicable federal law. 
 
P233-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P234-1 

Letter 
P234 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P234-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawai‘i was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawai‘i 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore, approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
P234-2 
All projects associated with the proposed transformation are included in Table 
2-4. 
 
P234-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  Chapter 4 of the EIS discusses the 
environmental impacts associated with the proposed action. 
 
P234-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 

P234-2 

P234-3 

P234-4 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-640 

P235-1 

Letter 
P235 

 
 
 
 
P235-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P235-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
 
P236-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P236 

P236-1 

P235-2 
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Letter 
P237 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P237-1 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
Hawai‘i was adopted as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was 
granted admission into the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the 
people of Hawai‘i petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by 
vote in the election held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial 
Legislature of Hawai‘i entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional 
convention, the adoption of a State constitution, and the forwarding of the 
same to the Congress of the United States, and appropriating money 
therefore", approved May 20, 1949 (Act 334, Session Laws of Hawai‘i, 
1949).  We understand that some individuals do not agree with or support the 
formal annexation of Hawai‘i in 1898.  However, issues of statehood and 
Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of the scope of the NEPA process. 
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Letter 
P238 
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P238-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P238-1 
We thank you for your comment.  Changing the name of federal lands requires 
congressional approval and is outside the scope of this NEPA process. 
 
P238-2 
The Army is committed to and will continue to work with Native Hawaiians 
on access to military lands for traditional practices.  For information on how 
to coordinate access on public lands, please contact the 25th  ID(L) Public 
Affairs Office. 

P238-2 
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P239-1 

Letter 
P239 

 
 
 
 
 
P239-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
P240-1 
The comment period was extended to 90 days ending January 3, 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P241-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P241 

Letter 
P240 

P240-1 

P241-1 
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P242-1 

Letter 
P242 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P242-1 
The comment period was extended to 90 days, ending January 3, 2004. 
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P243-1 

Letter 
P243 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P243-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
P243-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P243-2 
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P244-1 

Letter 
P244 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P244-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P244-2 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue to carry 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S.  

P244-2 
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P245-1 

Letter 
P245 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P245-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P246-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P246-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P246 

P246-1 

P246-2 
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P247-1 

Letter 
P247 

 
 
 
 
P247-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
 
 
 
 
P248-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P248-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P248 

P248-1 

P248-2 
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P249-1 

Letter 
P249 

P249-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
P250-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P250-2 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue to carry 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
P250-3 
Hawai‘i contains “over 30% of  the 1,104 species federally listed as threatened 
or endangered.” (Atlas of Hawai‘i, 1998) 
 
P250-4 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of  

Letter 
P250 

P250-1 

P250-2 
P250-3 

P250-4 
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P251-1 

Letter 
P251 

Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
 
P251-1 
The Transformation of the 2nd Brigade 25th Infantry Division (L) to a Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team will require substation construction projects with the 
potential for significant impacts which require the preparation of an EIS under 
the National Environmental Policy Act. 
 
P251-2 
The mitigation table in the Executive Summary and Chapter 4 outline specific 
actions the Army could take to address these concerns.  Additional 
information can be found in Section 5.10, 6.10, 7.10. And 8.10. 
 
P251-3 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable  

P251-2 

P251-3 

P251-4 

P251-5 
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Letter 
P252 

laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
P251-4 
As summarized in Section 4.2, the Army proposes to continue to work with 
the public on public access as safety and mission allows.  As summarized in 
Section 4.10, the Army continues to implement measures to stabilize sensitive 
species habitat and will incorporate requirements from the Biological Opinions 
issued by USFWS.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the Army will clear UXO 
prior to construction activities and will manage training lands in compliance 
with regulatory requirements, clearing UXO after training events as 
appropriate. 
 
P251-5 
SBCT training requirements are not dependent on the use of the Makua 
Military Reservation (MMR).  While MMR is an integral part of USARHAW 
training capabilities and historically used by other services, SBCT units could 
perform dismounted CALFEX training at other ranges.  This is discussed in 
Chapter 1. SBCT may use MMR if the range were available only after 
completion of the Makua EIS and ROD.  The Makua EIS will analyze the 
potential environmental impacts associated with dismounted CALFEXs for 
both Current Force and SBCT; therefore, this SBCT EIS does not analyze 
training impacts of SBCT at MMR. 
 
 
P252-1 
During the scoping meetings, the public facilities would not allow the meetings 
to extend beyond 10:00pm.  This time restriction required that members of the 
public keep their oral comments short. After many public comments about the 
length of the meetings, and in an attempt to allow for full participation of all 
people present, the Army decided to hold the Draft EIS public meetings at 
private facilities where the facility was open as long as the Army needed.  The 
majority of the Draft EIS public meetings did not conclude until after 
12:00am.  
At the first two meetings Honolulu Police Department arrested a total of 
seven people for trespass when they attempted to enter the facilities with signs.  

P252-2 

P252-3 
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All individuals were advised that they were welcome to enter the facilities 
without the signs.  
It was not the intent of the Army to restrict the public through the format and 
location of the public meetings.  We corrected the situation by working with 
the other facility locations to allow signs in the meeting rooms and provide 
tables for members of the public to display signs and information.  In addition, 
we worked with the facilities and the City and County of Honolulu’s  
prosecutor and all charges were dropped against individuals involved in the 
situation. All of the individuals who were arrested had the opportunity to 
participate in subsequent meetings and most of them attended and provided 
public comment. 
 
P252-2 
Chapter 4.8 summarizes the impact of the Proposed Action at PTA and 
surrounding areas. 
 
P252-3 
Please see Section 8.11 for a discussion of the impacts of the Proposed action 
on cultural resources at PTA.  Kaho‘olawe is a Navy project.  For more 
information please contact the US Navy and the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve 
Commission.  
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P253-1 

Letter 
P253 

P253-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P253-2 
Hunting access is based on mission activities at PTA. 
 
P253-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 
P253-4 
Pu’u Papapa will not be used for maneuver training.  It is off limits to off road 
maneuver use. After it has acquired WPAA, the Army plans to construct about 
28 miles of gravel training roads, the location of which are  as yet 
undetermined. The Army would comply with all applicable environmental 
statutes, including but not limited to NEPA, the ESA, and the NHPA, in 
determining the location and potential impacts of these roads before 
construction, The Army would also consult with adjacent property owners and 
other interested parties on the location of the proposed training roads in order 
to address and resolve potential air quality and dust concerns. 
 
P253-5 
Public access policies and procedures are developed as part of a five-year 
review and evaluation period to determine continuity of policy.  The EIS has 
been revised to note this. 
 
P253-6 
Any public access to Army installation lands would be mission dependent.  
Please contact the PTA PAO for information on public access to that 
installation. 
 
P253-7 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process 
 

P253-2 

P253-3 

P253-4 

P253-5 

P253-6 

P253-7 

P253-8 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-656 

P253-9 

P253-8 
The WPAA is used primarily for grazing, and the Army may continue to make 
it available for such purposes pending training schedules and negotiations with 
local ranchers.   
 
P253-9 
The Army and the Department of Land and Natural Resources will work 
together to develop better hunting access if the proposed action is 
implemented. 
 
P253-10 
As stated in Section 3.4.2, Aviation Safety subsection, all aircraft would follow 
local flying rules issued by the installation commander. Noise abatement, fly-
neighborly policies, or other safety considerations factor into these rules. 
 
P253-11 
This section addresses instrument approach procedures for those situations 
where IFR would apply. 
 
P253-12 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process.  Mitigation measures that have been 
proposed can be found in the Executive Summary, Chapter 4, and the various 
sections of Chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8. 
 
P253-13 
The Saddle Road Realignment project is discussed in Chapter 9 - Cumulative 
Impacts.  The Bradshaw Army Airfield expansion is part of the Proposed 
Action and is included in Chapter 8 - Pōhakuloa Training Area. 
 
P253-14 
The increased demand on the PTA water supply would be approximately 
8,500 gallons per day, which is well within the range of water currently 
supplied by trucking in from Waimea.  The Army has in the past considered 
drilling a well to supply water for activities at PTA, however the cost of such a 
well was found to be prohibitive. 
 

P253-10 

P253-11 

P253-12 

P253-13 

P253-14 

P253-15 

P253-16 
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P-657 

P254-1 

Letter 
P254 

P253-15 
As discussed in Appendix H1, noise by itself rarely has much effect on 
terrestrial wildlife.  Terrestrial wildlife are much more sensitive to visible 
activity than to noise.  Unless specific noises become associated with direct 
harassment or harm, most terrestrial wildlife ignore common noise sources. 
 
P253-16 
The Army has conducted several studies to determine how training activity 
noise affects endangered species.  One of those studies involved the 
endangered O‘ahu ‘Elapaio at Schofield Barracks.  The study (VanderWerf et. 
al. 2001), conducted with review by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, found no 
impact on the behavior or breeding success of birds which nested in close 
proximity to artillery firing points at SBMR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P254-1 
The comment period was extended to 90 days ending January 3, 2004. 
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P255-1 

Letter 
P255 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P255-1 
The proposed lands to be acquired are not part of a World Heritage Site.  The 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park is listed as a World Heritage Site. The EIS 
evaluated the impacts of this land acquisition. 
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P256-1 

Letter 
P256 

 
P256-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P256-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
 
 
P257-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P257-2 
The outcome of section 7 consultation between the Army and USFWS has 
resulted in numerous management activities to mitigate any impact to sensitive 
biological species and habitat. These measures are identified in the individual 
chapters 5.10,6.10,7.10 and 8.10. Meetings between TNC-HI and the Army 
have resolved outstanding issues in Honouliuli preserve. 

Letter 
P257 

P257-1 

P256-2 

P257-2 
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P258-1 

Letter 
P258 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P258-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P259-1 

Letter 
P259 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P259-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P-662 

P260-1 

Letter 
P260 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P260-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P261-1 

Letter 
P261 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P261-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P262-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 

Letter 
P262 

P262-1 
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P263-1 

Letter 
P263 

P263-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
P264-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P264-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
P264-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P264-4 
The DEIS does not recommend the sole use of simple water sprays for dust 
control on unpaved roads.  Use of synthetic dust control compounds such as 
calcium chloride solutions are recommended because they are more effective 
and because they greatly reduce the use of available water supplies. 

Letter 
P264 

P264-1 

P264-2 

P264-3 

P264-4 

P264-5 
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P265-1 

Letter 
P265 

P264-5 
UXO is explained in section 3.12.3. The mitigation to human health and safety 
are described in sections 4.12, 5.12, and 8.12. As a mitigation measure for 
safety, prior to initiation of any construction activities, USARHAW will 
employ qualified professionals to perform UXO clearance of the proposed 
construction area, remove all UXO encountered to ensure the safety of the 
site, and document UXO surveys and removal actions in full accordance with 
applicable laws, regulations, and guidance.  In addition, if the Army chooses to 
relinquish ownership of the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC), the Army will clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in 
accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited 
to the implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDs) program. 
 
 
P265-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P265-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 

P265-2 

P265-3 
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P266-1 

Letter 
P266 

P265-3 
Please see sections 8.8, 8.9, and 8.10 for a discussion if the impacts of the 
project on water and soils, and for a discussion of wildfires. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P266-1 
The locations of ‘elepaio habitat was provided by and reviewed by the US 
Army biologists working on the installations and biologists for the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service.  In October 2003, the US Fish and Wildlife Service issued 
a biological opinion of “no jeopardy” for the proposed action on the islands of 
O‘ahu. The results of this biological opinion have been included in the Final 
EIS by reference.  The biological opinion is available upon request. 
 
P266-2 
Full descriptions of the antennas are given in Appendix D.  Impacts to 
migratory birds are discussed fully in chapter 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, 8.10. 

P266-2 
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P266-3 

 
 
P266-3 
The Integrated Wildland Fire Management Plan for O‘ahu and Pōhakuloa 
Training Areas was updated on October 2003 incorporating lessons learned in 
the Makua fire.  As discussed in the Executive Summary as proposed 
mitigation, the Army will fully implement this plan for all existing and new 
training areas to reduce the impacts associated with wildland fires.  The plan is 
available upon request. 
 
P266-4 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
P266-5 
Text was changed to incorporate this request. Mr. Vander Werf was notified  
on  7/14/03 that the correct information was not received in time to 
incorporate into the DEIS. 
 
P266-6 
This figure shows an overview of critical habitat. Acreage that overlaps the 
ROI is noted in the lower left corner.  Effects on Palila critical habitat are 
discussed in section 8.10.  
 
P266-7 
Text revised to read, “The estimated 535 acres (219 hectares) of cultivated 
pineapple land is approximately 0.67 percent of the total USDA designated 
agricultural land on O‘ahu and 2.8 percent of the total area in pineapple 
production in the state (Statistics of Hawai‘i Agriculture 2004). Similar text on 
page 5-31 (last paragraph) also revised. Similar text on page 5-33, under the 
Reduced Land Acquisition Alternative revised to read, “ The estimated 98 
acres of cultivated pineapple land is 0.1 percent of the total USDA designated 
agricultural land on O‘ahu and is 0.5 percent of the total area in pineapple 
production in the State (Statistics of Hawai‘i Agriculture 2004). Similar text on 
page 4-9 (last paragraph) also revised. 
 
P266-8 
The Wildland Fire Management Plan is finalized for the Islands of O‘ahu and 
Hawai‘i and are available upon request.  The information in these plans has 
been incorporated into the EIS where appropriate. 

P266-2 
cont’d 

P266-4 

P266-5 

P266-6 

P266-7 

P266-8 
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P266-9 
The text has been changed to incorporate this response 
 
P266-10 
The text has been changed to incorporate this response 
 
P266-11 
Full descriptions of the antennas are given in Appendix D.  Impacts to 
migratory birds are discussed fully in chapter 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, 8.10 
 
P266-12 
In response to comments received early in the EIS process, USARHAW 
reoriented QTR2 such that the SDZ would no longer impact any lands with 
the Honouliuili Preserve.  Army will grant TNC personnel and TNC-
sponsored personnel daily, controlled access to the TNC-managed lands along 
a route to be determined by the Army in consultation with TNC for as long as 
they have legal right to use of the affected property for conservation/
stewardship purposes.  Access controls will be developed and implemented to 
ensure the safety of all personnel and will consist of notification by TNC to 
the Army prior to entering Army lands and notification by the Army to TNC 
of any unusual activities that may present, or appear to present a danger to 
TNC personnel in the area.  The boundary will be signed to prevent 
unauthorized use/trespass. 
 
P266-13 
This figure has been corrected. 
 
P266-14 
The final Biological Opinion has been issued and the ROI was jointly set by 
the Army and the USFWS and have been included in the FEIS.  The impacts 
of the proposed project in relation to the ROI at SBMR are discussed in 
Section 510. 
 
P266-15 
While the maximum range of the weapons my indeed exceed the impact area 
reduced loads are used to insure the rounds stay within the range. In addition 
the surface danger zones for ranges is determined such that the chance of 
anyone round traveling out of the range is one in one million.  The Army has 
evaluated the risks and has determined that the impacts from stray rounds is 
less than significant. 

P266-8 
cont’d 

P266-9 

P266-10 

P266-11 
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P266-16 
Text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
P266-17 
The text has been changed to incorporate this request. 
 
P266-18 
The FEIS has been updated to reflect the Biological Opinions issued by 
USFWS.   
 
P266-19 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
P266-20 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
P266-21 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
P266-22 
The figure shows only the critical habitat that overlaps the ROI. 
 
P266-23 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. A full description of the 
antennas is located in Appendix D, however, in general they are no taller than 
10 feet and will be mounted on already existing structures where available. 
 
P266-24 
Appendix I-1 has been updated. 
 
 

P266-16 
cont’d 

P266-17 

P266-18 

P266-19 

P266-20 

P266-21 

P266-22 

P266-23 
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P267-1 

Letter 
P267 

 
 
 
 
 
P267-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P268-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. We understand that the proposed 
impact will have an effect on the entire State of Hawai‘i.  These impacts have 
been addressed in the document, specifically in the socio-economic sections.  
However, the individual SBCT actions are proposed on the islands of O‘ahu 
and Hawai‘i.  Because the direct effects of the actions would occur only on 
these islands, the Army determined that public meetings at these locations 
would be the most appropriate.  Any impacts to the island of Maui would be 
indirect and less than significant.  In addition, the residents of Maui would be 
able to submit written comments on the document.  Written comments carry 
equal weight to verbal comments submitted during the public comment 
period. 

Letter 
P268 

P268-1 
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P269-1 

Letter 
P269 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P269-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P269-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 

P269-2 
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P270-1 

Letter 
P270 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P270-1 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
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P270-2 
This EIS is addressing the specific action of Transforming the 2nd Brigade, 
25th Infantry Division (L) to a Stryker Brigade Combat Team.  The impacts of 
all past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects, not just the 
Army's, in the ROI is discussed in Chapter 9 - Cumulative Impacts. 
 
P270-3 
We thank you for your suggestions. Many of these measures are currently 
considered as best management practices for all Army projects and some were 
considered as mitigation measures for this project.  The more region wide 
suggestions are outside the scope of this project. 
 
P270-4 
Mitigation measures likely to occur are outlined in the Executive 
Summary.  These proposed mitigation measures were included for public 
comment. The Army reviewed the measures based on public comments and 
the benefits of each measure to reduce impacts.  The Army has listed those 
mitigation measures that are high priority and those that are unlikely to occur 
because of limited resource, unfeasible or there are similar measures already in 
place.  The ROD will indicate which mitigation measures will  be 
implemented.  
 
P270-5 
An evaluation of the scope proposed by the commenter is outside the scope of 
this project. 

P270-2 

P270-3 

P270-4 

P270-5 
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P271-1 

Letter 
P271 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P271-1 
No depleted uranium has been used or is currently being used on the island.  
No depleted uranium is planned to be used in the future. 
 
P271-2 
If the Army approves this project, the Army will mitigate the adverse 
environmental impacts of the proposed action to the extent practicable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P271-3 
Ordnance removal on lands that are no longer under military ownership is not 
part of this proposed action but is handled through the Formerly Used 
Defense Program (FUDs).  For information on FUDs projects and clean up 
status on the island of Hawai‘i, you may contact Mr. Chuck Streck, the FUDs 
manager at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, (808) 438-6934. 

P271-2 

P271-3 
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P272-1 

Letter 
P272 

 
 
 
 
P272-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
P273-1 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.)  The EIS evaluates all the impacts of the 
Proposed Action on the resources of Hawai‘i. 
 
P273-2 
Groundwater is discussed in Sections 4.8, 5.8, 6.8, 7.8 and 8.8 of the EIS. 
 
P273-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 

Letter 
P273 

P273-1 

P273-2 

P273-3 
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P274-1 

Letter 
P274 

P274-1 
The impact of training including maneuver training with the Stryker vehicle for 
Kahuku is evaluated in Chapter 7. 
 
P274-2 
While the issue of finite water resources and the need to protect the existing 
resources is a central issue for citizens of Hawai‘i, the Transformation project 
is not expected to significantly increase demand for water on O‘ahu, and will 
reduce some existing impacts through construction of modern facilities with 
lower potential for pollution, and more efficient use of water resources. 
 
P274-3 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  As summarized in Section 4.12, the 
Army proposes mitigation measures to include UXO clearance activities prior 
to construction and during training activities to reduce the overall UXO 
accumulation and potential risk to human health and safety through the life of 
the project.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the Department of 
Army and it is addressed by a centrally managed program that involves the 
identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if needed, remediation of 
potential sites.  This program, called the Installation Restoration Program, is 
coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure compliance with all laws 
and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to estimate cost or time required 
related to a specific site until the evaluation phase has been completed.  The 
Army is committed to cleaning up existing sites in accordance with applicable 
laws regulations.  In addition, if the Army chooses to relinquish ownership of 
the land as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the Army will 
clean up unexploded ordnance left on the lands in accordance with all 
applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to the 
implementation of the Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) program. 
 
P274-4 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This  

P274-2 

P274-3 

P274-4 
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decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
 
P275-1 
Thank you for your comment. As discussed in Section 4.10, the Army 
considered impacts to state sensitive species and local, regional and state plans, 
policies and regulations in the evaluation of potential impacts to biological 
resources.  As shown in Table ES- 21, the Army would implement several 
mitigation measures to assist in the protection of sensitive species such as 
those listed under state law as well as those species listed under the federal 
ESA. 
 
P275-2 
Army Transformation is a federal project, not a state project, and is therefore 
not required to comply with state law regarding environmental impact studies.  
However the Army attempts to comply with local zoning laws whenever 
feasible.  Conflicts with local land uses are discussed in Sections 4.2, 5.2, 6.2, 
7.2, and 8.2. 
 
P275-3 
The Endangered Species Management Plan Report was used in the writing of 
the biological resources sections as noted in chapters 5.10, 6.10, 7.10,and 8.10. 
Additionally, USFWS has released directives to the Army in the form of 
Biological Opinions for Army Installations on O‘ahu and Hawai‘i that describe 
efforts that must be taken to ensure stewardship of the sensitive species on 
Army controlled land. These measures include additional research and surveys 
though few surveys are conducted in Impact Areas because of the danger  to 
the researchers of unexploded ordinance. 
 
P275-4 
The realignment and improvement of Bradshaw Army Airfield and the 
construction of the military trail from PTA to Kawaihae are part of this project 

P275-2 

P275-3 

P275-4 
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and will be constructed whether or not the SBCT project goes forward.  These 
projects are discussed in Chapter 9 – Cumulative Impacts as appropriate. 
 
P275-5 
The 23,000 acres will be divided up into training areas for scheduling purposes 
only.  The training to be done on any one training area will not be substantially 
different than any other.  The internal training roads cannot be determined 
until training commences.  A separate NEPA document will be completed at 
that time. Section  8.10 describes the endangered species along with maps 
showing their location for WPAA and PTA.  Thank you for your comment. 
As discussed in Section 4.10, the Army considered impacts to state sensitive 
species and local, regional and state plans, policies and regulations in the 
evaluation of potential impacts to biological resources.  As shown in Table ES- 
21 the Army would implement several mitigation measures to assist in the 
protection of sensitive species such as those listed under state law as well as 
those species listed under the federal ESA. 
 
P275-6 
Many surveys were conducted as part of the cultural investigation.  The results 
are described in Sections 5.11, 6.11, 7.11, and 8.11 for each of the installations.  
Further surveys will be conducted as required by the PA if the project goes 
forward. The Final PA as signed by the Army, SHPO, ACHP and concurring 
parties is included in Appendix J of the Final EIS. 
 
P275-7 
he Endangered Species Management Plan Report was used in the writing of 
the biological resources sections as noted in chapters 5.10, 6.10, 7.10,and 8.10. 
Additionally, USFWS has released directives to the Army in the form of 
Biological Opinions for Army Installations on O‘ahu and Hawai‘i that describe 
efforts that must be taken to ensure stewardship of the sensitive species on 
Army controlled land. These measures include additional research and surveys 
though few surveys are conducted in Impact Areas because of the danger  to 
the researchers of unexploded ordinance.  The Saddle Road Realignment 
project is not an Army project but a State Project. 
 
P275-8 
Figures that include Palila critical habitat have been updated with information 
from USFWS. 

P275-4 
cont’d 
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P276-1 
The Army has not made the decision whether to purchase or lease lands at this 
time.  If the Army decides to go forward with this project the decision will 
depend on negotiations with individual land owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P277-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

Letter 
P277 

P277-1 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-680 

P278-1 

Letter 
P278 

 
 
 
 
 
P278-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P278-2 
Closing the pier at Kawaihae is not part of the proposed action. 
 
P278-3 
The impacts of mounted maneuver training and all other activities on air 
quality, endangered species and cultural resources are summarized in Sections 
4.5, 4.10, and 4.11 of the EIS. 
 
P278-4 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai‘i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.)  It is widely acknowledged that live fire training is 
critical to the readiness of soldiers.  However, some electronic training can 
take place.  The proposed action includes a Virtual Training Facility for just 
such training 
 
 

P278-2 
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P279-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P279-2 
Impacts as a result of Dust and Noise are summarized in Chapters 4.5 - Air 
Quality and 4.6 - Noise in the Final EIS. 
 
P279-3 
The effects of impacts to tourism on the economy and recreation are included 
in the impact evaluations for socioeconomics and recreation in Chapters 4.2, 
5.2, 6.2, 7.2, and 8.2 - Land Use/Recreation, Chapters 4.13, 5.13, 6.13, 7.13, 
and 8.13 - Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice, and in Chapter 9 - 
Cumulative Impacts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P280-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P280-2 
The impacts to tourism are in Chapters 4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10 - 
Biological Resources in the Final EIS. 

P280-1 

P280-2 

Letter 
P280 
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P281-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P281-2 
The impacts of hazardous materials are summarized in Chapters 4.8 - Water 
Quality, 4.9 - Geology, Soils, and Seismicity, and Chapter 4.12 - Human Health 
and Safety Hazards in the Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P282-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P281-1 

Letter 
P282 

P282-1 
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P283-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P283-2 
The impacts of hazardous wastes are summarized in Chapters 4.8 - Water 
Quality, 4.9 - Geology, Soils, and Seismicity, and Chapter 4.12 - Human Health 
and Safety Hazards in the Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P284-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P283-2 

P284-1 

Letter 
P284 
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P285-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P285-2 
The impacts to water quality are summarized in Chapter 4.8 - Water 
Resources. The impacts to the marine environment are summarized in Chapter 
4.10 - Biological Resources in the Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P286-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P285-2 

P286-1 

Letter 
P286 
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P287-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P288-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P288-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawaii was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawaii 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawaii 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawaii, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawaii in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 

P288-1 

Letter 
P288 
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P289-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P289-2 
A summary of impacts of the project including impacts on air quality, 
endangered species, the increased use of ammunition, and the acquisition of 
lands can be found in Chapter 4 - Environmental and Socioeconomic 
Consequences Overview of the Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P290-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P289-2 

P290-1 

Letter 
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P291-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P291-2 
A summary of impacts of the project including impacts on air quality, 
endangered species, the increased use of ammunition, and the acquisition of 
lands can be found in Chapter 4 - Environmental and Socioeconomic 
Consequences Overview of the Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P292-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P292-2 
A summary of impacts of the project including impacts on air, endangered 
species, the increased use of ammunition, and the acquisition of lands can be 
found in Chapter 4 - Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences 
Overview of the Final EIS. 

Letter 
P292 

P292-1 

P292-2 

P291-2 
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P293-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P293-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P294-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P294-1 
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P295-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
P295-2 
Chapter 8.10 - Biological Resources discusses the impacts of not only Federally 
listed species but other "sensitive species".  In response to public comments a 
reanalysis was done of impacts to biological resources and the Army has 
determined that the project would have a significant impact on sensitive 
species and sensitive habitat at PTA.  The acronyms ITAM and LCTA are 
included in the acronym list.   The impacts of the potential for the 
introduction of alien species is also included in this chapter and the impacts 
are considered significant but mitigable to less than significant.  The rotation 
of training was dropped as a potential mitigation measure. 
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P295-3 
As mitigation at all installations the Army proposes to fence or flag where 
practicable any sensitive plant community from activities that may take place in 
the ROI.  The Biological Opinion outlines fencing for the majority of the 
sensitive species.  USARHAW will evaluate if additional fencing may be 
necessary. 
 
P295-4 
The Army will implement all the terms and conditions defined in the 
Biological Opinion issued by the USFWS for current force and SBCT 
proposed actions at PTA including the construction of the PTA military trail.  
These measures will help avoid effects and compensate for impacts on listed 
species that would result directly and indirectly from implementation of the 
proposed action.  Since  the areas included under the BO includes significant 
populations of sensitive species and sensitive habitat they will benefit from it's 
implementation.  
 
P295-5 
All vehicles will be washed prior to deployment to the island of Hawaii from 
Oahu.  In addition all vehicles will be washed prior to leaving PTA.  The 
construction of an additional vehicle wash at Kawaihae Harbor is not feasible 
because no land is available, there is no water source and it was determined 
that washing prior to leaving PTA represent very little threat to transporting 
alien species since the vehicles will be traveling to Kawaihae Harbor by road 
and all weather trail. 
 
P295-6 
Yes this is the Hawaii Invasive Species Council.  This is included in the 
mitigation measures for all installations. 

P295-4 

P295-5 

P295-6 
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P296-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P297-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P297-2 
A summary of impacts of the project including the impacts of the Stryker 
vehicles can be found in Chapter 4 - Environmental and Socioeconomic 
Consequences Overview of the Final EIS. 

P297-1 
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P298-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P299-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P299-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

P299-1 

P299-2 

Letter  
P299 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-693 

P300-1 

Letter 
P300 

 
 
 
P300-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P300-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P301-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P300-2 

P301-1 

Letter 
P301 
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P302-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P302-2 
The impacts to air quality are summarized in Chapter 4.5 - Air Quality in the 
Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P303-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P302-2 

Letter 
P303 

P303-1 
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P304-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P305-1 
Impacts resulting from spills because of use of Drum Road are discussed on 
page 7-51 of the EIS.   
 
P305-2 
As acknowledged in the comment, the impacts of the upgrade of Drum Road 
are discussed in a separate document.  This EIS only evaluates the impacts of 
the future use and maintenance of the completed road.   
 
P305-3 
This discussion is regarding Drum Road.  The upgrade of Drum Road is a 
single and complete project and independent from SBCT in Hawai’i.  A 
separate NEPA document is being developed for the upgrade of Drum Road.  
These comments have been forwarded for consideration in the development 
of the Drum Road upgrade NEPA document. 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-697 

P305-3 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-698 

P306-1 

Letter 
P306 

 
 
 
 
P306-1 
The EIS identifies the lava tube resources described in this and following 
comments.  The EIS is not intended to be a thorough technical review of all 
resources.  Differences of opinion may exist concerning the value of the 
specific lava tubes or “pseudokarsts” in the context of the resource areas 
indicated in the comment.   
 
P306-2 
The text referenced in the comment is one of several “additional” measures to 
mitigate the impact of “Loss and degradation of sensitive species and habitat.”  
In addition, the primary mitigation for this impact is identified as Section 7 
consultation with USFWS.   Native root-dependent arthropods were 
specifically called out based on site-specific initial surveys conducted by an 
entomologist in lava tubes in October 2002, which resulted in an initial 
determination of which native or sensitive species are likely to occur.  Neither 
the comment nor the literature cited in the comment indicate which other 
species should be specified.  It should be noted that the focus of the EIS is on 
federally listed species and species of concern that are likely to be impacted by 
the project.  Not all species present are likely to be impacted by the project.  
 
P306-3 
This was not the intention of the referenced text.  It is meant to describe 
regional groundwater flow in a very general way, and is not specifically focused 
on lava tubes.  In the geology, soils and seismicity section of the final EIS 
(page 3-43), lava tubes are described as a conduit for surface water and 
groundwater, without reference to the water table.   
 
 

P306-2 

P306-3 

P306-4 
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P306-4 
The EIS identifies known pseudokarst features [“pseudokarst” in this 
environment generally is synonymous with “lava tube.”  Pseudokarst is a 
geologic feature that resembles karst but is not the result of solution 
processes.]  Both are discussed in terms of protection of biological and cultural 
values.  These features are not geologically unique, and are randomly 
distributed throughout the islands.   Due to restricted public access to PTA, 
these features do not have recreational value.  Their principal scientific value is  
in the biological and cultural resources that may be associated with them.  As 
described in the EIS, these features are surveyed and receive protection 
through avoidance.  The project is not expected to have significant impacts on 
lava tubes that are identified as having significant biological or cultural 
resource value.  In general, the project would not impact lava tubes.  Many lava 
tubes probably exist in PTA and at locations on Oahu that have not yet been 
identified, and may never be identified, since they may be overlain by 
subsequent lava flows or other deposits.  The Army will continue to make use 
of personnel resources with expertise in identifying and recognizing the 
resource values of lava tubes 
 
P306-5 
Requests for access to these sites for purposes of scientific study should be 
directed to the Army.  In general, the Army supports granting access for 
scientific study provided that safety consideration can be addressed.  The EIS 
already identifies the site as having potential cultural value.  If it is found to 
have paleontological value, then additional protection of these resources would 
be provided.   
 
P306-6 
Project impacts in the Kawailoa Training Area would be limited to those 
associated with use of Drum Road.   Therefore, no discussion of impacts in 
the larger area of Kawailoa Training Area is presented in the EIS.   
 
P306-7 
Comment noted.  The commenter should make arrangements with the Army 
to obtain access to perform scientific studies, and to request logistical support.    
 
 

P306-5 

P306-6 

P306-7 
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P-700 

P307-2 

P307-1 

Letter 
P307 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P307-1 
The Army continues to make changes to the Stryker vehicle to make it more 
reliable, effective, and safe. The Stryker will continue to evolve to make it as 
safe and reliable as possible as part of the Army Transformation process. 
 
P307-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawaii was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawaii 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawaii 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawaii, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawaii in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
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P308-1 

Letter 
P308 

 
 
 
 
 
P308-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P309-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P309-1 

Letter 
P309 
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P-702 

P310-1 

Letter 
P310 

 
 
 
 
 
P310-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P310-2 
A summary  of all the project impacts including those on water, plants, and 
people can be found in  Chapters 4.8 - Water Quality, 4.10 - Biological 
Resources and 4.11 - Human Health and Safety Hazards in the Final EIS. 
 
P310-3 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawaii was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawaii 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawaii 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawaii, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawaii in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
P310-4 
A summary of all the project impacts on endangered plants can be found in  
Chapter 4.10 - Biological Resources in the Final EIS. 
 
P310-5 
A summary of all the project impacts  can be found in  Chapter 4 - 
Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS 
 

P310-4 

P310-5 

P310-6 

P310-2 
P310-3 
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P-703 

P311-1 

Letter 
P311 

P310-6 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P311-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P311-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

P311-2 
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P-704 

P312-1 

Letter 
P312 

 
 
 
 
P312-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P312-2 
Waikane Valley was used by US Marine Corps.  Please contact the US Marine 
Corps for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P313-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P312-2 

P313-1 

Letter 
P313 
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P-705 

P314-1 

Letter 
P314 

 
 
 
 
 
P314-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P315-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P315-2 
Kaho'olawe is a Navy project.  Please contact the US Navy for information on 
that clean up effort.  Waikane Valley was used by US Marine Corps.  Please 
contact the US Marine Corps for information.  The resumption of live-fire 
training at Makua Military Reservation is being analyzed under a separate 
NEPA action.  Please contact the Army Public Affairs Office  at (808) 655-
1079 for information.  

P315-1 

Letter 
P315 

P315-2 
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P-706 

P316-1 

Letter 
P316 

 
 
P316-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P316-2 
Waikane Valley was used by US Marine Corps.  Please contact the US Marine 
Corps for information.  This issue has the highest level of attention at the 
Department of Army for it's lands and it is addressed by a centrally managed 
program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, and, if 
needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the Installation 
Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US EPA to insure 
compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, possible to 
estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the evaluation 
phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up existing 
sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P317-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P317-2 
A summary of all the project impacts  can be found in  Chapter 4 - 
Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS. 

P317-1 

Letter 
P317 

P316-1 

P317-2 
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P-707 

P318-1 

Letter 
P318 

 
P318-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P318-2 
Notification of publication of the draft EIS and the opening of the public 
comment period was announced as both legal and display advertisements in 
the Hawaii Tribune-Herald, West Hawaii Today, The Honolulu Advertiser, 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Midweek, and OEQC'’s The Environmental Notice. 
Publication dates were October 3, 5, and 8, 2003 as well as on the SBCT EIS 
website. 
 
P318-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P319-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P318-2 

P318-3 

P319-1 

Letter 
P319 
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P320-1 

Letter 
P320 

 
 
P320-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P320-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P321-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P321-1 

Letter 
P321 

P320-2 
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P-709 

P322-1 

Letter 
P322 

 
 
 
 
 
P322-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P323-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P323-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

P323-1 

Letter 
P323 

P323-2 
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P-710 

P324-1 

Letter 
P324 

 
 
 
 
 
P324-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P324-2 
The impacts to the marine environment are summarized in Chapter 4.10 - 
Biological Resources in the Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P325-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P325-1 

Letter 
P325 

P324-2 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-711 

P326-1 

Letter 
P326 

 
 
 
 
 
P326-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P327-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P327-1 

Letter 
P327 
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P-712 

P328-1 

Letter 
P328 

 
 
 
 
P328-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P329-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P329-2 
Chapter 4.13 - Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice summarizes the 
economic impacts of the project. 
 
P329-3 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawaii that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawaii. 

P329-1 

Letter 
P329 

P329-2 

P329-3 
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P-713 

P330-1 

Letter 
P330 

 
 
 
P330-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P330-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P331-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 

P331-1 

Letter 
P331 

P330-2 
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P-714 

P332-1 

Letter 
P332 

 
 
 
 
 
P332-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P333-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P333-1 

Letter 
P333 
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P-715 

P334-1 

Letter 
P334 

 
 
 
 
P334-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P335-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P335-1 

Letter 
P335 
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P-716 

P336-1 

Letter 
P336 

 
 
 
P336-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P337-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P337-1 

Letter 
P337 
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P-717 

P338-1 

Letter 
P338 

 
 
 
 
P338-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P338-2 
For more information on the Range Development Plan please contact US 
Army Hawaii, Range Control Office.  Section 2.3, under the paragraph heading 
Mounted Maneuver Training, discusses the need for the additional 23,000 acre 
WPAA parcel as necessary for mounted maneuver training. As discussed in 
section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS directed the 2nd 
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, Hawai’i to 
transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID(L) is 
charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 

P338-2 
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P-718 

P339-1 

Letter 
P339 

 
P339-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P339-2 
For more information on the Range Development Plan please contact US 
Army Hawaii, Range Control Office.  Section 2.3, under the paragraph heading 
Mounted Maneuver Training, discusses the need for the additional 23,000 acre 
WPAA parcel as necessary for mounted maneuver training. 
 
P339-3 
A summary of impacts of the project including impacts to air, endangered 
species, the increased use of ammunition, human health and safety, and the 
acquisition of lands can be found in Chapter 4 - Environmental and 
Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS. 
 
P339-4 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai’i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 

P339-2 

P339-3 

P339-4 
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P-719 

P340-5 

P340-4 

P340-3 

P340-2 

P340-1 

Letter 
P340 

 
P340-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P340-2 
A summary of impacts of the project can be found in Chapter 4 - 
Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS.   
In accordance with NEPA regulations, the Army is conducting this EIS in 
order to identify the direct, indirect and cumulative environmental effects of 
the proposed action on the ROI.  If the Army decides to implement the 
proposed action, the Army will mitigate all significant impacts in order to 
minimize the overall environmental impacts of the proposed action. 
 
P340-3 
The Army continues to make changes to the Stryker vehicle to make it more 
reliable, effective, and safe. The Stryker will continue to evolve to make it as 
safe and reliable as possible as part of the Army Transformation process. 
 
P340-4 
The Stryker vehicle is not intended for policing around Hawaii.  The local 
police departments will continue to handle all domestic policing requirements. 
 
P340-5 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
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P-720 

P341-1 

Letter 
P341 

 
 
 
 
P341-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P342-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P342-1 

Letter 
P342 
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P-721 

P343-1 

Letter 
P343 

 
 
 
 
 
P343-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P344-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. P344-1 

Letter 
P344 
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P-722 

P345-1 

Letter 
P345 

 
P345-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P345-2 
A summary of impacts of the project including impacts on land use, water 
quality, and human health and safety can be found in Chapter 4 - 
Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS 
 
P345-3 
Chapter 4.10 - Biological Resources summarizes the impacts of the project on 
the flora and fauna. 
 
P345-4 
A summary of all the impacts of the project including those communities and 
groups can in Chapter 4.13 - Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice. in 
the Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P346-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P346-1 

Letter 
P346 

P345-2 

P345-3 

P345-4 
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P-723 

P347-1 

Letter 
P347 

 
 
 
 
 
P347-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P347-2 
Waikane Valley was used by US Marine Corps.  Please contact the US Marine 
Corps for information.  The resumption of live-fire training at Makua Military 
Reservation is being analyzed under a separate NEPA action.  Please contact 
the Army Public Affairs Office  at (808) 655-1079 for information.  
 
P347-3 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

P347-2 

P347-3 
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P-724 

P348-1 

Letter 
P348 

P348-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P348-2 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai’i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P349-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P349-1 

Letter 
P349 

P348-2 
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P350-1 

Letter 
P350 

 
 
P350-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P350-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
P351-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P351-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

P350-2 

P351-1 

Letter 
P351 

P351-2 
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P-726 

P352-1 

Letter 
P352 

 
 
 
P352-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P352-2 
Chapter 8 in the final EIS describes the impacts of the project and Pohakuloa 
Training Area. 
 
P352-3 
As discussed in section 1.6 of the FEIS, the ROD for the Programmatic EIS 
directed the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) at Schofield Barracks, 
Hawai’i to transform to an SBCT. The Commanding General of the 25th ID
(L) is charged with deciding how best to achieve that directive and provide for 
military training, readiness, and facility requirements to meet SBCT 
transformation needs, while enabling the current forces to continue carrying 
out their missions and giving due consideration to environmental factors. This 
decision will be based on the results of this EIS, and on consideration of all 
relevant factors including mission, cost, technical factors, and environmental 
considerations. This EIS considers a reasonable range of alternatives including 
several alternatives that involve transforming and/or training on the U.S. 
mainland. As discussed in Section 2.6, the mainland alternatives were not 
analyzed in detail because they did not meet the purpose and need of the 
proposed action. (Complete details on the proposed action are presented in 
Chapter 2 and Appendix D.) 
 

P352-2 

P352-3 
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P-727 

P353-1 

Letter 
P353 

 
P353-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P353-2 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawaii was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawaii 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawaii 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawaii, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawaii in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 
 
 
 
 
 
P354-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P354-2 
Chapter 4.10 - Biological Resources summarizes the impacts of the project on 
the flora and fauna including marine resources.  Chapter 4.13 - Socioeconomic 
and Environmental Justice describes the impacts to the economy including the 
effects on tourism. 

P353-2 

P354-1 

Letter 
P354 

P354-2 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-728 

P355-1 

Letter 
P355 

 
 
 
P355-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P355-2 
Chapter 4.13 - Socioeconomic and Environmental Justice describes the 
impacts to  the economy including the effects on tourism. 
 
P355-3 
Chapter 4.10 - Biological Resources summarizes the impacts of the project on 
the flora and fauna including marine resources.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P355-2 
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P-729 

P356-2 
P356-3 

P356-1 

Letter 
P356 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P356-1 
Chapter 4.13 - Socioeconomic and Environmental Justice describes the 
impacts to  the economy including the effects on tourism. 
 
P356-2 
Chapter 8.3 - Visual Resources discuss the effects of the dust on the telescopes 
on Mauna Kea. 
 
P356-3 
Chapters 4.12, 5.12, 6.12, 7.12. 8.12, and 9.12 - Human Health and Safety 
Hazards discuss the impacts on human safety. 
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P-730 

P357-1 

Letter 
P357 

 
 
 
 
P357-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P358-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P358-1 

Letter 
P358 
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P-731 

P360-1 

P360-2 

P360-3 

P359-1 

Letter 
P359 

 
 
 
P359-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P359-2 
A summary of all the project impacts  can be found in  Chapter 4 - 
Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P360-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P360-2 
Chapter 4.10 - Biological Resources summarizes the impacts of the project on 
the natural resources. 
 
P360-3 
Chapters 4.5 - Air Quality, 4.8 - Water Resources, 4.9 - Geology, Soils and 
Seismicity, and 4.12 - Human Health and Safety Hazards describe the impacts 
of hazardous materials and mitigation measures to minimize these impacts. 

P359-2 

Letter 
P360 
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P-732 

P361-1 

Letter 
P361 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P361-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P-733 

P362-1 

Letter 
P362 

 
 
 
P362-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P362-2 
A summary of all the project impacts  can be found in  Chapter 4 - 
Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P363-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P363-2 
Chapter 4.10 - Biological Resources summarizes the impacts of the project on 
the natural resources including endangered species. 
 
P363-3 
Chapter 4.11 - Cultural Resources summarizes the impacts on cultural sites. 
 
P363-4 
Chapter 4.7 - Traffic summarizes the impacts on traffic. 
 
P363-5 
Chapters 4.5 - Air Quality, 4.8 - Water Resources, 4.9 - Geology, Soils and 
Seismicity, and 4.12 - Human Health and Safety Hazards describe the impacts 
of hazardous materials and mitigation measures to minimize these impacts. 

P362-2 

P363-1 

Letter 
P363 

P363-2 
P363-3 
P363-4 

P363-5 
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P364-1 

Letter 
P364 

 
 
 
 
 
P364-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P365-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P365-1 

Letter 
P365 
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P-735 

P366-1 

Letter 
P366 

 
 
 
 
P366-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P367-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P367-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

P367-1 

Letter 
P367 

P367-2 
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P-736 

P368-1 

Letter 
P368 

 
 
 
 
 
P368-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P368-2 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawaii that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawaii. 

P368-2 
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P-737 

P369-1 

Letter 
P369 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P369-1 
The scope of the proposed action, involving twenty-eight projects, acquisition 
of over 24,000 acres of land on two Hawaiian islands, and the comprehensive 
and complex evaluation of a multitude of resource impacts on the affected 
environment on O’ahu and Hawai’i necessitates an impact statement of this 
magnitude.  The FEIS is divided into 5 geographical areas with the intent of 
making it easier for the general public to focus specifically on impacts the 
project might have on their community.  In addition there is a guide inside the 
front cover describing the organization of the document, an abstract of the 
FEIS, and a very detailed Table of Contents. For reviewers not electing to read 
the entire main text, the Executive Summary provides a comprehensive impact 
evaluation overview, including a mitigation matrix. 

P369-2 
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P-738 

P369-2 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P369-2 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P369-3 
A summary of all the project impacts  can be found in  Chapter 4 - 
Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS 

P369-3 
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P-739 

P369-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P369-4 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P369-5 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P369-5 
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P-741 

P370-1 

Letter 
P370 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P370-1 
A summary of all the project impacts  can be found in  Chapter 4 - 
Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview of the Final EIS.  
Chapter 8 discusses the impacts of the proposed project on the resources at 
Pohakuloa Training Area specifically. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P371-1 
In response to public comment the comment period was extended to 90 days 
and ended on January 3, 2004. 

P371-1 

Letter 
P371 
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P-742 

P372-1 

Letter 
P372 

 
 
 
P372-1 
Noise impact discussions regarding training activities at WPAA have been 
expanded in the Final EIS.  As noted in the DEIS and the revised discussion 
in the Final EIS, potentially significant noise impacts from such training 
activities can be mitigated to a less than significant level.  The Army 
acknowledges that local residents may not agree with the criteria the Army 
uses to determine acceptable noise levels. 
 
 
 
 
P372-2 
The discussion of fugitive dust issues has been expanded in the Final EIS to 
include results of dispersion modeling to estimate PM10 concentrations from 
vehicle activity on unpaved roads and in off-road maneuver areas.  The Army 
has committed to mitigating dust from vehicle traffic on unpaved roads 
through a combination of dust control chemical applications and the use of 
washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle trails.  In addition, the Army would 
implement a Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that would 
include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The monitoring 
of ambient PM10 concentrations would help guide the development and 
implementation of an adaptive management program to manage training area 
lands and modify training procedures as necessary to ensure compliance with 
federal air quality standards.  The Final EIS concludes that the potentially 
significant impacts from fugitive dust can be mitigated to a level that is less 
than significant. As discussed in Section 8.12 of the DEIS. 

P372-2 
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P373-1 

Letter 
P373 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P373-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. To follow-up with your concerns please 
contact the Army's Cultural Resource Manager Dr. Laurie Lucking at 656-
2878. 
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P374-1 

Letter 
P374 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P374-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P374-2 
There is a relatively large complement of Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force 
assets in Hawaii that are more than capable of protecting U.S. interests from 
attack. Reorganizing one Army brigade will make relatively few changes to the 
overall Department of Defense presence in Hawaii. 

P374-2 
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Letter 
P375 
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P375-1 

 
 
P375-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P375-2 
Cinder cones at the WPAA will be avoided per section 7 ESA consultation. 
Please see Section 8.10. Other  protection measures  for current force training 
at PTA is covered in the Biological Opinion and is available upon request. 
 
P375-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P375-4 
Mitigation measures likely to occur are outlined in the Executive Summary.  
These proposed mitigation measure were included for public comment and 
based on public comments and a cost benefit analysis those likely to be 
implemented are described in the FEIS.  Costs include not just monetary 
costs, but cost in manpower and training.  The ROD will indicate which 
mitigation measures will actually be implemented. 

P375-2 

P375-3 

P375-4 
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P376-1 

Letter 
P376 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P376-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P377-1 
We thank you for your comment and your comment has been considered and 
included into the administrative record for this process.  Hawaii was adopted 
as a territory of the U.S. Government in 1900 and was granted admission into 
the Union in 1959 via Pub L 86-3, 73 Stat 4 when the people of Hawaii 
petitioned the U.S. Congress for statehood and adopted by vote in the election 
held on November 7, 1950 the Act of the Territorial Legislature of Hawaii 
entitled "An Act to provide for a constitutional convention, the adoption of a 
State constitution, and the forwarding of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, and appropriating money therefore", approved May 20, 1949 
(Act 334, Session Laws of Hawaii, 1949).  We understand that some 
individuals do not agree with or support the formal annexation of Hawaii in 
1898.  However, issues of statehood and Hawaiian Sovereignty are outside of 
the scope of the NEPA process. 

P377-1 

Letter 
P377 
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P378-1 

Letter 
P378 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P378-1 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed.  The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws regulations.  In addition, if the 
Army chooses to relinquish ownership of the land as a result of a Base 
Realignment and Closer (BRAC), the Army will clean up unexploded ordnance 
left on the lands in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, 
including but not limited to the implementation of the Formerly Used Defense 
Site (FUDs) program.  All of the referenced documents are public documents 
which can be obtained online or from the publishing agency. 
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P379-1 

Letter 
P379 

 
 
 
 
 
P379-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P379-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
P379-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P379-2 

P379-3 
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P380-1 

Letter 
P380 

 
 
 
 
 
P380-1 
For additional information on the Stryker Vehicle please see the following web 
sites, http://www.army-technology.com/projects/stryker/  and http://
www.global-defence.com/2003/stryker_03.htm.  The Stryker vehicle is 
undergoing modification as a result of ongoing training and action oversees.   
However, these sites provide a good overview of the vehicle. 
 
P380-2 
Deployment to the Island of Hawaii will be by barge, deployment to areas out 
of the State of Hawaii will be by aircraft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P381-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 

P380-2 

P381-1 

Letter 
P381 
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P382-1 

Letter 
P382 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P382-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 



Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Team
 Final EIS, H

aw
ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

M
ay 2004 

P-756 

P383-1 

Letter 
P383 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P383-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P383-2 
Chapter 4 - Environmental and Socioeconomic Consequences Overview in 
the EIS summarizes the impacts of the proposed project including the impacts 
of dust, impacts to endangered species, the impacts of the increased 
ammunitions use, and the impacts of Stryker maneuver training. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P384-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P385-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P386-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P386-2 
The Army minimizes impacts to watersheds through institutional programs 
such as ITAM as well as abiding by all applicable laws and regulations.  As 
summarized in Section 4.10, the Army has determined that some impacts to 
sensitive species will be significant. The Army proposed mitigation measures 
to substantially reduce the severity of the impacts.  These mitigation measures 
are listed in detail in the Biological Opinions issued by USFWS for the current 
force and Proposed Action on the islands of O'ahu and Hawai'i. Theses BOs 
are available upon request. 

P386-1 
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P387-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
P387-2 
We share and understand your concern on this issue.  Our soldiers and their 
families live and work on our installations.  This issue has the highest level of 
attention at the Department of Army and it is addressed by a centrally 
managed program that involves the identification, investigation, evaluation, 
and, if needed, remediation of potential sites.  This program, called the 
Installation Restoration Program, is coordinated with the state and the US 
EPA to insure compliance with all laws and regulations.  It is not, however, 
possible to estimate cost or time required related to a specific site until the 
evaluation phase has been completed. The Army is committed to cleaning up 
existing sites in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
P387-3 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
P388-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 
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P389-1 
We thank you for your comment and participation in this public process.  
Your comment has been considered and has been included as part of the 
administrative record for this process. 


